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Rectors Ramblings – April 2021
Rectors Ramblings – April 2021
Dear Friends
As we greet the Easter season, I am mindful of how poignant, after such a
long and difficult year it is to finally be able to have a sense of hope and optimism that so resonates with the message of new life and resurrection that
Easter symbolises. Inspiration comes in many forms and over this last year,
confined to ‘quarters’ surfing the web has reaped a rich harvest of insights
into how Christ and the Christian faith is experienced and practiced across
the world.
Some of the earliest and longest lasting Christian communities can be found
in the forests of northern Ethiopia. The Bible itself tells the story of an Ethiopian man who meets Philip, one of Jesus’ disciples and, after hearing all
about Jesus, immediately asks to be baptised.
As far back as the 4th Century these communities built their brightly coloured churches in the forest and from the forest. They used the wood to
build, the earth to render, the bark and leaves and berries to decorate, and,
so the saying goes, the surrounding forest to ‘clothe their churches in the
Garden of Eden’.

Some of these churches are a thousand years old, and the forests could be
twice that. Sadly, intensive farming and the effects of climate change mean
that over the past century most of the Ethiopian forests have disappeared,
but not all of it. The forests around the Churches have been protected and
are vital lifelines for both biodiversity and spiritual refreshment.
The images of these ancient ‘Church Forests’ are stark and powerful, but
they are also hopeful. Scientists call these ‘refugia’, places of shelter where
life endures in times of crisis. From these small pockets of sanctuary entire
forests can re-emerge.
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We are now a year into this pandemic, and our lives have had to find their own
forms of ‘refugia’. We have found new ways of working, of worshipping, of connecting, of living, to sustain us through this time of crisis. For many of us this has
meant that our worlds, like those Ethiopian forests, have shrunk. And now, as we
begin to contemplate our collective re-emergence, we may wonder whether the
world will ever be the same again, whether the forest will ever return.
One of the metaphors which Jesus used to talk about hope and resurrection was
that of a seed planted in the ground. It may look dead and dormant, but it is in fact
its own little ‘refugia’, clinging on to life and hope and ready to spring back when
the time is right.
It is fitting that after a year of great disturbance, when our Church buildings have
been closed more than they have been open, in the Hop Churches Benefice, we will
return to our church buildings on Easter Sunday, the day when we remember and
celebrate the power of hope and life over darkness and death. The forests of
Northern Ethiopia will one day return and those barren fields will be filled with life
once more, and so will our churches, and so will we.
Blessings to you all
Mandy
07780 586846 mandy.williams@hopchurches.org.uk

HOP CHURCHES—CHURCH SERVICES
Details of forthcoming services will be sent
every Saturday in the benefice weekly email. If
you are not currently receiving this, contact
Mandy to be added to the list. For services on
Zoom please contact Mandy Williams
mandy.williams@hopchurches.org.uk or Nicky
Seabright revdnick@gmail.com for details of
how to join us.
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APRIL RECIPE
LOVE IT OR HATE IT
PEACH, PARMA HAM & RICOTTA SANDWICH WITH MARMITE
4 small ciabatta breads

1 teaspoon Marmite

250 gram ricotta

4 large slices Parma ham

2 ripe peaches sliced

Handfull of salad leaves
Fresh black pepper

1.

Halve the ciabatta breads and open up. Mix together the
Marmite and ricotta cheese and spread liberally inside each
ciabatta.

2.

Divide the Parma ham, peaches and salad leaves equally
between the 4 breads and season with fresh pepper. Replace the top of the sandwich and enjoy.

