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Rectors Ramblings – May 2021
Greetings friends
I have been thrilled to see so many of you in recent weeks as we have
returned to our churches for gathered worship and are allowed to meet
one another outside. There is such a genuine atmosphere of delight and
hope in our new found freedoms. Easter in the churches around the
benefice was a truly special experience. I know I, like many of you experienced Easter as a remarkable resurrection event in both body and Spirit. It felt like never before had the words; ‘Christ is risen; He is risen indeed, Alleluia!’ felt so vital, lived and real.
As the roadmap out of lockdown continues, the hope is that by the time
you read this, we will be a few weeks away from the next milestone,
which will be to once again welcome our loved ones, friends and
neighbours into our homes, or to visit it them and ‘stay over’. Never
again, will we take such pleasure and joy for granted.
Around the benefice, cancelled celebrations are being rescheduled. We
have a spring and summer of weddings and baptisms, many of which
were postponed from 2020. Please hold our wedding couples and
families in your prayers as they continue to prepare for these special
events in their lives. There are still many compromises being made to
‘dream days’, but it is so heartening that it is the vows and promises
made that count more than the finer details of the celebrations. What a
privilege it is that couples and families continue to come to our churches
and ask us to host these key moments in their lives.
As we begin to get to grips with the exact ‘feel’ of our new freedoms,
many churches are hoping and praying that the coming summer will
allow for some social and fundraising events to take place. Please do
continue to keep Hop Churches News abreast of planning and make
sure that we know of local plans and can spread the good news to our
communities.
My love and blessings to you all in this season of hopefulness

07780 586846 mandy.williams@hopchurches.org.uk
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May Recipe

Austranian Women’s Weekly
50 fast chicken fillets
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Poet’s Corner
This month’s poem, below, with a few changes,
next page, becomes particularly appropriate.
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There’s nothing bluer than skies in May,
Over 40s vaccination starts today,
To think we’ll soon be free as air,
Able to wander here and there,
Able to go to our favourite nook,
Or just sit reading our favourite book.
No matter what we want to do
We’ll have the best of skies of blue.
There’s no gold like a May day sun,
To feel its warmth is untold fun,
Summer vacation is booked at last,
With home schooling a long time past.
All summer through we’ll run and play,
Make the most of each passing day,
But we’ll enjoy our greatest fun
Under a golden May day sun.
Apologies to Leonore Hetrick
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SOCIAL HISTORY IN THE HOP PARISHES Number 1 continued
Depending on feedback other similar pieces may follow—Editor
THE EMERGENCE OF TRADE UNIONISM IN RURAL HEREFORDSHIRE
Rowland Eustace has kindly provided the following corrections to the
recollections of Edwin Russell, as published in the April issue, together with
further pertinent information.
I would like to draw the editor’s attention to two errors in Edwin Russell’s
account of a union meeting on Ashperton Green, which was printed in last
month’s issue of the Hop Churches News.
The first is one, that I expect most of you spotted – the name of the pub
close to the Green was the long-established Box Bush. It is appropriate that a
pub on the Roman Road should have been named after a bush, as this was
their traditional sign for a tavern.
The second is that it was not the ’minister of this place’, Rev John Buckle, but
his cousin Rev William Buckle, minister of Canon Frome, who had gladly
asserted that there was no unionism in that part of the county during the
round of speeches at the dinner, which followed the annual ploughing match,
held at ‘The Royal Oak’ [now the Hopton Arms]. A first rate spread was
placed upon the table by Host Spencer and, being all that would be wished,
full justice was done to it by upwards of 70 gentlemen. Rev John Buckle in
responding to the toast “The Bishop and clergy of the diocese”, which followed the loyal toast, was clearly annoyed at being the butt of a joke made
by the then chairman when he discovered at the previous year’s dinner that
the incumbents of Ashperton, Canon Frome and Munsley were all missing. It
had been left to the rector of Preston, Rev Alfred Newton, to respond and he
confessed that he knew nothing about farming, but was now better informed,
having watched the competition. Rev John Buckle explained that his absence
last year was unavoidable and pointed out that he had never complained
when farmers did not turn up for his charity meetings in aid of missionaries
and the like and, as the clergy did attend this meeting when they could; he
hoped the laity would more frequently attend those others he had alluded to.
Also responding on behalf of the clergy, Rev William Buckle apologised for
being on holiday in the West of Ireland last year and may have been trailing
his shirt, when he brought up the contentious subject of wages. He pointed
out that the clergy were in a small way the employers of labourers and that it
was important each party should be forbearing on each other and do the
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right thing by each other. He prefaced the remarks later quoted by Russell in
saying that he believed that Herefordshire people were by nature kindly
disposed. Rev EV Amery, rector of Munsley, in proposing the toast to “the
successful competitors” suggested that it was poor PR in not including the value
of perquisites such as cider in the wage figures given by unions. If the cash value
could be added on to the wage and then deducted later, it would show the real
amount they were receiving. He had had experience of the iron and coal districts
and seen much more misery there, though workmen might be earning £2 or £3 a
week. Rev William Buckle, in proposing the health of the “unsuccessful
competitors”, was not the only one to point out the impracticability of such a
scheme. He also questioned whether a man who had been used to it all his life
could do without a drop of cider (hear) and said that he knew a great many
farmers gave too much; but a moderate quantity of cider to a working man was
not the thing they ought to take away (hear). The vice-chairman in giving the
health of the Agricultural Labourer considered that the question of an increase of
wages was a large one and that, among other things, it involved a decrease in
tithes. Toasts continued until about 11 o’clock when the company separated, all
having thoroughly enjoyed a happy evening.
I can find no reference in the local newspapers of a ploughing match in the
following years. The match was organised by the Ashperton and Adjoining
Parishes Labourer’s Reward Society. The society, which may sound patronising to
modern ears, was not run by the major landowners in this area, but rather to have
been organised by tenant and yeoman farmers under the leadership of
Mr T Dutson, attempting, albeit in a small way, to try and solve society’s
unsolvable problem – how do you reward the deserving poor. It was in its fifth
year and continued to expand. The day was not restricted to ploughing. Classes
also included pleaching or plashing 16 yards within 6 hours as well as rick
making and thatching. The farmers would have felt a strong sense of betrayal
when their workers joined the union and so the Society folded.
It would be another 70 years before annual ploughing matches returned under
the aegis of the Trumpet and District Agricultural Society. This is a good family
day out and well worth attending, though, due to Covid, you will have to wait
until October 2022 for the next one.
After its mushroom like start the National Agricultural Labourers’ Union never
achieved the power that it thought it possessed and went into decline and dissolved itself after 25 years.
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Rev William Buckle died in 1875 aged 52. His damaged gravestone matching
that of Charles Hopton, who died in the same year, can be found on the East of
Canon Frome’s churchyard disappearing into the undergrowth. Rev John Buckle
died in 1899 and is buried in Ashperton alongside the path, beside the
graves of his younger son and elder daughter who had both predeceased him the right hand of the three matching crosses illustrated on the cover of
“Ashperton Heritage Trail”, which will be again available for purchase from the
church once Covid regulations allow.
Rowland Eustace
Back to Edwin Russell, Visions of Britain does record "the NALU largely fell

