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A full colour version of the Newsletter is available on the Bosbury
Church website or via a link sent each month via a ‘blind’ circulation list
in order that recipients’ email addresses are not visible to others. To be
added to the list please email hopchurchnews@gmail.com

This month’s cover illustration is a Russian Icon of St. James, St.
Philip and St. Matthew, 19th Century, oil and gilt on curved
arched panel

3

Rectors Ramblings – February 2022
February can often feel like a time of waiting. The season of
Christmas has just closed behind us with a wonderful shared
benefice celebration of Candlemas. Now we begin a season of
waiting. There are four Sundays before Lent begins on Ash
Wednesday, which this year falls on 2nd March. During these four
Sundays we spent time in the gospel of Luke following Jesus as he
calls his disciples and teaches the people through parables and
miracles. As 21st Century Christians, we know how the story goes.
Jesus is welcomed and followed, but in the end the world turns its
face against him. It can be very tempting therefore to leave the
Christmas season behind us and begin to busily prepare for the
new Easter season which is just over the horizon. Indeed, in the
benefice, we have already begun making plans for Mothering
Sunday and Easter services, the joy of the season draws us on. The
danger in racing ahead is that we miss so much treasure that can
be found in the time of waiting. As we wait, flowers are silently
germinating under the soil. If we are lucky, we begin to see early
snowdrops and a hint of buds on trees and hedgerows. As we
wait, the clues to new life and hope can be sensed all around us.
Winter sunshine reminds us of warmer days to come. Yet the
cosiness of a warm fire reminds us of the blessings of the
‘permission’ that this waiting season gives us to rest and ponder
for a while. An opportunity to take a pause before the days of
busyness in spring and summer draw us into gardens that need
tending, or draw us outside with places to go and people to see.
As we welcome February and a time of waiting, I also sense that
we are beginning to see a turn in the corner of the road that has
been this time of pandemic. There really does seem to be cause to
hope that the worst is behind us. We are officially being told that
the pandemic is moving towards endemic, we are told we must
learn to find ways to live with the new virus of Covid 19. There is
lots to make peace with as we reflect on the toll that the pandemic
has wrought in our lives. The deaths of far too many people, the
lives altered by having to live with long-covid. The long waits for
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overdue hospital surgery and the toll on health both mental and
physical. As we begin to emerge from the trauma, we have the
opportunity to use this waiting time as a time to reflect and reassess priorities. What will we take with us from our pandemic
shaped lives and what will we leave behind?
In all trauma, there is treasure to be found. Things learned, or
things re-discovered that we want to take with us, that but for
the trauma of the past two years we would not have found. To
not be changed by our individual and collective experience would
be to leave the treasure buried. In this time of waiting, what one
thing will you treasure and what one thing will you allow yourself
to leave behind?
The Christian hope is a resurrection hope. As you wait, use this
season to allow God to speak to you and cherish the new things
he is growing in you. God is always making all things new and
that includes each and every one of us.
Blessings to you all
Mandy x
07780 586846 mandy.williams@hopchurches.org.uk

Bringing in the Light
Our February service is due to take place in Tarrington on Thursday,
3rd February at 6pm, so please do come (& bring your candles!) for a
time of quiet prayer as we continue to seek God’s blessings on our
churches and surrounding homes & land.
Linde Melhuish
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Reader’s Ramblings from Linde