It may be April but this is no joke. It is from The Marmite Cook Book published by
Absolute Press - sadly out of print!
Illustrations also from the book
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Outdoors
Over the last year, many more people have been enjoying the
great outdoors across the Hop Churches’ eight parishes. Our
beautiful piece of Herefordshire countryside spans from the 14th
century Church tower of Stoke Edith to Mainstone Court in the
south, north to Windmill Hill and eastwards across to Bosbury’s
Dowdings Brook.
This column hopes to highlight some of the parishes’ great
outdoor features and bring a snapshot of what’s happening on
the land. I hope it helps us to enjoy and care for our outdoors.
The countryside provides all kinds of things to all kinds of people.
It does this whatever the weather and through the good times
and the bad. Nature and the landscape don’t have an opinion,
they’re a simple, impartial joy that’s out there waiting to be
experienced, used and enjoyed. That is what is so wonderful
about it.
The sheep in my orchard have clocked many new faces pass by
along the public footpath. It’s here, beside the fruit trees, that my
son and I recently unearthed a sleeping toad from the leaves. We
had been planting young hawthorn and spindle shrubs into the
gaps of the hedge when he found it - lumpy, dry, very dozy and
quite distinctive from a frog. With great care, smiling, he carefully
placed the toad back amongst tussocks of cocksfoot grass.
So, whilst outside, what have you noticed? Are your eyes scanning the ground for Roman coins, are you wondering what crop
has been planted in that field or are your ears pricked for the
sound of skylarks singing overhead? Our parishes are a rich tapestry of cultural and natural heritage, all of which helps tell Herefordshire’s long story.
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Spring is arriving. In April, queen bumblebees will be starting their
new colonies and visiting the emerging blossoms of cherry and
damson trees. New born lambs are venturing from their mother’s
sides, slow-worms have emerged from hibernation you can seek
them out coiled in sheltered, sunny garden pockets. In old woodlands, including Ashperton Park, the spectacular carpet of bluebells will be rolled out once more. To catch sight of the moment
when cattle are freed from their winter barns and skip across their
spring pasture is a real treat. Picnics, (wasps!) and camping are
not far away.

Photo Jonathan Bills

Jonathan Bills
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St. John the Baptist, Yarkhill
Easter Sunday Service
Sunday 4th April: 11.00am Eucharist
This marks the return to services following the usual pattern of:

1st Sunday of the month – Eucharist at 11.00am
3rd Sunday of the month – Morning Prayer at 11.00am

Yarkhill Church -100 Club Winners
Jan-21

Feb-21
£

No

Member

Prize £

1

£12.00 1 02

Elliot William
Smith

1

£12.00 64

Shona Warnes

2

£7.00 40

James Parker

3

£6.00 11

Simon Day

2

£7.00

49

Becky Harris

4

£5.00 72

Pippa Lawton
Smith

3

£6.00

29

Lawrence Payne

Yarkhill Parish is sad to report the death of it’s oldest resident Mrs Joyce Eckley of
Covender House who died, peacefully in her own home, at the remarkable age of
101, on Sunday 21st February. Mrs. Eckley and her husband played a significant
part in Yarkhill life after retiring here in 1969. Mrs Eckley was Church Organist for
many years and her husband Treasurer. She is remembered also for her immaculate
recording of Parish Council Minutes as Clerk to the Council.
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Daily Telegraph April 2020
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SOCIAL HISTORY IN THE HOP PARISHES Number 1
Depending on feedback other similar pieces may follow—Editor
THE EMERGENCE OF TRADE UNIONISM IN RURAL HEREFORDSHIRE
In the late 19th Century the National Agricultural Labourers' Union
recruited agricultural labourers and aimed to improve their lot in life.
Edwin Russell was one of the twelve labourers on the initial Executive Council
of the Union in May 1872. From October 1872, Russell seems to have concentrated his attentions on Herefordshire, having briefly toured the county
with Joseph Arch, the Chairman, in June. He recorded the following regarding
the County:“CONDITION OF FARM LABOURERS. — This county is certainly in better
condition just now as regards the farm labourers than Dorsetshire. I cannot
hear of any of those heartless, short-noticed evictions, which are now
disgracing the upper and middle classes of the latter shire. The truth seems to
be that in Herefordshire both farmers and landowners are well aware that they
are working the soil with the very smallest amount of manual labour possible,
and see more plainly than their brethren of Dorset the very suicidal nature of
the policy of a general discharge. This county, too, is very near to the great
centres of industry, that the farmers find that the men, whose spirit is just
awakening, will not stand any reduction of wages, but quickly take themselves
elsewhere*. Since the Union agitation reached Herefordshire, the wages appear
to have risen on an average about 2s. per week, or rather less; and the men
are still receiving, in many instances, 12s. per week. I had, however, some
conversation today with two women, who lived within three miles of Ross, and
in both instances, although their husbands were receiving, nominally, 12s. a
week (of which 1s. 6d. went in house rent), I found that the day’s wage was
invariably deducted throughout the winter from every day that it was too
stormy or wet to stand out-of-door work. But what, forsooth, are twelve
shillings a week for the support of a family, even without any reduction, in the
days when hour by hour the necessaries of life are rising in value, and when
luxury rides its wanton race unbridled and unchecked?”

