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Remember, if you would like a full colour  
version sent by email each month please send 
a request to hopchurchnews@gmail.com.  
Copies are sent via a ‘blind’ circulation list so 
that your name & address would not be  
visible to others. 

The News can also be viewed on the Bosbury Church website 

http://holytrinitybosbury.org/wp/ 

 

The front illustration this month is a detail from Michaelangelo’s Last  

Judgement in the Sistine Chapel, depicting Saint Bartholomew. 

See page 8. 
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�Rector’s Ramblings – August 2021 

Whilst Mandy is away rambling in other places on her ‘solo pilgrimage’ in her 
motorhome Bessie, guest writers will be filling this spot. This month Linde 
Melhuish is taking over. 
 
Dear friends 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT! 

Thursday, at 6pm 

St Bartholomew’s, Ashperton  

At our recent meeting of ministers 
and churchwardens, we discussed 
how we would like to set aside a 
special, dedicated time every month 
to pray for each of our churches and 
people in the Hop Churches Benefice 
– to see the kingdom of God grow, 
to speak out blessings on  our little 
corner of Herefordshire, to pray in 
the light of God’s love, grace and 
protection. 

Please come and join us for a short time of guided reflective prayer on the first 
Thursday of each month at 6pm – we are starting at Ashperton and each 
month, will move around our eight churches – in strict  alphabetical order! If 
you can’t make it but would like to pray at that time where you are, I can email 
you some prayers nearer the time (l.i.melhuish@gmail.com).  

We’d love you to join us – bring a candle if you can and let’s share the light in 
these troublesome times. 

Linde Melhuish 

‘We see the light In violent times, beautiful words, centuries old, resonant with 
truth: ‘Because of your light, Lord, we see the light.’ That light, even now, 
illumining our terror-stricken age with the possibility of change: offering our 
over-burdened hearts a resting place that a deeper compassion may be our 
companion – an energy of love, to struggle for justice, to be a wounded healer, 
to share what we have, to carry hope in our hearts, to laugh and to love: 
perhaps, all in one day! ‘ (Peter Millar) 
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September 5 September 12 September 19 September 26 September 

 14th Sunday 
after Trinity 
Proper 18 

15th Sunday 
after Trinity 
Proper 19 

16th Sunday 
after Trinity 
Proper 20 

17th Sunday 
after Trinity 
Proper 21 

Ashperton With Stretton 
Grandison 

9.30 BCP PC 
 

9.30 CW PC 
 

9.30 CW PC 
 

Bosbury 9.30 CW PC 
 

11.00 MW 
 

9.30 CW PC 
 

9.30 Zoom HC 
12 midday 
baptism 
6pm EW 
(HARVEST) 

Canon  
Frome 

   11.00 CW PC 
 

Munsley  9.30 PC  9.30 MW 

Stoke  
Edith 

With Yarkhill  With Yarkhill  

Stretton 
Grandison 

9.30 CW PC 
 

   

Tarrington 9.30 CW PC 
 

9.30 CW PC 
 

9.30 CW PC 
 

6.30pm EW 

Yarkhill 11.00 CW PC 
 

 11.00 MW 
 

 

Readings Proverbs 22:1-
2,8-9,22-23 
James 2:1-10, 
14-17 
Mark 7:24-end 

Proverbs 1:20-
33 
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-end 
Psalm 19 

Proverbs 31:10
-end 
James 3:13-
4:3,7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 

Esther 7:1-6,9
-10;9:20-22 
James 5:13-
end 
Mark 9:38-end 

Church Services—August 2021 
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Bosbury    26th September 6pm 

 Evening Service followed by refreshments  

Stretton Grandison  3rd October 9.30am 

Tarrington    3rd October 9.30am 

Ashperton    10th October 11am 

Yarkhill    17th October 3.00p 

Canon Frome   24th October 11am 

Munsley    24th October 11am 

Please contact you local Churchwardens for more details. 

Harvest Thanksgiving in the Hop Churches 

We will be holding services of thanksgiving for the  
harvest and all God’s creation in our churches in  
September and October. We would delighted to see you 
all! 
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IN THIS ISSUE on pages 8 & 9 we have the first in a series on the 

Dedications & Saints of the Hop Churches. These are being provided by 
a reader who wishes to remain anonymous and they will tie in perfectly 
with the series of reflective prayer ‘Bringing in the Light’ announced by 
Linde on page 3. Hopefully this will encourage others to send in other 
material for publication—I am more than happy to type up manuscript 
(providing I can decipher it) or edit articles for anyone who might wish 
to take advantage of that. 
Also, on page 14, is a poem by Wendy Cope, which Jane Thomas found 
struck a few chords. I agree. If anyone else has a poem or favourite text, 
please let me know. 
Finally, I have written the third and final part of my epic trip across  
China. I have enjoyed writing this as it has brought back many memories 
but hopefully I will be inundated with material for future issues and will 
not have to fill pages with tales of subsequent travels, none of which 
were quite so adventurous.  
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St Bartholmew Church Ashperton 

Our Church, after over a year closed and locked, opened to strict 
protocol in May stripped of all furnishings and removal of the 
beautiful kneelers, which portray aspects of Village and church 
intertwined over decades 

Now fully restored to its warmth and spiritual presence, we can visit 
to spend time in quiet reflection or attend a Service with the Organ 
played to give an uplifting feeling after so much despair. 