My theological studies continue apace & are so rewarding. The
new term has just started so we are now delving into Old
Testament studies- always with the premise of how might
God still be speaking to us in the scriptures, alongside
a rigorous academic study of them.
Additionally, as I write this, I am busy preparing for first of two
(presuming I get through the first one!) new style Bishop’s
Advisory Panel sessions: the first known as ‘Carousel
Conversations.’ A dizzying thought! This is on 18th January, so
by the time you read this, it will have taken place. Fortunately,
this first day is via Zoom - a relief, as I’m down with Omicron at
the moment & hoping the brain fog will lift by then.
The good aspect is that there’s a fair amount to prepare before
the interviews. For example, topics cover exploring one’s call to
the priesthood, communicating the Christian faith, reflecting on
the role of the Church of England within the life of the nation,
living as a disciple and engaging with the world and showing
wisdom and compassion in real life situations - so more than
enough food for thought!
In the following few weeks, I then have follow-up, separate
meetings with the Director of Ordinands and then with Bishop
Richard- who hopefully, will recommend me for the final
interviews, which are residential.
As you can see, it’s quite demanding, with my studies, ministry in
our Benefice & the day job (& life!) running alongside this
continuing discernment process. Please do continue to keep
me in your prayers - I appreciate this very much.
Blessings in 2022,
Linde
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FROM THE EDITOR
This month the ‘DEDICATIONS & SAINTS OF THE HOP
CHURCHES’ is again at the back of the Newsletter in order that
the illustrations will be printed in colour in the hard copy booklet
version. The series will soon be at an end I am again thankful to
the ‘anonymous’ contributor.
I have received two long articles, relating to Yarkhill history,
sourced from the internet. These will provide material for future
articles in the newsletter. If anyone else could provide the ‘bones’
of articles on other parishes I could put together what could be
an interesting series
I am still hoping that a keen gardener will come forward with a
short piece each month with ‘jobs to do in the garden’ I have
thought of lifting material from the B&Q website but, as I know
very little on the subject beyond the difference between a rose
and a tulip, this might be a foolhardy approach.
Finally, the way the online, full colour, version of the Hop
Churches News is put together means that there is an empty
page to fill with an ‘inessential’ item. It would be great to include
a photograph from around the Parishes each month so get out
with your cameras and get snapping. No prizes, unfortunately.
I would also welcome any feedback on the content of the
Newsletter.
Andrew
hopchurchnews@gmail.com or pop something in the newspaper
tube by my garden gate next door but one to Ashperton Village
Hall
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Residents are reminded that footpaths should not be used as
bridleways. At this time of year, it causes untold damage to
the paths if they are.
Thank you
Emma Thomas
Clerk to Stretton Grandison Group Parish Council
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RINGERS RETURN!
Most of the towers in the area are now regularly ringing again
albeit with some restrictions to reduce the risk of Covid
transmission. We know from the many comments we have received
that local communities are glad to hear the bells again and we are
glad to be ringing.
It takes a long time to teach someone to be a bellringer in a
church tower. Each time a competent bellringer (for all sorts of
good reasons) decides to give up or take an extended break,
there is a sense of loss among their fellow ringers. Unlike many
hobbies, ringing is an activity where people of many different
levels of experience and skill can participate together as a band in
a way that is rewarding for all. All levels of experience are valued
and valuable. If you are someone who has taken a break, for
however long, would you consider returning? Bands are always
keen to include additional ringers; the addition of just one or two
competent ringers to a band can make a huge difference to the
variety of what can be attempted and to helping learners to make
progress. If half of all those who took time learning to ring, and
have since given up, were to return, the activity nationwide would
be transformed. You can be assured that you would be warmly
welcomed at any tower. We hope, too, that you would rediscover a
really rewarding pastime with both mental and physical
exercise. Please come and join us and relive the fun of ringing!
Do give me a ring and I can arrange for a gentle return to the end
of a rope or give you the contact for your local band
Frank Seabright 01531640252,
07515729178 stedmandoubles@gmail.com
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THE BELLS OF ST. MARY'S.
On Weds. 29th December 2021 the bells of St. Mary the Virgin,
Stoke Edith rang out in a quarter peal of Grandsire Doubles to
celebrate the Christmas season. Apart from a single bell tolling for a
funeral, this was the first time that the bells had been rung since
before the first COVID lockdown.
After over 36 years of faithful service as Tower Captain of St. Mary's,
Pat Gilbert has stepped down & handed the reins - or rather, ropes to Ashley Fortey, who was one of his ringing pupils in 1990.
Obviously this means that Ashley is already very familiar with the
Stoke Edith bells but, in addition, he has wide experience of ringing
in churches & cathedrals throughout the country. In the Hop
Churches benefice, Ashley has already been Tower Captain at
Yarkhill, Stoke Edith's sister church, for nearly 10 years. He was
responsible for their new ring of 8 bells dedicated to the local
'father of change ringing', Fabian Stedman.
It is now nearly a year since the plans for St. Mary's restoration were
forwarded to the Church Commissioners for approval after local
consultation. Let us hope that in 2022 the bells can ring out to
celebrate the official go-ahead which has been anticipated for so
long. In the meantime we welcome Ashley to his new role, & wish
Pat all the very best as he retires after so many years of maintaining
& ringing the Stoke Edith bells.

Photo Huddersfield Parish
Church
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Advance Notice
MUSIC AT BOSBURY 2022
In Holy Trinity Church

For more details please contact Esther Kay 01531 670634
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WORDSEARCH
Can you find 14 weather related words without consulting the list
on page 19

JANUARY SOLUTION
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This month’s recipe is taken from BBC easy GoodFood Slow cooker
favourites. Remember to leave out the nuts if allergic or, like me, you
just don’t like them!
SLOW COOKER RECIPE
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The Brook in February
by Sir Charles George Douglas Roberts

A snowy path for squirrel and fox,
It winds between the wintry firs.
Snow-muffled are its iron rocks,
And o'er its stillness nothing stirs.
But low, bend low a listening ear!
Beneath the mask of moveless white