Edwin Russell, Reports in the Labourers’ Union Chronicle , No. 14 (Nov. 23,
1872), pp. 6 via Bosburyhistoryresearch.org.uk
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During their travels through the County, Russell and
his colleagues recorded the various meetings and
rallies that they held, including several in the Hop
Parishes. Of the rally in Ashperton Russell wrote:ASHPERTON.— On Thursday, Nov. 12, we went from
Bosbury to Ashperton. This is a large parish, but very
thinly populated; indeed, looking at the few labourers'
dwellings about this part of the country one might
wonder where the farmers find the men to do their
work; but it is right little they have done. Well, on a large village green near the
blacksmith's shop, and about 200 or 300 yards from a public-house, called the
Holly Bush, we took our stand about seven o'clock. We had a beautiful moonlight night for our proceedings. This was the first labourers' meeting ever held
in this parish; indeed, it was only last week, at a ploughing match and farmer's
dinner, which was held in the same village (according to the papers), the Rev.
Mr. Buckle, the minister of the place, was congratulating the farmers on the
blissful fact that their neighbourhood had not been troubled or disturbed by
those mischievous agitators and their abominable Union, and he thought the
people in that part were very well off, and that the farmers used their men very
well. But be that as it may, if neither that rev. gentleman nor the farmers wanted
them the men did, as over 400 hard horny-handed sons of toil came together
from somewhere to hear the Union advocates. One or two farmers came to the
meeting and began to make a splutter, but the horse-pond nearby was mentioned, and they made off, as it would have been a cold bath that night. — Mr.
Forster spoke to the men a short time, and then Mr. Russell tried to show them
what the Union had done, what it was now doing, and what it was intended to
do. After speaking for more than an hour the men gave hearty cheers for the
Union and the speakers, and it was arranged for Mr. Forster to come down on
the following Wednesday night and start a branch of the Union.

Edwin Russell, Reports in the Labourers' Union Chronicle , No. 14 (Nov. 23,
1872), pp. 6
Principle source – Visionsofbritain.org.uk
*As it happens my Great Great Grandfather, William Badham, who came from
a large local family and worked in Lugwardine as an agricultural labourer, left
the County and became a labourer in an ironworks in Halesowen some time
before 1861. Other members of the family also migrated to the Birmingham
area. William’s nephew, Joseph Danter was an early fairground photographer
who went on to found a dynasty of travelling showmen.– editor.
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Every six seconds somebody in the UK contacts Samaritans for
help. Whether it’s by phone, email or letter, Samaritan volunteers
are available to support anyone struggling to cope, 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year.
Most people go through difficult times, and contacting someone
who won’t judge about what’s troubling you, no matter how large
or small the issue feels, can really help.
Suicide is not inevitable, it is preventable. and we know that
suicidal thoughts are often temporary and can be interrupted, so
finding our contact details could make all the difference.
Samaritans Herefordshire Branch want to raise awareness of the
24/7 emotional support available, to as many people as possible
in our local area during this especially difficult time.
Phone free on 116 123
Email jo@samaritans.org.
Write to:
Freepost RSRB-KKBY-CYJK
Chris, PO Box 9090
Stirling FK8 2SA
In May 2020 Samaritans also launched a free Self-Help app to
encourage people to be kind to themselves and look after their
emotional wellbeing. The app aims to provide a means of
accessing support for people who may struggle to use Samaritans’
listening service, or find it difficult to express how they are feeling
when talking to someone. Visit selfhelp.samaritans.org to try out
or download the new web-based app and find out more.
If you might be able to lend a hand in Herefordshire by displaying
posters or contact cards please get in touch with :

Herefordshire Samaritans Outreach
44a Berrington Street, Hereford, HR4 0BJ
Email: outreach.director@herefordshire-samaritans.org
For more information about Samaritans, including other ways to
help, please go to www.Samaritans.org
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If you would like a copy of Hop Churches
News sent direct to your email each
month please send a request to
hopchurchnews@gmail.com.
The newsletter will be forwarded as an attachment to an email with a ’Bcc’
recipient list so that your address would
not be visible to anyone else.