apart in the mid-1870s and little else is known about Russell. He was listed in
the 1871 census as a farm labourer living in Harbury in Warwickshire, aged
45 and born in Warwick. Interestingly, his eldest son had been born in St.
Johns Wood in London, so presumably Russell was not always a farm worker.
The 1881 census listed him as living in Commercial Road in Hereford, working
as a ‘General Dealer’ and assisted by his wife and three daughters. He was
also described as being a local preacher.”
However, that is not quite correct, there is no reference in the 1871 Census to
his being a labourer but his occupation is given as Methodist Preacher. Edwin,
wife Esther and eldest daughter Louisa were living in Hornsey in 1851, Edwin
recorded as a police constable born in Warwickshire. In 1861 the family were
in Southam Warwickshire, Edwin shown as having being born there as was
Louisa. Edwin is described as a 'Methodist local preacher'. In 1881Edwin, Esther and three daughters were living at 3 Commercial Street Hereford, Edwin
listed as 'General Dealer nb Social Preacher'. So it appears that he was never
an agricultural labourer..
Editor
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CALL FOR CONTENT
Items of interest, particularly relating to the Hop Churches and their
respective parishes, topical (though not political) matters or to local
history would be most welcome as would any other suitable stories
or articles.
Please do help make this newsletter something to look forward to!
Please send to hopchurchnews@gmail.com
Whilst we cannot guarantee to publish contributions, and those that
are published may be edited, all will be acknowledged and may be
held for future editions.
Andrew (Editor)