A babbling whisper you shall hear—
Of birds and blossoms, leaves and light.
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Ledbury Health Partnership News
What is a healthy diet?
Eating a healthy diet is not about strict limitations, staying unrealistically
thin, or depriving yourself of the foods you love. It’s about feeling great,
having more energy, improving your health, and boosting your mood.
Switching to a healthy diet doesn’t have to be an all or nothing
proposition.
You don’t have to be perfect, you don’t have to eliminate foods you enjoy,
and you don’t have to change everything all at once—that usually only
leads to cheating or giving up on your new eating plan.
A better approach is to make a few small changes at a time. Keeping your
goals modest can help you achieve more in the long term without feeling
deprived or overwhelmed by a major diet overhaul. Think of planning a
healthy diet as small, manageable steps—like adding a salad to your diet
once a day.
As your small changes become habit, you can continue to add more
healthy choices. We all need a balance of protein, fat, carbohydrates, fibre,
vitamins, and minerals in our diets to sustain a healthy body. You don’t
need to eliminate certain categories of food from your diet, but rather
select the healthiestoptions from each category.

Happy and Health New Year from all at Ledbury GP Practice!
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Daily Telegraph
I could not resist the above Matt cartoon. I was, of course, drawn to it
following my 45 years working in the headquarters of a nationalised
industry; in local authorities; and in the Civil Service and most definitely
NOT current circumstances, editor.

HOP CHURCHES SERVICES

FEBRUARY 2 022
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Bringing in the Light—Tarrington on Thursday, 3rd February at 6pm
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FALLEN OAK—THE CROFT, ASHPERTON
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Bosbury 100 club
January winners
1st 37 G Smith
2nd 62 S Jones
3rd 45 J Eckersley 76 H Telfer
Paul Davies, 100 club organizer

WORD SE ARCH

104 S Tufnell
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A message from Ashperton Parish Council
As you will be aware the Queen will celebrate her official birthday
and platinum jubilee in June 2022 having acceded to the throne
on the death of her father on 6 February 1952. The unique
occasion will be marked by a four day bank holiday and
programme of national and local celebrations.
Ashperton Parish Council would like to organise some form of
local event on Sunday 5 June to bring together all Ashperton
residents, young and old for a street party or other event. The
Parish Council feel that such an event will also help residents
recover from the doldrums of the past two years.
Those who were around for the Diamond Jubilee in 2012 will
recall a street party on the Village Green with a pig roast and bar,
together with other food in the Hall. Whilst this does have the
advantage of the facilities in the Hall it was adjacent to the main
road.
Before embarking on detailed planning we would like to hear your
views on the format and location of the event. Please let us have
any ideas or suggestions, and any offers of assistance organising
or on the day either by email to the Village Hall email
ashpertonhall@gmail.com, in writing to the Parish Clerk, Janet
Chester, Mapleside Ashperton HR8 2RZ or to any member of the
Parish Council.

Andrew Hammond, Chair Ashperton Parish Council.
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Every six seconds somebody in the UK contacts Samaritans for help. Whether it’s
by phone, email or letter, Samaritan volunteers are available to support anyone
struggling to cope, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
Most people go through difficult times, and contacting someone who won’t
judge about what’s troubling you, no matter how large or small the issue feels,
can really help.
Suicide is not inevitable, it is preventable. and we know that suicidal thoughts
are often temporary and can be interrupted, so finding our contact details could
make all the difference.
Samaritans Herefordshire Branch want to raise awareness of the 24/7 emotional
support available, to as many people as possible in our local area during this
especially difficult time.
Phone free on 116 123
Email jo@samaritans.org.
Write to:
Freepost RSRB-KKBY-CYJK
Chris, PO Box 9090
Stirling FK8 2SA
In May 2020 Samaritans also launched a free Self-Help app to encourage people
to be kind to themselves and look after their emotional wellbeing. The app aims
to provide a means of accessing support for people who may struggle to use
Samaritans’ listening service, or find it difficult to express how they are feeling
when talking to someone. Visit selfhelp.samaritans.org to try out or download
the new web-based app and find out more.
If you might be able to lend a hand in Herefordshire by displaying posters or
contact cards please get in touch with :
Herefordshire Samaritans Outreach
44a Berrington Street, Hereford, HR4 0BJ
Email: outreach.director@herefordshire-samaritans.org
For more information about Samaritans, including other ways to help, please go
to www.Samaritans.org
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An author in our midst
James Perrett lives in Bosbury and has written a number of books including the recently published ‘Saviour Reimagined’ a rewriting of his
debut novella ‘Saviour, a Dystopian Love Story.’
Nobody would suggest that James’s books are light reading, containing
as they do graphic descriptions of mental health issues, drug use and
various forms of abuse. Saviour, published pre-pandemic in 2017, follows a worldwide flu pandemic which changed everything; Welcome to
Post Pandemic Britain!
Jake Marine has a pretty good life; wife, child, a job which he’s pretty
damn good at. He believes he is the people's ‘Saviour’. To be honest, a
lot of people think he's a bit of a loser. And he's not doing himself any
favours. Is a chance meeting with a mysterious Femme Fatale the catalyst for change or is Jake about to enter into a very dangerous game?
Jake is lost and just wants to find a way home.
Now, James has rewritten and reimagined the story with fresh content
and a new ending. He has also written about his own mental health
issues in ‘Me and My Borderline Personality Disorder’
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CHURCHWARDENS