Bosbury 100 club
March Winners
1st

11 F Hay

2nd

110 J Howe

3rd

55 A Young
63 D Jones
84 O Clutterbuck

Paul Davies
100 club organizer Thank You to all 100 club members for your
continuing support.
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CALL FOR CONTENT
Items of interest, particularly relating to the Hop Churches and their
respective parishes, topical (though not political) matters or to local
history would be most welcome as would any other suitable stories
or articles.
Please do help make this newsletter something to look forward to!
Please send to hopchurchnews@gmail.com
Whilst we cannot guarantee to publish contributions, and those that
are published may be edited, all will be acknowledged and may be
held for future editions.
Andrew (Editor)

CALL FOR FEEDBACK

Feedback on the content of Hop Churches News would be appreciated, even negative feedback if it is helpful in identifying how
the newsletter can be made more interesting for the residents of
all eight Hop Parishes.
You will see that there is a ‘proper’ crossword on the inside back
page. Is this something you would like to see on a regular basis
and if so would you like the clues more or less difficult, or even
cryptic? Or would you like to see a larger (15x15) crossword
which could also be viewed and completed on-line via a link?
Any (polite) comments to hopchurchnews@gmail.com
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The following anecdote, from herefordshirepast.co.uk, is
intended to be the first of a series. some amusing, some
tragic and some shocking by modern standards.

Riotous and indecent behaviour in Tarrington Church—1867
Three Tarrington men – George Taylor; Edwin Prosser and Henry Adams
were charged with being guilty of riotous, violent and indecent behaviour in
Tarrington Church on 8th March.
Adams pleaded guilty; Taylor not guilty, and Prosser wasn’t in Court at the
start of the case, but was summonsed.
The Evidence
The clerk at Tarrington Church, Silas Wood, said that he heard a commotion
on the north side of the church whilst a service was being conducted, and on
investigating saw Taylor hitting something.
Silas then found the other two defendants, Prosser and Adams, crouched
down whilst Taylor hit them; Taylor seemed agitated and told Silas and other
witnesses that he had been provoked.
Silas told Taylor to pipe down, which he did for a while, but shortly afterwards he started getting agitated again so Silas told him to leave the church.
Taylor refused and had to be forcibly evicted by several men, swearing and
yelling the while, and the Service had to be suspended.
The Consequences
When the Magistrate heard from another witness that Adams had been
taunting Taylor he fined both of them £1 each including costs, or 14 days
hard labour.
Initially Prosser was dismissed on the above charge, but later was charged
under a different statute for molesting, disturbing and troubling the Rev
Charles Smith.
Also, Taylor gave evidence in support of the charge, the effect of which was,
Prosser was in the seat behind and pulled his hair then poked wire into his
head.
Prosser was fined 13s plus costs of 7s or 14 days hard labour.

herefordshirepast
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BOSBURY PARISH COUNCIL NOTICE
The Parish Council would like to remind everyone that any
updates and information they receive, with regard to the
Coronavirus pandemic, will be posted on their
website: http://bosburyandcoddington.co.uk/
If anyone needs assistance during these times please do
get in touch. Hopefully by all adhering to the
guidelines we can help keep all parishioners safe and well

ASHPERTON VILLAGE HALL
Unfortunately due to current restrictions the Village Hall is now
closed for most bookings. However, under current Government
restrictions it is permitted to use community halls for certain
purposes, subject to limitations on numbers etc:•
the purposes of formal education or training
•
support groups
•
registered childcare or supervised activities for children
•
wedding ceremonies, funerals and wakes (numerical limits
must be adhered to)
Booking enquiries must be made on the official booking form
available via the Ashperton Parish Council website or by request
to the Bookings Clerk, Eleanor James Tel: 01531 670142 .
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POET’S CORNER

An April Joke
by Carolyn Wells

Oh, it was a merry, gladsome day,
When the April Fool met the Queen of May;
She had roguish eyes and golden hair,
And they were a mischief-making pair.
They planned the funniest kind of a joke
On the poor, long-suffering mortal folk;
And a few mysterious words he said,
His fool's cap close to her flower-crowned head.
Then he laughed till he made his cap-bells ring,
At the thought of the topsy-turvy Spring.
"'Tis a fair exchange," he said, with a wink-"It is!" she said, and what do you think?
The flowers that should bloom in the month of
May
Every one of them came on an April day!
And they looked for April showers in vain,
But all through May it did nothing but rain!
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FOR SALE OR WANTED
ADVERTS CAN BE PLACED
FREE OF CHARGE SPACE PERMITTING

