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Remember, if you would like a full colour  
version sent by email each month please send 
a request to hopchurchnews@gmail.com.  
Copies are sent via a ‘blind’ circulation list so 
that your name & address would not be  
visible to others and your email address will 

not be used for any other purpose. 
The News can also be viewed on the Bosbury Church website 
http://holytrinitybosbury.org/wp/ 

 

The front illustration this month is Holy Trinity, 
depicted by Szymon Czechowicz (1756–1758) 
who was a prominent Polish painter of 
the Baroque, considered one of the most 
accomplished painters of 18th century sacral 
painting in Poland. He specialized in sublime 
effigies of painted figures. His establishment of 
a school of painting gives him a great 
influence on Polish art.  
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Reader’s Ramblings…October 2021 

Dear Friends 

First of all, many thanks to those who were able to attend our first 
‘Bringing in the Light’ service, held at Ashperton. It was a peaceful time 
of blessing, prayer and reflection, with an impromptu discussion time 
afterwards, which was most encouraging.  Our next two services will be 
on Thursday, 7th October at Bosbury and Thursday, 4th November at 
Canon Frome, both at 6pm. Many thanks too, to David Gifford and Nicky 
Seabright, who have kindly offered to conduct these for me, as I shall be 
away – see below… 

As some of you already know, I am about to undergo training for 
ordination over the next academic year. By the time you read this, I will 
be two weeks into the course but as I write, I am getting to grips with 
further theological reading, a highly sophisticated Virtual Learning 
Platform, an on-line, inter- university virtual library and endless 
usernames and passwords, plus rail tickets to London!  This is an exciting 
new pilot scheme coming out of Holy Trinity, Brompton (where the Alpha 
course first started) and their charity, ‘The Churches Revitalisation Trust’, 
in conjunction with St Mellitus Theological College, London. It is aimed at 
those in rural ministry with ‘significant leadership experience,’ so with 
30+ years’ experience as a Reader, this is an exciting if somewhat 
daunting prospect.  The purpose is to help the revitalising of our rural 
churches as well as assisting hard pressed incumbents. It has already 
been so affirmative to have received encouragement from so many of 
you. 

The course is called the Caleb Stream.  Why? I hear you mutter…  Well, 
what I like about the name Caleb is that it comes from the Hebrew word 
for ‘dog:’   a symbol of faithful devotion to God – which is perfect as my 
two Labradors are regular and keen worshippers at Munsley!  Caleb left 
Egypt with Moses, being one of the two spies initially sent out by him to 
spy out the land of Canaan.  He was also one of the two followers who 
actually made it to the Promised Land. (This too rather appealed, being 
an enthusiastic reader of spy novels in my spare time).    
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Caleb was known for his great faith: this led to him being rewarded 
with the promise that he and his descendants would ‘possess the land.’ 
In addition to ‘faithful’, the name Caleb is also said to mean ‘whole-
hearted’ ‘bold’ or  ‘brave.’ Quite an unnerving act to follow, so I would 
certainly value your supportive prayers!  

To come full circle, this ‘possessing the land’ by Caleb was what initially 
encouraged me to start our monthly blessing service in each of our 
churches. We are claiming our churches, land and people for God’s 
blessing, praying for God’s renewal, so as we walk around our villages 
and fields, I encourage you to speak out boldly in anticipation God’s 
blessing as you go – and let’s see what happens! 

With my blessings 

Linde 

Linde Melhuish 

l.i.melhuish@gmail.com 
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Church Services—October 2021 
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Bosbury    26th September 6pm 

 Evening Service followed by refreshments  

Stretton Grandison  3rd October 9.30am 

Tarrington    3rd October 9.30am 

Ashperton    10th October 11am 

Yarkhill    17th October 3.00p 

Canon Frome   24th October 11am 

Munsley    24th October 11am 

Please contact you local Churchwardens for more details. 

Harvest Thanksgiving in the Hop Churches 

We will be holding services of thanksgiving for the  
harvest and all God’s creation in our churches in  
September and October. We would delighted to see you 
all! 
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St Bartholmew Church Ashperton 

Our Church, after over a year closed and locked, opened to strict 
protocol in May stripped of all furnishings and removal of the 
beautiful kneelers, which portray aspects of Village and church 
intertwined over decades 

Now fully restored to its warmth and spiritual presence, we can visit 
to spend time in quiet reflection or attend a Service with the Organ 
played to give an uplifting feeling after so much despair. 