Bosbury 100 club
April winners
1st

59 D Tustin

2nd

97 A Williams

3rd

38 A Sawed
45 L Newland
79 C Mintonaul Davies

1Paul

Davies

100 club organizer
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Every six seconds somebody in the UK contacts Samaritans for
help. Whether it’s by phone, email or letter, Samaritan volunteers
are available to support anyone struggling to cope, 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year.
Most people go through difficult times, and contacting someone
who won’t judge about what’s troubling you, no matter how large
or small the issue feels, can really help.
Suicide is not inevitable, it is preventable. and we know that
suicidal thoughts are often temporary and can be interrupted, so
finding our contact details could make all the difference.
Samaritans Herefordshire Branch want to raise awareness of the
24/7 emotional support available, to as many people as possible
in our local area during this especially difficult time.
Phone free on 116 123
Email jo@samaritans.org.
Write to:
Freepost RSRB-KKBY-CYJK
Chris, PO Box 9090
Stirling FK8 2SA
In May 2020 Samaritans also launched a free Self-Help app to
encourage people to be kind to themselves and look after their
emotional wellbeing. The app aims to provide a means of
accessing support for people who may struggle to use Samaritans’
listening service, or find it difficult to express how they are feeling
when talking to someone. Visit selfhelp.samaritans.org to try out
or download the new web-based app and find out more.
If you might be able to lend a hand in Herefordshire by displaying
posters or contact cards please get in touch with :
Herefordshire Samaritans Outreach
44a Berrington Street, Hereford, HR4 0BJ
Email: outreach.director@herefordshire-samaritans.org
For more information about Samaritans, including other ways to
help, please go to www.Samaritans.org
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If you would like a copy of Hop Churches
News sent direct to your email each
month please send a request to
hopchurchnews@gmail.com.

The newsletter will be forwarded as an
attachment to an email with a ’Bcc’
recipient list so that your address would
not be visible to anyone else.

BOSBURY WI
The aim of the WI is to offer opportunities for all women
to enjoy friendship, to learn, to widen their horizons and
together to influence local, national and international affairs.
Bosbury WI remains active, engaging with the membership via correspondence,
Zoom and small informal gatherings until traditional meetings are possible. If you
would like to find out more about Bosbury WI’s activities, please contact the Secretary on 01531 641982.
Bosbury WI welcomes all women, any age or any background
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TALES FROM THE LINESIDE
As a child I well remember looking forward to August. No school, warm summer
days, or so it seemed, to be enjoyed playing outside with friends. Then, of course,
there was the railway. For those of us with a passion for trains it means more
time could be spent sitting by the lineside soaking up the aroma of steam.

That seemed to be all that mattered in those far off distant days. The cares and
worries of the world had not yet arrived upon our shoulders. Living in Four Oaks,
Sutton Coldfield, with the back garden of the house running down to the
Birmingham-Lichfield City railway line, it just seemed like heaven on earth. And
then about 6 miles away was the famous West Coast Main Line running through
Lichfield Trent Valley. That was utopia. With 4 running lines through the station
and a massive signal gantry spanning all 4 tracks it was awe-inspiring to say the
least. Just to the north of the station stood some cattle pens. A wonderful spot to
see trains approaching from both directions.
Opposite the connecting spur leading up onto the Burton on Trent line could be
observed. This was always busy with heavy coal trains from the Nottinghamshire
and Derbyshire coalfields coming down the fairly steep gradient
onto the West Coast Main Line. These trains were often in the hands of LNWR 0-8
-0 G2 Class heavy freight locomotives. They were simply wonderful, built between
1901-18, they had a very distinctive sound.
Photo AdobeStock
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It was the main line where all the action and excitement was. Heavy north
and southbound trains often loaded to 16 carriages, weighing in excess of
500 tons, and travelling very fast, would come through Lichfield Trent Valley Station. Motive power would be the famous LMS "Royal Scots" and
"Pacific Princess" Class locomotives. We stood spellbound as these trains
roared through the station. It was awe-inspiring to small boys. All too soon
it was lunchtime. Time to bring out the cheese and tomato sandwiches,
perhaps a pork pie, a large piece of fruit cake and a flask of tea. Was it my
imagination or did the sun always seem to shine in those days? Or is it
that we only remember the good things? No sooner had we eaten lunch
when a procession of famous named trains would begin to appear. The
Royal Scot, The Midday Scot, The Northern Irishman, The Comet, to name
but a few. How splendid they looked. In those post war years the railways
were trying to recover the glory of pre-war days. For 6 long years they had
been worked almost into the ground. Now a new age was about to dawn,
but to a small boy that was all in the future. It was today we lived for —
the glory of steam. We thought it would never end.
David H Good

CALL FOR FEEDBACK
Feedback on the content of Hop Churches News would be
appreciated, even negative feedback if it is helpful in identifying how the newsletter can be made more interesting for
the
residents of all eight Hop Parishes.
Any (polite) comments to hopchurchnews@gmail.com
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BOSBURY PARISH COUNCIL NOTICE
The Parish Council would like to remind everyone that any
updates and information they receive, with regard to the
Coronavirus pandemic, will be posted on their
website: http://bosburyandcoddington.co.uk/
If anyone needs assistance during these times please do get
in touch. Hopefully by all adhering to the guidelines we can
help keep all parishioners safe and well

ASHPERTON VILLAGE HALL
With lockdown easing certain types of events will be permissible
in community halls subject to strict rules on social distances,
numbers etc. As the situation is fluid please check the latest
situation on the Ashperton Parish Council website
https://ashperton.org.uk/ashperton-village-hall/

Booking enquiries must be made on the official booking form
available via the Ashperton Parish Council website or by request to
the Bookings Clerk, Eleanor James Tel: 01531 670142 .