The Church building has stood the test of time, generations have 
contributed time and effort to ensure this legacy, many are laid to 
rest in the Churchyard, 

Now it is our turn, I have  contributed for 45 years, I would love to 
see helpers coming forward with Cleaning, Flowers, upkeep of the 
Churchyard, just one hour  of your time would provide  a significant 
difference. 

If you would like to discuss how you may help , please get in touch. 

Freda Helme – email c.helme595@btinternet.com, tel 670586 

With our Vicar Reverend Mandy Williams away on a Sabbatical until 
October Reverend David Good is undertaking the role, David has 
assisted in Ashperton Church for 17 years,  leading Services for both 
Mandy and Sue Strutt. 

Rev Good would like to offer anyone wishing to discuss a personal 
matter, or needing a chat, the opportunity to visit  him in Ashperton 
Church on Wednesday mornings commencing 8th  
September,  between 11am – 12 noon continues throughout 
September and October all would take place In strictest 
confidence.                    
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DEDICATIONS & SAINTS OF THE HOP CHURCHES 
1. ST. BARTHOLOMEW - ASHPERTON & MUNSLEY 

 
All churches are to God (the word 'church' means God's House) but 
most also have a secondary dedication to a saint or a Christian 
mystery. Dedication festivals commemorate the day of consecration or 
dedication: patronal festivals honour the saint to whom the church is 
dedicated. Veneration of martyrs dates from the earliest days of the 
Christian church & was extended to confessors (those who suffered for 
their faith but were not martyred) by the 4th century A.D. Originally 
depending solely on local recognition, sainthood needed the Pope's 
intervention by the 10th century; full Papal authority was required for 
canonisation by the 12th century. 
Bartholomew was one of the first apostles & is sometimes thought to 
be the disciple known as Nathaniel, a friend of Philip & a fellow Greek. 
Nathaniel's calling by Jesus is vividly described in the first chapter of 
St. John's Gospel. However, many authorities dispute whether 
Bartholomew & Nathaniel could be the same man, as no source claims 
this & there are no events ascribed to both. 
Bartholomew's calling is included in Matthew chapter 10, Mark chapter 
3 & Luke chapter 6. His name means 'son of Tolmai' & it has been 
claimed that he was of noble birth. He was one of the 11 apostles who 
saw the risen Jesus & witnessed His ascension into heaven, as well as 
receiving the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Some sources say that 
Bartholomew travelled to India with St. Thomas, where he preached & 
miraculously threw over heathen idols. In other sources he went with 
Philip to Phrygia & Armenia, where he drove out a devil from the king's 
son, chained it up & restored the boy to life. However, the Armenian 
king Astyages had Bartholomew flayed alive & then beheaded at 
Albanopolis (Derbend). Because of this the Armenian Church regards 
Bartholomew as its founder; there is a painting by Jose de Ribero 'The 
Martyrdom of St. Bartholomew' in the Prado Museum, Madrid. 
Bartholomew's relics were eventually transported to Benevento, Italy. 
The Apocryphal Gospel of St. Bartholomew, which was known to St. 
Jerome (4th century) & St. Bede (7th century),  is entirely set in the  
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period after Jesus' resurrection & describes the saint's missionary work in 
India. It was written in Greek during the 3rd century A.D., probably in 
Egypt, & the earliest surviving manuscript dates from the early mediaeval 
period, also written in Greek. 
St. Bartholomew's emblem is a flaying knife, & he is often depicted in 
paintings & stained glass holding one as the symbol of his martyrdom. 
There is a stone shield carved with an image of a flaying knife on the wall 
of the Stanbury Chantry in Hereford Cathedral. He was a very popular 
saint during the Middle Ages & over 150 churches in England are 
dedicated to him, including two of the Hop Churches - Ashperton & 
Munsley. His feast day is normally celebrated on 24th August. 
Over a hundred years after Bartholomew's death, a copy of St.Matthew's 
Gospel was found, handed down among people who had been made 
Christians by him. However, at that time 'India' was a name used to 
describe many Eastern countries, & the place where the Gospel was found 
may have been in Southern Arabia. This discovery may have been the 
reason why early representations of Bartholomew show him with a scroll. 
The founder of St, Bartholomew's Hospital in London was a man called 
Rahere, who became ill in Rome while on pilgrimage. He vowed that, if he 
recovered, he would found a hospital on his return, & St. Bartholomew 
appeared in a vision to tell him where it should be built. Rahere also 
founded the great Bartholomew Fair, held annually on the saint's day 
from 1133 to 1855. Rahere died in 1144. 
A reliquary containing part of St. Bartholomew's arm was given to 
Canterbury Cathedral in the 11th century, but presumably lost or 
destroyed at the Reformation. The other relics, which were brought to 
Rome around 983 A.D., are still in San Bartollomeo on Tiber Island. The 
earliest surviving known representations of St. Bartholomew are also in 
Rome &  
Ravenna (8th century) & in Byzantine mosaics. One of the most familiar, 
however, is in Michelangelo's 'Last Judgement', where the saint holds his 
own flayed skin; his features are actually those of Michelangelo.  
St. Bartholomew also appears in 2 paintings by Rembrandt; in both he 
holds the knife which is the emblem of his martyrdom. 