The Church building has stood the test of time, generations have 
contributed time and effort to ensure this legacy, many are laid to 
rest in the Churchyard, 

Now it is our turn, I have  contributed for 45 years, I would love to 
see helpers coming forward with Cleaning, Flowers, upkeep of the 
Churchyard, just one hour  of your time would provide  a significant 
difference. 

If you would like to discuss how you may help , please get in touch. 

Freda Helme – email c.helme595@btinternet.com, tel 670586 

With our Vicar Reverend Mandy Williams away on a Sabbatical until 
October Reverend David Good is undertaking the role, David has 
assisted in Ashperton Church for 17 years,  leading Services for both 
Mandy and Sue Strutt. 

Rev Good would like to offer anyone wishing to discuss a personal 
matter, or needing a chat, the opportunity to visit  him in Ashperton 
Church on Wednesday mornings commencing 8th  
September,  between 11am – 12 noon continues throughout 
September and October all would take place In strictest 
confidence.                    
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DEDICATIONS & SAINTS OF THE HOP CHURCHES. No. 2 - Bosbury.  

Unlike the other 7 Hop Churches Bosbury is dedicated, not to a saint, but to 
a Christian Mystery - the Holy Trinity. This is a central Christian belief, that 
the One God exists in three persons (Father, Son & Holy Spirit) & one 
substance. It cannot be understood by reasoning unless it is divinely 
revealed &, if revealed, it cannot be demonstrated. Reason cannot explain 
or demonstrate it, but it is not beyond reason to believe it. The Nicene & 
Athanasian Creeds define it with clarity & precision, & St. Thomas Aquinas 
(1225-74) stated that its acceptance by the believer is a moral decision of 
will, not intellect, reached through revelation in Scripture & teachings of the 
Church Fathers.  

The word 'Trinity' was first used by Theophilus of Antioch c.180 A.D. but 
was foreshadowed in the Old Testament & taught in the New Testament 
(Matthew ch.28, 1 Peter ch. 1, 2 Corinthians ch. 13). By n150-200A.D. 
Justin Martyr & Hyppolytus were writing that, although the words of the 
Eucharistic Prayer could be improvised, it must be addressed to the Father 
in the name of the Son & Holy Spirit. At the councils of Nicaea in 325& 
Constantinople in 381A.D. the definition of the Trinity was upheld in the 
face of heresies: the equality & co-eternity of the Three Persons were 
affirmed. The Father is ungenerated, the Son is generated through the 
Father, & the Spirit proceeds from the Father through the Son. While 
Eastern Christianity saw this as a line, in the West it became symbolised by 
a triangle.  

In early Christian art God the Father was never shown in human form, but 
by the 4th/5th century the Hand of God was depicted in various ways - 
always the right hand. Around 400A.D. a halo enclosing a cross 
represented Christ, while a halo alone symbolised the Father, as did the 'all-
seeing eye' which was sometimes surrounded by rays. The earliest 
representation of God the Father like a man seems to be late 13th century.  

The triangle in many forms was an ideal image for the Trinity: 3 fishes, 3 
hares, 3 interlaced circles, 3 interlaced triangles or 3 interlaced ox-eyes 
(triquetra). A triangle could be enclosed in a circle, or vice versa; 2 triangles 
could form a 6-pointed star. The latter links with Creation, also sometimes 
represented by a 6-pointed star; the interlaced triangles show the eternal 
nature of the Trinity since it was in being at - and before – the Creation.  
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A 3-petal flower such as fleur-de-lys or poppy-head is frequently found 
in carvings such as bench ends. Triple light windows & even the 3 main 
parts of many churches (nave, chancel, sanctuary) can all be 
representative of the Trinity. The 3-part leaves of shamrock or clover 
were used by St. Patrick when he was challenged about the Trinity. He 
picked a leaf & asked his questioners whether he held 3 leaves or 1; 
when they remained silent, he said that if they could not understand the 
leaf they could not hope to understand the Trinity.  

By the 9th century, God the Son was being shown as a lamb; in the 
apse of St. Mark's, Venice, the Hand of God & the Holy Spirit in the form 
of a dove are shown above a Lamb with a cruciform halo. A dove is the 
most common representation of the Holy Spirit, sometimes with a halo 
( a 3 rayed halo (nimbus) is used exclusively for the Holy Trinity). Other 
images can be of fire (either 7,9 or 12 tongues of flame), 7 or 9 
hanging lamps or a similar number of doves. The number 7 represents 
the sanctifying gifts of the Holy Spirit, 9 is the number of charismatic 
gifts. The 12 tongues of flame show the fire which touched the disciples 
at Pentecost.  