BOSBURY WI
The WI is here to inspire you - through experiences, knowledge and
skills; it provides an opportunity to meet people and develop
friendships, learn and campaign on issues that affect the wider
community.
Bosbury WI remains active, engaging with the membership via
correspondence and Zoom until traditional meetings are possible. If
you would like to find out more about Bosbury WI’s activities, please
contact the Secretary on 01531 641982.
Bosbury WI welcomes all women, any age or any background
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Community First’s oil buying group.
Great value and convenience.
Community First is a long established charity, in Herefordshire and
Worcestershire, with aims to support strong and vibrant rural communities. In
2013, we set up a bulk buying group for heating oil for anyone in the two
counties. The scheme keeps money in the local economy, builds a greater
sense of community and cooperation and helps tackle fuel poverty. Over the
years, with hundreds of members, we have saved many thousands of pounds
across both counties.
How does it work?
At the end of each month we collate orders placed by our members and
negotiate with a number of suppliers. Our savings are often between 2p and
4p a litre against the average English price and can be much more against local individual quotes. Our prices are the same for 500 as for 1500 which is
good for spreading your costs.
To register your interest or ask a question please contact info@comfirst.org.uk
or ring Richard on 07515 881231.
Membership costs £20 per year. We are very happy to work with established
local groups too for instance by sharing good practice and energy efficiency
tips.
More details can be found at www.comfirst.org.uk

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Please send any news items,
announcements etc for inclusion in the
next issue of Hop Churches News to
the editor, Andrew Hammond, at
hopchurchnews@gmail.com
by the 12th of the month at the latest.

31

Across
1
5
7

9
13

14
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The first Hop Parish?
Harvest or haircut.
You would need a bucket
for water or a pencil for a
picture.
Without it does life have
purpose
A sceptered one, this England.
Control the ship or boardroom from here.
The end of a Hop Parish?

Down
1
What was Christ doing at
Easter?
2
I don’t give this about
nightime birdsong.
3
Glastonbury has one of
these.
4
Female tv anchor
6
They may become butterflies or beetles
7
Where is its sting?
9
It only has a small bite.
10 They cannot produce sea
sonal chocolate treats.

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH
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CHURCHWARDENS
Ashperton
Miss Bridget Snasdell: 07855 754066
Mrs Colleen Gardiner: 01531 670076
Bosbury
Miss Suanna Rosier: 01531 640444
Canon Frome
Mr Simon Macdonald: 01531 670723
Munsley
Mrs Linda Warner: 01531 632344
Mr Michael Robinson: 01531 670356
Stoke Edith
Mr Rupert Foley: 01432 890269
Stretton Grandison
Mrs Jenneke Bryant: 01531 670555
Tarrington
Mr Tim Woods: 07772 170837
Mrs Sue Millington-Jones: 01531 633787
Yarkhill
Mr Ashley Fortey: 07894 728762

Email: bridgetvictoria@yahoo.co.uk
Email: colleen.gardiner57@googlemail.com
Email: suanna.rosier@me.com
Email: simj.macdonald@btinternet.com
Email: candlwarner@btinternet.com

Email: edith@estateoffice.org
Email: Jennekebryant@gmail.com
Email: timm1bdh@hotmail.com
Email: suemillingtonjones@yahoo.co.uk
Email: ashleycfortey5040@gmail.com

TREASURERS
Ashperton
Mr Colin Myles: 01531 670920
Bosbury
Mr Keith Bayles: 01531 640895
Canon Frome
Mr Peter Davies: 01531 671210
Munsley
Carole Powell-Tuck: 01531 670242
Stoke Edith
Mr Rupert Foley: 01432 890269
Stretton Grandison
Mr Doug Smith: 01531 805080
Tarrington
Mr Graeme Forrester: 01432 890440
Yarkhill
Mrs Julia Savagar: 01432 890401

Email: mylescm@yahoo.co.uk

Email: 106214.2770@compuserve.com
Email: peteanddebdavies@tiscali.co.uk
Email: powell-tuck@myfwi.co.uk
Email: edith@estateoffice.org
Email: dsmithpcc@outlook.com
Email: ag.jk.forrester@btinternet.com
Email: juliasavagar@gmail.com