Anon 
Next Time: Holy Trinity, Bosbury. 
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Holy Trinity Church, Bosbury  

Saturday October 16th at 7pm. 
������������������&Žƌ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ��ƐƚŚĞƌ�<ĂǇ�Ϭϭϱϯϭ�ϲϳϬϲϯϰ 
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THE COUNTRY DIARY IN SONG WITH BROOMDASHER 

Edith Holden’s classic 1906 Country Diary of an Edwardian Lady  
became a worldwide phenomenon when it was published in the 
1970’s. Her beautiful paintings and delightful daily entries took us 
through exhilarating and idyllic year.  
At the time Edith was writing, Cecil Sharp and others were collecting 
songs from the working folk who lived in her idealised countryside.  
In a show approved and praised by Edith Holden’s estate, 
Broomdasher interweave Edith’s glorious descriptions with these 
rousing, rueful and romantic songs, recreating an era which was 
slipping away, as industrialisation changed the landscape, the  
culture and society in Britain. 
Broomdasher is a five-voice acapella folk group from London have 
been rebooked at every folk club and festival they have played, host-
ed their own radio specials and their recordings are part of the Brit-

ish Library’s National Sound Archive as “an outstanding exam-
ple of grass roots folk music in Britain today”. 
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�ĞŝŶŐ��ŽƌŝŶŐ 

ďǇ�tĞŶĚǇ��ŽƉĞ 

͚DĂǇ�ǇŽƵ�ůŝǀĞ�ŝŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ�ƟŵĞƐ͛͘�–�ŚŝŶĞƐĞ�ĐƵƌƐĞ 
 
/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƐŬ�ŵĞ�͚tŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�ŶĞǁ͍͕͛�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƐĂǇ 
�ǆĐĞƉƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĂƌĚĞŶ�ŝƐ�ŐƌŽǁŝŶŐ͘ 
/�ŚĂĚ�Ă�ƐůŝŐŚƚ�ĐŽůĚ�ďƵƚ�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ƚŽĚĂǇ͘ 
/͛ŵ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂǇ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŐŽŝŶŐ͘ 
 
zĞƐ͕�ŚĞ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ĂƐ�ŚĞ�ƵƐƵĂůůǇ�ŝƐ͕ 
^Ɵůů�ĞĂƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐůĞĞƉŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŶŽƌŝŶŐ͘ 
/�ŐĞƚ�ŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŵǇ�ǁŽƌŬ͘�,Ğ�ŐĞƚƐ�ŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŚŝƐ͘ 
/�ŬŶŽǁ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�Ăůů�ǀĞƌǇ�ďŽƌŝŶŐ͘ 
 
dŚĞƌĞ�ǁĂƐ�ĚƌĂŵĂ�ĞŶŽƵŐŚ�ŝŶ�ŵǇ�ƚƵƌďƵůĞŶƚ�ƉĂƐƚ͗ 
dĞĂƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƐƐŝŽŶ�–�/͛ǀĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƵƉ�Ă�ƚĂŶŬĨƵů͘ 
EŽ�ŶĞǁƐ�ŝƐ�ŐŽŽĚ�ŶĞǁƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ůŽŶŐ�ŵĂǇ�ŝƚ�ůĂƐƚ͘ 
/Ĩ�ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ�ŵƵĐŚ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶƐ͕�/͛ŵ�ƚŚĂŶŬĨƵů͘ 
 
��ŚĂƉƉŝĞƌ�ĐĂďďĂŐĞ�ǇŽƵ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ĚŝĚ�ƐĞĞ͕ 
DǇ�ǀĞŐĞƚĂďůĞ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƐŽĂƌŝŶŐ͘ 
/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ĂŌĞƌ�ĞǆĐŝƚĞŵĞŶƚ͕�ƐƚĞĞƌ�ǁĞůů�ĐůĞĂƌ�ŽĨ�ŵĞ͘ 
/�ǁĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ŐŽ�ŽŶ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ďŽƌŝŶŐ͘ 
 
/�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ŐŽ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƌƟĞƐ͘�tĞůů͕�ǁŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĨŽƌ͕ 
/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĮŶĚ�Ă�ŶĞǁ�ůŽǀĞƌ͍ 
zŽƵ�ĚƌŝŶŬ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵ�ůŝƐƚĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĚƌŝŶŬ�Ă�ďŝƚ�ŵŽƌĞ 
�ŶĚ�ǇŽƵ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ĚĂǇ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĐŽǀĞƌ͘ 
 