By the 15th century the trinity was sometimes shown as identical 
human figures, usually enthroned. This type of imagery was banned by 
Pope Urban Vlll & subsequently the holy Spirit was to be shown only as 
a dove or fire. Another form was the 'seat of mercy' or 'throne of grace' 
where the figure of God the Father supported the crucified Christ, with 
the dove of the Holy Spirit usually above Christ's head.  

Russian Orthodox art shows the Trinity as the three angels who visited 
Abraham: the best-known example is by Andrei Rublev, circa 1422. One 
source credits St. Thomas Becket with introducing the celebration of the 
Trinity to England in 1170, shortly before his martyrdom, but it was 
generally accepted as a festival by the 14th century. Falling on the 5" 
Sunday after Easter & the first after Pentecost,,mystery plays were often 
staged in the church or nearby. In some areas the churches were 
decorated with hay, & fairs were often held on the following day.  
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The heraldic shield of the Trinity shows the Latin words Pater, Filius & 
Spiritus (Father, Son & Spirit) in a triangle with Deus (God) in the cen-
tre. The words 'non est' (is not) run between each, to show that the Fa-
ther is not the Son who is not the Spirit. The word 'est' (is) runs be-
tween the central ‘Deus' & the other3 words, to show that the Father is 
God, the Son is God & the Spirit is God.  

Henry Vill granted a charter to the Guild of Shipmen & Mariners on 
20th May 1514 'in honour of the most blessed Trinitie', creating Trinity 
House which by 1816 had responsibility for lighthouses, light vessels, 
buoys & pilots - a role it maintains to the present day.  

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Concise dictionary of the Christian Church  

Oxford Companion to Christian Art & Architecture  

Church Explorer's Guide  

How to read a Church  

plus numerous others!  

 

Russian Orthodox image of the Trinity by  Andrei Rublev 
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The Order of St Ethelbert - Honouring those who 
serve the Diocese of Hereford  

It is great pleasure that we announce that  

FREDA HELME of ASHPERTON  

has been awarded the Order of Saint Ethelbert.  

Purpose 
The Order of St Ethelbert is awarded to 
those in the diocese of Hereford who have 
given long and distinguished service to 
the diocese. Our parishes are wonderfully 
served by men and women who give 
selflessly of their time and skills and to 
uphold the life and ministry of our 
communities. Of course, we understand 
that this service is so often given with no 
thought of reward or recognition but we 
also know that many parish clergy and 
fellow parishioners/members of 
communities would value a means of 
celebrating the devotion of those in their midst. Many dioceses 
now have ‘orders’ or ‘companies’ of those who are honoured for 
their service and the past few years has demonstrated that this is a 
popular and respected means of offering that recognition. 

Why St Ethelbert? 
St Ethelbert, Saxon saint of the Cathedral, is chosen as a focus for 

this for several reasons: 

* he exemplified courage and perseverance 
* his life speaks of healing and light 
* he provides an enduring link between Cathedral 
 and diocese 
We extend our congratulations and best wishes to 

Freda on this award. The awards will be presented during Hereford 
Cathedral Evensong on Sunday 10th October 2021 at 3.30pm.  
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From The Old Huntsman and Other Poems 

Siegfried Sassoon 

1886-1967 

ACROSS the land a faint blue veil of mist   

Seems hung; the woods wear yet arrayment sober   

Till frost shall make them flame; silent and whist   

The drooping cherry orchards of October   

Like mournful pennons hang their shrivelling leaves           

Russet and orange: all things now decay;   

Long since ye garnered in your autumn sheaves,   

And sad the robins pipe at set of day.   

    

Now do ye dream of Spring when greening shaws   

Confer with the shrewd breezes, and of slopes    

Flower-kirtled, and of April, virgin guest;   

Days that ye love, despite their windy flaws,   

Since they are woven with all joys and hopes   

Whereof ye nevermore shall be possessed.  

As an officer in World War I, he was 
wounded and lauded twice with medals 
for bravery. His poetry—at times violent, 
always honest—expressed his conviction 
of the brutality and waste of war in grim, 
forceful, realistic verse.  
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Daily Telegraph 



 

16 

 

EDITOR’S TRAVELS OR TRAVEL BROADENS THE MIND 

A very personal view 

Travel in the younger sort, is a part of education, in the elder, a part 
of experience. 