17

Community First’s oil buying group.
Great value and convenience.
Community First is a long established charity, in Herefordshire and
Worcestershire, with aims to support strong and vibrant rural communities. In
2013, we set up a bulk buying group for heating oil for anyone in the two
counties. The scheme keeps money in the local economy, builds a greater
sense of community and cooperation and helps tackle fuel poverty. Over the
years, with hundreds of members, we have saved many thousands of pounds
across both counties.

How does it work?
At the end of each month we collate orders placed by our members and
negotiate with a number of suppliers. Our savings are often between 2p and
4p a litre against the average English price and can be much more against local individual quotes. Our prices are the same for 500 as for 1500 which is
good for spreading your costs.
To register your interest or ask a question please contact info@comfirst.org.uk
or ring Richard on 07515 881231.
Membership costs £20 per year. We are very happy to work with established
local groups too for instance by sharing good practice and energy efficiency
tips.
More details can be found at www.comfirst.org.uk

FOR SALE OR WANTED
ADVERTS CAN BE PLACED
FREE OF CHARGE SPACE PERMITTING

18

The following anecdote, from herefordshirepast.co.uk, is the
second of a series. some amusing, some tragic and some shocking by modern standards.
1863 – Consequences of driving whilst under the influence!
Mr. Fincher, a former (resident) of Little Catley, Bosbury, was on
his way home from Ledbury Fair with his horse and trap, along
with some friends.
Mr. Fincher and two of his friends kindly got down from the trap
to help the horse go up Stanley Hill, but George Cole of
Froomes Hill and Eliza Jones stayed in the trap, with Eliza
holding the reins. George Cole was somewhat drunk, and declared that he would take over the reins once they got to the
top of the hill, but then not waiting for the men on foot to catch
up, he set off at some speed.
The horse and trap made it around one or two of the narrow
bends, but finally the trap turned over, with George Cole and
Eliza Jones underneath. They remained here for some considerable time, having left the others way behind, but eventually Eliza’s
yells for help attracted the attention of Mr. Chad, a nearby cottager, and his daughter. Mr. Fincher and co. finally arrived too,
and they all managed to get the trap off the unfortunate pair.
Eliza was badly bruised, and her forehead had been pressed so
hard to the ground that several pebbles had to be removed.
George Cole was badly cut to the head, and he was unconscious
– some time later he was still very ill. The horse was fine, which
is more than could be said for the trap.
herefordshirepast

Another family coincidence—my great-great grandfather, John Hammond,
died in very similar circumstances in 1868 leaving his wife Caroline and three
children under 4.
Editor
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Please send any news items,
announcements etc for inclusion in the
next issue of Hop Churches News to
the editor, Andrew Hammond, at
hopchurchnews@gmail.com
by the 12th of the month at the latest.
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Answers to last month’s crossword
Apologies that the clue to 1 down should have read
“What was Christ doing after Easter?”

S

I would still welcome feedback on whether readers would
like to see crossword puzzles as a regular feature.
Editor
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CHURCHWARDENS

Ashperton

Miss Bridget Snasdell: 07855 754066
Mrs Colleen Gardiner: 01531 670076

Bosbury

Miss Suanna Rosier: 01531 640444

Canon Frome

Mr Simon Macdonald: 01531 670723

Munsley

Mrs Linda Warner: 01531 632344
Mr Michael Robinson: 01531 670356

Stoke Edith

Mr Rupert Foley: 01432 890269

Stretton Grandison

Mrs Jenneke Bryant: 01531 670555

Tarrington

Mr Tim Woods: 07772 170837
Mrs Sue Millington-Jones: 01531 633787

Yarkhill

Mr Ashley Fortey: 07894 728762

TREASURERS

Ashperton

Mr Colin Myles: 01531 670920

Bosbury

Mr Keith Bayles: 01531 640895

Canon Frome

Mr Peter Davies: 01531 671210

Munsley

Carole Powell-Tuck: 01531 670242

Stoke Edith

Mr Rupert Foley: 01432 890269

Stretton Grandison

Mr Doug Smith: 01531 805080

Tarrington

Mr Graeme Forrester: 01432 890440

Yarkhill

Mrs Julia Savagar: 01432 890401