^ŽŵĞŽŶĞ�ƚŽ�ƐƚĂǇ�ŚŽŵĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ǁĂƐ�Ăůů�ŵǇ�ĚĞƐŝƌĞ 
�ŶĚ͕�ŶŽǁ�ƚŚĂƚ�/͛ǀĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�Ă�ƐĂĨĞ�ŵŽŽƌŝŶŐ͕ 
/͛ǀĞ�ũƵƐƚ�ŽŶĞ�ĂŵďŝƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ůŝĨĞ͗�/�ĂƐƉŝƌĞ 
dŽ�ŐŽ�ŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ďŽƌŝŶŐ͘ 
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(YHU\� VL[� VHFRQGV� VRPHERG\� LQ� WKH�8.� FRQWDFWV� 6DPDULWDQV� IRU�
KHOS��:KHWKHU� LW¶V�E\�SKRQH��HPDLO�RU� OHWWHU��6DPDULWDQ�YROXQWHHUV�
DUH� DYDLODEOH� WR� VXSSRUW� DQ\RQH� VWUXJJOLQJ� WR� FRSH�� ��� KRXUV� D�
GD\������GD\V�D�\HDU�� 

0RVW� SHRSOH� JR� WKURXJK� GLIILFXOW� WLPHV�� DQG� FRQWDFWLQJ� VRPHRQH�
ZKR�ZRQ¶W� MXGJH�DERXW�ZKDW¶V� WURXEOLQJ�\RX��QR�PDWWHU�KRZ� ODUJH�
RU�VPDOO�WKH�LVVXH�IHHOV��FDQ�UHDOO\�KHOS� 

6XLFLGH� LV� QRW� LQHYLWDEOH�� LW� LV� SUHYHQWDEOH�� DQG� ZH� NQRZ� WKDW�
VXLFLGDO� WKRXJKWV�DUH�RIWHQ� WHPSRUDU\�DQG� FDQ�EH� LQWHUUXSWHG�� VR�
ILQGLQJ�RXU�FRQWDFW�GHWDLOV�FRXOG�PDNH�DOO�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH� 

6DPDULWDQV�+HUHIRUGVKLUH�%UDQFK�ZDQW� WR� UDLVH�DZDUHQHVV�RI� WKH��
�����HPRWLRQDO�VXSSRUW�DYDLODEOH�� � WR�DV�PDQ\�SHRSOH�DV�SRVVLEOH�
LQ�RXU�ORFDO�DUHD�GXULQJ�WKLV�HVSHFLDOO\�GLIILFXOW�WLPH�� 

3KRQH�IUHH�RQ��������� 
(PDLO�MR#VDPDULWDQV�RUJ�� 
:ULWH�WR�� 
)UHHSRVW�565%-..%<-&<-. 
&KULV��32�%R[����� 
6WLUOLQJ�).���6$ 

,Q� 0D\� ����� 6DPDULWDQV� DOVR� ODXQFKHG� D� IUHH� 6HOI-+HOS� DSS� WR�
HQFRXUDJH� SHRSOH� WR� EH� NLQG� WR� WKHPVHOYHV� DQG� ORRN� DIWHU� WKHLU�
HPRWLRQDO� ZHOOEHLQJ�� 7KH� DSS� DLPV� WR� SURYLGH� D� PHDQV� RI�
DFFHVVLQJ�VXSSRUW� IRU�SHRSOH�ZKR�PD\� VWUXJJOH� WR� XVH�
6DPDULWDQV¶� OLVWHQLQJ� VHUYLFH�� RU� ILQG� LW� GLIILFXOW� WR� H[SUHVV�
KRZ� WKH\� DUH� IHHOLQJ� ZKHQ� WDONLQJ� WR� VRPHRQH��
9LVLW VHOIKHOS�VDPDULWDQV�RUJ �WR�WU\�RXW�RU�GRZQORDG�WKH�QHZ�ZHE-
EDVHG�DSS�DQG�ILQG�RXW�PRUH� 

,I�\RX�PLJKW�EH�DEOH�WR�OHQG�D�KDQG�LQ�+HUHIRUGVKLUH�E\�GLVSOD\LQJ�
SRVWHUV�RU�FRQWDFW�FDUGV�SOHDVH�JHW�LQ�WRXFK�ZLWK�� 

+HUHIRUGVKLUH�6DPDULWDQV�2XWUHDFK 
��D�%HUULQJWRQ�6WUHHW���+HUHIRUG��+5���%- 

(PDLO��RXWUHDFK�GLUHFWRU#KHUHIRUGVKLUH-VDPDULWDQV�RUJ 
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Editor’s Travels—Chapter 3 

Last month saw me finally boarding the train which would carry my travelling 
companions and me over 2000 miles to Shanghai. Although there is now a 
second, high speed railway from Shanghai to Urumqi, the passenger service on 
the old line takes at least 40 hours to make the journey. Our private train 
consisted of a saloon car, dining carriage, kitchen car, Chinese 1st Class 
sleeper carriages, each with a tiny compartment for the equally tiny carriage 
attendant, and standard carriages with wooden benches for the remainder of 
the crew.  
We were soon on our way, trundling across the desert with the Flaming 
Mountains to the left, the dry rocky terrain occasionally broken by deep fissures 
with green vegetation at the bottom. We suddenly came across strange man 
made features consisting of long walls stretching away at an ange to the 
railway line as far as the eye could see. It became apparent that these were to 
channel flood waters from ice melt in the mountains  under bridges beneath 
the railway line. Then a ‘real’ river flowing rapidly under the line, but we were 
still well below  sea level and this river apparently just disappears into the 
desert. 
We travelled on, at one stage spotting a lone man walking along the side of 
the railway in the middle of the desert, carrying two plastic carrier bags—had 
he just popped to Tesco's?. We visited another Oasis town, Dunhuang, and the 
Mogao Caves, also known as the Thousand Buddha Grottos, These caves were 
hewn out of the rock between  366 and 1277 and contained not just statues 
of the Buddha but many wall paintings and over 10,000 manuscripts, some 