‘Of Travel’: Francis Bacon 1561- 1626  

In the previous three issues I recounted the story of my journey 
across Central Asia and China to Shanghai. Prior to this adventure, in 
1993 aged 45, my travels abroad had taken me no further than 
France and the Greek Islands. That journey therefore opened my 
eyes to a very different world which I had only previously observed 
second hand via books and tv, not to mention the distorted tv and 
cinema from my childhood of dancing ‘primitives’ in native dress. 
(You have to be of a certain age to appreciate what I mean.) 
However the journey changed my life forever and led to subsequent 
travels to other parts of the globe. Three years later I was to visit 
Kenya, where enclosed luxury hotels and resorts sit uncomfortably 
with slum townships through which busses full of blinkered tourists 
pass on their way from the airport. My eyes were further opened 
when I took a boat from Corfu to Sarande in Albania in 1997 just 
after the fall of the Democratic Party, which had followed the 
communist regime in keeping Albania isolated from the rest of the 
world. Eating in a semi derelict hotel with clearly hungry children 
staring in disbelief through the windows was distressing but even 
more so was the realisation that the shock caused by witnessing 
malnourished children, some with open wounds or malformed limbs, 
begging in the streets was more acute because they were white 
Europeans! The memory of the shame regarding my feelings at the 
time will live with me for ever. Sarande, now a popular holiday 
resort, was then an assembly of low rise apartment blocks, many 
with corner walls collapsed but still inhabited, pigs and dogs 
roaming the streets and people queuing outside closed shops in the 
forlorn hope of something turning up. Yet crops were rotting in the 
fields as the cooperatives had collapsed and workers rebelling 
against the corrupt government had destroyed buildings and 
equipment.  
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Subsequently, I have witnessed various levels of deprivation and 
poverty throughout the world, from Peru to North Korea, Indonesia to 
India, where the sight of the street children of Delhi can only be 
described as gut wrenching as can that of small children scavenging 
for food on a rubbish tip in Nepal. 

These experiences have had a profound impact on my life and my view 
of ‘hardship’ as perceived in the wealthy counties of the world. Whilst I 
acknowledge that there is poverty, even some instances of extreme 
poverty, in the UK, there can be no comparison with the lives of 
millions of people around the world. A large proportion of those 
people have some degree of access to satellite tv, even nomads in 
Mongolia have dishes alongside their gers (Mongolian yurts). [Every 
mention of Mongolia brings back the unpleasant memory of dried 
camel cheese!] In India alone there are over 1300 satellite tv channels, 
many owned by western media companies. TV images of  idyllic life in 
Europe and North America must add insult to injury to desperate 
people. 

My travels have shown me that the world is not as I had previously 
imagined. A large proportion of the population of the world lives in 
abject poverty from which there can be no escape without real and 
targeted aid, and not from vested interests such as those aiming to 
further exploit those countries by, for example, deforestation of the 
Amazon basin for timber or of Borneo for palm oil plantations. It is not 
surprising that these fellow humans aspire to a better life as portrayed 
in films and tv.  
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BBC Books 

Easy Good Food 

More one pot dishes 
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Bosbury 100 club 
August winners 
 
1st  77 J Andrews 
2nd  71 N Hone 
3rd  18 J Matthews 
 59 C Moss 
 61 F Jones 

 
Paul Davies 
100 club organizer  

  

Ashperton Church 100 Club 

Results 

1st £50 Audrey Alford 
2nd £20 Jane Fry 
3rd £10 June Green 
4th £5 David Russell 
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BOSBURY PARISH COUNCIL NOTICE 

The Parish Council would like to remind everyone that any 
updates and information they receive, with regard to the 
Coronavirus pandemic, will be posted on their website: http://
bosburyandcoddington.co.uk/ 

If anyone needs assistance during these times please do get in 
touch.  Hopefully by all adhering to the guidelines we can 
help keep all parishioners safe and well  

ASHPERTON VILLAGE HALL 

 
Ashperton Village Hall is now available for most types of event, subject to 

ongoing precautions. For details please see the Village Hall page on the Parish 

Council website- 
 

https://ashperton.org.uk/ashperton-village-hall/ 

 

Booking enquiries must be made on the official booking form available via the 

Ashperton Parish Council website or by request to the Parish Clerk, Janet 

Chester Tel: 01531 670036 . 
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ASHPERTON PARISH COUNCIL  

MORE NEW BLOOD STILL NEEDED 

Have you ever considered becoming a parish councillor? 

There is still one vacancy on Ashperton Parish Council, which can be 
filled by co-option. If you are interested in the Parish and its 
wellbeing you may be interested. The role is not arduous, despite 
recent publicity of a ‘row,’ between a chairman and a parish clerk! If 
you would like more information contact the Clerk, Janet Chester on 
01531 670036 for more information. 