now held in the British Museum,  
In this part of the journey we 
also visited the Longmen 
Grottos , where can be seen 
over 1300 grottos and 700 
niches containing 40 pagodas 
and over 10,000 statues and 
images. Truly awe inspiring! 
These sites, both UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites are 
perhaps two of the most 

important archaeological sites in China. 
Back to the train, the bus hurtling through local traffic, horn sounding. It was 
explained that we were late and in danger of missing our ‘slot’ between goods 
trains. These trains, carrying coal and iron ore and up to two miles long had  
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priority over passenger trains—even those carrying Western tourists. 

We now climbed upwards towards Jiayuguan, the temperature outside 
dropping to minus 20 Centigrade—but it was ‘not yet the date for the heating 
to be put on’. Jiayuguan is situated in a mountain pass and the site of a 
fortress in the Great Wall where the Silk Road trading route passed into 
’civilised’ China. Although we had seen ruined fragments of the Wall earlier, this 
was our first glimpse of the iconic wall stretching into the distance. However, 
the wall and fortress here were  heavily restored, despite the protestations of 
our guides, The same can be said of the ‘other end’ of the Great Wall more 
often visited. 
We now headed towards our next, and more well known, destination, Xian, and 
the statutory visit to see the Terracotta Warriors. For over 1000 years Xian 
served as the capital of Imperial China and whilst it is now an industrial city  
the walls of the Ming Dynasty still surround the centre and the city contains 
many famous historic sites, including the Great White Goose Pagoda. 
The Terracotta Army is a collection of terracotta sculptures depicting the armies 
of Qin Shi Huang, the first Emperor of China. It is a form of funerary art buried 
with the emperor in 210–209 BCE with the purpose of protecting the emperor 
in his afterlife. 
The life size figures, dating from approximately the late third century BCE, were 
discovered in 1974 by local farmers in Lintong County, outside Xi'an, Shaanxi, 
China. The figures vary in height according to their roles, the tallest being the 
generals. The figures include warriors, chariots and horses. Estimates from 
2007 were that the three pits containing the Terracotta Army held more than 
8,000 soldiers, 130 chariots with 520 horses, and 150 cavalry horses, the 
majority of which remained buried in the pits near Qin Shi Huang's 
mausoleum. Other terracotta non-military figures were found in other pits, 
including officials, 
acrobats, strongmen, and 
musicians. The Warriors 
rank amongst the most 
iconic of the sites I have 
visited around the world, 
the only drawback being 
the thousands of other 
visitors crowded onto the 
walkway looking down 
upon them. 
Photo by Jmhullot - Own work, CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=40128526 
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At Xian the night was spent away from the train in the Golden Flower Hotel. 
Although I understand the hotel is now in need of some tlc, it was the first 
international 5* hotel in Shanxxi Province and, at the time of my stay would not 
have looked out of place in Las Vegas! The guest rooms surrounded a central 
atrium and in the lobby below waterfalls led to streams bridged over by 
walkways. Koi cap swam sedately in pools whilst immaculately turned out staff 
floated above the streams and pools carrying drinks and snacks.   
Back to the train and the final stages of the journey. Next memorable stop 
Suzhou where we were met by a local guide with the memorable greeting 
“Welcome to Suzhou, a medium size city of 5 million people!” We stopped for 
a local tour, a boat along a short stretch of the Grand Canal, another World 
Heritage Site and at over 1000 miles long and, in parts 2500 years old, the 
longest artificial waterway in the world, linking the Yangtze and Yellow Rivers. 
We were also taken to a silk factory, a rather odorous establishment, and a silk 
embroidery studio where young girls were making the most incredible pieces 
with thread so fine it was not visible to the naked eye. We were told, and I 
believed it, that some of these pieces took over two years to complete and 
took a terrible toll on the eyesight of the workers. We were proudly shown  an 
embroidery on silk so fine it was as transparent as glass, on one side was a 
perfect likeness of Prince Charles and on the other Diana. It had been intended 
as a gift to them but…. 
Suzhou is, in effect, a suburb of Shanghai and so we were almost at the end of 
our journey. A night in another, though less ostentatious modern hotel plus a 
bit more local sightseeing, including a visit to two contrasting formal gardens, 
a walk through bustling traditional Shanghai streets and a walk along the 
famous waterfront, the Bund, with its colonial style buildings alarming, though 
unsurprisingly, reminiscent of Liverpool and the adventure was at an end. We 
parted our separate ways, I flew to Hong Kong were I contracted the Beijing 
Flu, ironic that it had already been raging through Europe for around a year 
and was in its final stages with very few cases.  Things are very different now 
but back then I was allowed to board a Cathay Pacific flight to Heathrow and 
was well looked after by the crew who cleared a row of middle seats for me 
and made up a bed. I  have to say the flight seemed to take for ever and I felt 
like opening the door and stepping out. In a roller coaster trip of a lifetime the 
biggest down was at the end. 
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Who would have imagined two years ago how our world was about to change? 
Now as restrictions slowly ease here in the UK, new variants of coronavirus 
threaten to overwhelm health systems and cost many more lives overseas. 
Millions of people living in fragile states have little access to medical care or 
clean water, making them much more vulnerable to new, more contagious 
variants of coronavirus.   
Some of you, especially those in and around Ashperton, will know that, up until 
2019 I sponsored and hosted a bonfire and fireworks each year. I would pay for 
the fireworks in August and then all the money collected on the night would be 
sent to the World Vision Syria Appeal, roughly £500 a year. After 10 years of 
civil war many millions have fled their homes and are living in refugee camps in 
Syria and neighbouring countries with limited, if any, medical facilities. Within 
Syria, hospitals have been bombed. With minds concentrating on the situation 
at home it is easy to overlook the plight of Syrians and the millions of other 
people living in fragile states who have little access to medical care or clean 
water, making them much more vulnerable to Coronavirus. When large-scale 
disasters hit countries without the capacity to respond, the Disasters Emergency 
Committee brings together 14 leading UK aid charities, including World Vision, 
to raise funds quickly and efficiently. The DEC has only one current active 
appeal, the  Coronavirus appeal, which is funding work in eight countries - 
Afghanistan*, Bangladesh, DR Congo, India, Somalia, South Sudan, Syria and 
Yemen. This includes six of the world’s most fragile states; the Rohingya refugee 
camps in Bangladesh; and India, which was hit by the worst outbreak of Covid-
19 yet seen during the pandemic, in April and May 2021.   
In many of these countries the economic effects of the pandemic could be even 
more deadly than the virus itself as millions of people are pushed towards 
famine due to falling incomes and rising food prices.  
(*As I write this the situation in Afghanistan is deteriorating rapidly with people 
fleeing for their lives.) 
Whilst in the UK the country has seen undoubted hardship and many families 
have experienced tragic loss, we must recognise that, in the overall scheme of 
things, we are more fortunate than so many others. Please remember in your 
prayers those less fortunate who are still facing an uncertain and bleak future  
and consider a donation to DEC, no matter how small. 

 https://donation.dec.org.uk/coronavirus-appeal 
Andrew 

A plea by the editor 
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Tuna and sweetcorn fishcakes 

Serves 4        358 calories per serving 

This really simple dish uses store cupboard essentials canned tuna, sweetcorn 
and dried herbs. Each fishcake contains a source of iron, zinc and selenium, 
which help to maintain the normal function of the immune system. 
The dish is also rich in B vitamins, which are needed by the body to convert 
food into energy, and is also an excellent source of protein, potassium, magne-
sium and vitamin C. 
 
Ingredients 

450g potatoes, quartered 

1 tablespoon mayonnaise 

1 tablespoon Greek yoghurt 

2 x cans tuna in brine, drained 

1 x 198g can sweetcorn, 
drained 

1 teaspoon dried oregano 

Pinch of dried chilli flakes 

2 eggs, beaten 

100g dried breadcrumbs 

Light olive oil 

Salt 

 

Method 

Cook the potatoes in boiling water until tender, then drain. Tip the potatoes 
into a bowl and season with salt, then mash. 

Add the mayonnaise, yoghurt, tuna, sweetcorn, oregano and chilli flakes to the 
bowl and combine well. 

Shape the mixture into four cakes then chill in the fridge for a couple of hours. 

After chilling, dip each fishcake in the beaten egg, coat in breadcrumbs then 
chill for another 10 minutes. 

Heat a little oil in a large non-stick frying pan, add the fishcakes and cook for 3 
minutes on each side until golden brown. 

,ĞĂůƚŚƐƉĂŶ 
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Bosbury 100 club 
August winners 
 
1st  25 S Bosley 
2nd  107 N Willett 
3rd  1 Y Hay 
 73 N Hone 
 106 R Balmain 

 
Paul Davies 
100 club organizer  

 
 
 
 

 
This is to advise that any young person wishing to apply for a further 
education grant should do so now. The grants are for school leavers going on 
to further education and applicants must have lived in the parish of Bosbury 
for at least three years. This year we are also inviting students from Bosbury 
who are pursuing a practical/vocational course to apply for the Jack Mason 
Grant. The grant amounts are at the discretion of the Governors of the 
Foundation. 
Please apply in writing to Mrs N  Ruddick (Clerk), Bosbury Educational 
Foundation, 4 Morton Cottages, Bosbury, HR8 1PT. Please include details of 
the course to be taken, plus age of applicant and time resident in Bosbury. 
 