 

 

 BOSBURY WI 
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WORDSEARCH 

 

Can you find 14 towns and villages in 
Herefordshire? 

September 
solution 
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Every six seconds somebody in the UK contacts Samaritans for help. Whether it’s 
by phone, email or letter, Samaritan volunteers are available to support anyone 
struggling to cope, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  

Most people go through difficult times, and contacting someone who won’t 
judge about what’s troubling you, no matter how large or small the issue feels, 
can really help. 

Suicide is not inevitable, it is preventable. and we know that suicidal thoughts 
are often temporary and can be interrupted, so finding our contact details could 
make all the difference. 

Samaritans Herefordshire Branch want to raise awareness of the  24/7 emotional 
support available,  to as many people as possible in our local area during this 
especially difficult time.  

Phone free on 116 123  

Email jo@samaritans.org.  
Write to:  

Freepost RSRB-KKBY-CYJK 
Chris, PO Box 9090 
Stirling FK8 2SA 

In May 2020 Samaritans also launched a free Self-Help app to encourage people 
to be kind to themselves and look after their emotional wellbeing. The app aims 
to provide a means of accessing support for people who may struggle to use 
Samaritans’ listening service, or find it difficult to express how they are feeling 
when talking to someone. Visit selfhelp.samaritans.org  to try out or download 
the new web-based app and find out more. 

If you might be able to lend a hand in Herefordshire by displaying posters or 
contact cards please get in touch with : 

Herefordshire Samaritans Outreach 
44a Berrington Street,  Hereford, HR4 0BJ 

Email: outreach.director@herefordshire-samaritans.org 

For more information about Samaritans, including  other ways to help, please go 
to www.Samaritans.org 
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WHO DO I THINK I AM—ANDREW HAMMOND (yes it’s me again)  

Relocating from London to Gloucester in the 1980s, for some reason I 
desperately wanted to live in Rodborough near Stroud. Imagine my 
surprise when I discovered that my maternal Grandmother’s ancestors 
(Osmans) came from that very place. Two house moves found me in 
Ashperton and further research led me to find out that my maternal 
Grandfather’s family (Badhams) came from Herefordshire and that I even 
have distant relatives buried in Ashperton churchyard! It is certain that I am 
descended from John Badham of Eaton Bishop, born in 1605. His son, 
Robert, had a large family including the delightfully named Eresina and 
Prudentia. I have tracked the family on down with my own ancestors 
moving to the Birmingham area and others spreading throughout the 
County including Bosbury, Canon Frome and Ashperton, not to mention 
Australia and New Zealand. There are many Badhams out there in the Hop 
Parishes and there is a strong likelihood that some are descended from 
John of Eaton Bishop. If anyone out there has details of their ancestry, 
preferably back to the late 1800s please get in touch via the HCN email.               
Andrew 
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Please send any articles, news items,   
announcements etc for inclusion in the 
next issue of Hop Churches News to the 

editor, Andrew Hammond, at  
 

hopchurchnews@gmail.com 

 

 by the 12th of the month at the latest. 
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CHURCHWARDENS 
 
Ashperton Mrs Colleen Gardiner: 01531 

670076 
Bosbury Miss Suanna Rosier: 01531 640444 

Canon Frome 
 

Mr Simon Macdonald: 01531 670723 
  

Munsley 
 

Mrs Linda Warner: 01531 632344 
Mr Michael Robinson: 01531 670356 
  

Stoke Edith Mr Rupert Foley: 01432 890269 

Stretton Grandison Mrs Jenneke Bryant: 01531 670555 

Tarrington 
 

Mr Tim Woods: 07772 170837  
Mrs Sue Millington-Jones: 01531 633787 

Yarkhill Mr Ashley Fortey: 07894 728762  
 

 

TREASURERS 
 

Ashperton 
 

Mr Colin Myles: 01531 670920 

Bosbury 
 

Mr Keith Bayles: 01531 640895 

Canon Frome 
 

Mr Peter Davies: 01531 671210 

Munsley 
 

Carole Powell-Tuck: 01531 670242 

Stoke Edith 
 

Mr Rupert Foley: 01432 890269 
 
 

Stretton Grandison 
 

Mr Doug Smith: 01531 805080 
  
 

Tarrington 
 

Mr Graeme Forrester: 01432 890440 
  
 

Yarkhill 
 

Mrs Julia Savagar: 01432 890401 
  