�ŶǇŽŶĞ�ǁŚŽ�ŚĂƐ�ŚĂĚ�Ă�ŐƌĂŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚŽƐĞ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�ŝƐ�ŽŶŐŽŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ƌĞŵŝŶĚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ǁŝůů�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞ-ĂƉƉůǇ͘ 
 
�ůů�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ŝŶ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ϯϬƚŚ�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϮϭ 

  

FOR SALE 
DĞƌĐĞĚĞƐ����ůĂƐƐ�ϭϲϬ �ϮϬϭϮ 

ϱ�ĚŽŽƌ � 
^ŝůǀĞƌ�ŵĞƚĂůůŝĐ � �ƵƚŽŵĂƟĐ 
EĞĂƌůǇ�Ϯϴ͕ϬϬϬ�ŵŝůĞƐ �ŝŶ�ǀŐĐ 

£ 3,500͘ 
�ŽŶƚĂĐƚ ��ŶŶŝĞ�tŝůůŝĂŵƐ��� � � 

Ϯ͕��ǇůĞƐĐƌŽŌ͕��ŽƐďƵƌǇ 
�������Ϭϭϱϯϭ�ϲϰϬϮϴϳ͘ 

Grants for further education – Bosbury 
From Bosbury Educational Foundation - Charity No: 527140 
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�K^�hZz�W�Z/^,��KhE�/>�EKd/�� 

dŚĞ�WĂƌŝƐŚ��ŽƵŶĐŝů�ǁŽƵůĚ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŵŝŶĚ�ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂŶǇ�
ƵƉĚĂƚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ƌĞŐĂƌĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
�ŽƌŽŶĂǀŝƌƵƐ�ƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐ͕�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƉŽƐƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ͗ ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬďŽƐďƵƌǇĂŶĚĐŽĚĚŝŶŐƚŽŶ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬ 

/Ĩ�ĂŶǇŽŶĞ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƟŵĞƐ�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ĚŽ�ŐĞƚ�
ŝŶ�ƚŽƵĐŚ͘ �,ŽƉĞĨƵůůǇ�ďǇ�Ăůů�ĂĚŚĞƌŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞƐ ǁĞ�ĐĂŶ�
ŚĞůƉ �ŬĞĞƉ�Ăůů�ƉĂƌŝƐŚŝŽŶĞƌƐ�ƐĂĨĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞůů� 

$6+3(5721�9,//$*(�+$// 
 
$VKSHUWRQ�9LOODJH�+DOO� LV� QRZ�DYDLODEOH� IRU�PRVW� W\SHV�RI� HYHQW��
VXEMHFW� WR�RQJRLQJ�SUHFDXWLRQV��)RU�GHWDLOV� SOHDVH� VHH� WKH�9LOODJH�
+DOO�SDJH�RQ�WKH�3DULVK�&RXQFLO�ZHEVLWH- 
 
KWWSV���DVKSHUWRQ�RUJ�XN�DVKSHUWRQ-YLOODJH-KDOO� 
 
%RRNLQJ�HQTXLULHV�PXVW�EH�PDGH�RQ�WKH�RIILFLDO�ERRNLQJ�IRUP�
DYDLODEOH�YLD�WKH�$VKSHUWRQ�3DULVK�&RXQFLO ZHEVLWH�RU�E\�UHTXHVW�WR�
WKH�3DULVK�&OHUN��-DQHW�&KHVWHU�7HO���������������� 



 

Ϯϭ 

ASHPERTON PARISH COUNCIL  

NEW BLOOD NEEDED 

Have you ever considered becoming a parish councillor? 

There is still one vacancy on Ashperton Parish Council, which can be 
filled by co-option. If you are interested in the  Parish and its 
wellbeing you may be interested. The role is not arduous, despite 
recent publicity of a ‘row,’ between a chairman and a parish clerk! If 
you would like more information contact the Clerk, Janet Chester on 
01531 670036 for more information. 

 

 

 BOSBURY WI 

 
Thursday, September 9th 7.30pm Bosbury Parish Hall  

Suzette shares her experience of changing her career to become a 
crime writer  

Visitors are welcome (£3 per person)  

Bosbury WI welcomes all women, any age or any background   

%RVEXU\�:,�LV�GHOLJKWHG�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�UHFRPPHQFH�WKHLU�0RQWKO\�0HHWLQJV�LQ�WKH�
3DULVK�+DOO�  

,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�ILQG�RXW�PRUH�DERXW�%RVEXU\�:,¶V�SURJUDPPH��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�
WKH�6HFUHWDU\�RQ�������������� 

Suzette A Hill ‘The Fiction Game—a late starter’  
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WORDSEARCH 

 

More difficult this month. Twenty European  
capitals, some obscure. All are written up or 
down, left to right or right to left. None diagonal. 

August  

solution 
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ϯϰ 

 

Please send any articles, news items,   
announcements etc for inclusion in the 
next issue of Hop Churches News to the 

editor, Andrew Hammond, at  
 

hopchurchnews@gmail.com 

 

 by the 12th of the month at the latest. 
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³2)),&,$/�6(&5(76´�&HUW���������
)ULGD\���WK�6(37(0%(5����� 

%RVEXU\�3DULVK�+DOO�DW�����S� 
�ĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚƌƵĞ�ĞǀĞŶƚƐ͕�KĸĐŝĂů�^ĞĐƌĞƚƐ�ƚĞůůƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�<ĂƚŚĞƌŝŶĞ�'ƵŶ� ;<ĞŝƌĂ�
<ŶŝŐŚƚůĞǇͿ͕�Ă��ƌŝƟƐŚ�ŝŶƚĞůůŝŐĞŶĐĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ�Ăƚ�'�,Y͘�^ŚĞ� ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�Ă�ŵĞŵŽ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϬϯ�
ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂŬĞĚ�ŝƚ͘�^ŚĞ�ĞǆƉŽƐĞĚ�ĂŶ�ŝůůĞŐĂů�ƐƉǇŝŶŐ� ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ďǇ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�ĂŶĚ��ƌŝƟƐŚ�
ŝŶƚĞůůŝŐĞŶĐĞ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ� ĂƫƚƵĚĞƐ�ŽĨ�hŶŝƚĞĚ�EĂƟŽŶƐ�ĚŝƉůŽŵĂƚƐ�ƚĂƐŬĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ǀŽƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂůůǇ� ďůĂĐŬŵĂŝů�ƚŚĞŵ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƌĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ϮϬϬϯ�ŝŶǀĂƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�
/ƌĂƋ͘� &ƌĂŶŬ�<ŽǌĂ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŝĞĨ�ŽĨ�ƐƚĂī�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ΗƌĞŐŝŽŶĂů�ƚĂƌŐĞƚƐΗ�ĚŝǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ� �ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ��ŐĞŶĐǇ͕�ƐĞŶƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŵĂŝů͘�<ŽǌĂΖƐ�ĞŵĂŝů� ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚĞĚ�ĂŝĚ�
ŝŶ�Ă�ƐĞĐƌĞƚ�ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ďƵŐ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝƚĞĚ�EĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽĸĐĞƐ�ŽĨ� Ɛŝǆ�ŶĂƟŽŶƐ͗��ŶŐŽůĂ͕�
�ƵůŐĂƌŝĂ͕��ĂŵĞƌŽŽŶ͕��ŚŝůĞ͕�'ƵŝŶĞĂ͕�ĂŶĚ�WĂŬŝƐƚĂŶ͘� dŚĞƐĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�Ɛŝǆ�ΗƐǁŝŶŐ�
ŶĂƟŽŶƐΗ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�hE�^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ��ŽƵŶĐŝů�ƚŚĂƚ� ĐŽƵůĚ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�hE�
ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶǀĂƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�/ƌĂƋ͘  

�Ɛ�Ă�ǁŚŝƐƚůĞďůŽǁĞƌ͕�<ĂƚŚĞƌŝŶĞ�'ƵŶ�ĞŶĚĂŶŐĞƌĞĚ�ŚĞƌƐĞůĨ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞƌ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ͕� ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�
ŚĞƌ�ŚƵƐďĂŶĚ͕�Ă�<ƵƌĚ͘  

�ĞƐƉŝƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽ�ǁĂƌ�ƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�KďƐĞƌǀĞƌ�ƉĂƉĞƌ͕�ŝƚ�ƉƌŝŶƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞŵŽ� ŝŶ�DĂƌĐŚ�
ϮϬϬϯ͘��ĞŶ��ŵĞƌƐŽŶ͕�ƉůĂǇĞĚ�ďǇ�ZĂůƉŚ�&ŝĞŶŶĞƐ͕�ĚĞĨĞŶĚĞĚ�ŚĞƌ� ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƐƵŝŶŐ�ĐŽƵƌƚ�
ĐĂƐĞ͘  

dŚĞ�dŝŵĞƐ͙͘͘Ă�ƚĞŶƐĞ�ƌĞĂů-ůŝĨĞ�ǁŚŝƐƚůĞďůŽǁĞƌ�ĚƌĂŵĂ   

dŚĞ��ĂŝůǇ�DĂŝů�͙͘͘ƐĞĞŝŶŐ�ƉŽǁĞƌ�ŚĞůĚ�ƐŽ�ǀŝǀŝĚůǇ�ƚŽ  

ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚ�ŚĂƐ�Ă�ƌĞĂů�ƌĞƐŽŶĂŶĐĞ  

dŚĞ�'ƵĂƌĚŝĂŶ͙͘͘<ĞŝƌĂ�<ŶŝŐŚƚůĞǇ�ĞǆĐĞůƐ͘  

tŝŶĞ�Θ�EŝďďůĞƐ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŝŐŚƚ  

�ŶƚƌĂŶĐĞ͗�άϱ 
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CHURCHWARDENS 
 
Ashperton Mrs Colleen Gardiner: 01531 670076 

Bosbury Miss Suanna Rosier: 01531 640444 

Canon Frome Mr Simon Macdonald: 01531 670723 
  

Munsley 
 

Mrs Linda Warner: 01531 632344 
Mr Michael Robinson: 01531 670356 
  

Stoke Edith Mr Rupert Foley: 01432 890269 

Stretton Grandison Mrs Jenneke Bryant: 01531 670555 

Tarrington 
 

Mr Tim Woods: 07772 170837  
Mrs Sue Millington-Jones: 01531 633787 

Yarkhill Mr Ashley Fortey: 07894 728762  
 

 

TREASURERS 
 

Ashperton Mr Colin Myles: 01531 670920 

Bosbury Mr Keith Bayles: 01531 640895 

Canon Frome Mr Peter Davies: 01531 671210 

Munsley Carole Powell-Tuck: 01531 670242 

Stoke Edith 
 

Mr Rupert Foley: 01432 890269 
 
 

Stretton Grandison 
 

Mr Doug Smith: 01531 805080 
  
 

Tarrington 
 

Mr Graeme Forrester: 01432 890440 
  
 

Yarkhill Mrs Julia Savagar: 01432 890401 
  