Ashperton

Mrs Colleen Gardiner: 01531 670076

Bosbury

Miss Suanna Rosier: 01531 640444

Canon Frome

Mr Simon Macdonald: 01531 670723

Munsley

Mrs Linda Warner: 01531 632344
Mr Michael Robinson: 01531 670356

Stoke Edith
Stretton Grandison

Mr Rupert Foley: 01432 890269

Tarrington

Mr Tim Woods: 07772 170837
Mrs Sue Millington-Jones: 01531 633787

Yarkhill

Mr Ashley Fortey: 07894 728762

Mrs Jenneke Bryant: 01531 670555

TREASURERS

Ashperton

Mr Colin Myles: 01531 670920

Bosbury

Mr Keith Bayles: 01531 640895

Canon Frome

Mr Peter Davies: 01531 671210

Munsley

Carole Powell-Tuck: 01531 670242

Stoke Edith

Mr Rupert Foley: 01432 890269

Stretton Grandison

Mr Doug Smith: 01531 805080

Tarrington

Mr Graeme Forrester: 01432 890440

Yarkhill

Mrs Julia Savagar: 01432 890401
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Dedications & Saints of the Hop Churches.
No.6 - St. Philip & St. James, Tarrington.
These two apostles are often linked together in church dedications. James is
known as 'the less' to distinguish him from James 'the great', son of Zebedee. In
fact, there seem to be 4 of Jesus' followers called James - the son of Zebedee; the
son of Alphaeus; the brother/stepbrother of Jesus by an earlier marriage of
Joseph (or possibly a cousin, called 'brother' by Jewish custom); the son of Mary
Clopas, the other Mary present at the crucifixion & the empty tomb.
Referred to in Mark 15:40, this last James is called 'the younger' which may be
translated as 'small' & in Christian tradition has evolved into James the Less.
Some authorities believe that this James, son of Mary Clopas, & James son of
Alphaeus, were the same person. One tradition has Mary Clopas as the Virgin
Mary's half-sister, making James the Less a cousin of Jesus. This same tradition
holds that he looked very like Jesus, making Judas' kiss in the Garden of
Gethsemane necessary to identify Jesus.
James the Less is believed to be the author of the Epistle of James, seemingly
written before A.D.95 & certainly not later than A.D.150. Three apocryphal texts,
discovered at Nag Hammadi in 1945, are also attributed to him. He was head of
the early Church in Jerusalem & its first bishop, although the Eastern Orthodox
Church believes that this was a different James. Acts 15 tells how he presided
over a council to decide whether Gentile Christians should conform to Jewish
customs. According to the historian Josephus, James was sentenced to death by
the highest Jewish court, the Sanhedrin, for breaking their laws. He survived
stoning & was thrown from the temple roof into the valley of Jehosephat, where
he was finally beaten to death with a fuller's club & his body cut into pieces. His
emblem is often a fuller's club ( formerly used in cloth manufacture) although he
may hold a book representing his epistle, or a saw or sword with which he was
dismembered. He holds a book in a wooden altar panel from late 15th/early 16th
century Germany, in which he is shown with St. Philip & St. Bartholomew. He is
the patron saint of fullers & hatmakers, & his own feast day is 23rd October.
St. Philip was from Bethsaida, a largely Greek-speaking area north-east of the Sea
of Galilee. Together with Andrew & possibly Simon Peter, he was probably a
follower of John the Baptist before being called by Jesus, as described in John
1:43. Philip was responsible for calling Nathaniel to follow Jesus, & believed that
the Old Testament foretold Jesus' coming (John 1, 45-46). He may have been the
holder of funds for Jesus' followers, as he was asked about the cost of feeding the
5,000; however, Jesus was testing Philip as He already knew how they would be fed.
In the week before the Crucifixion, Philip helped some Greek-speaking Gentiles
who wanted to meet Jesus, & he may have used this language skill with other
Greek-speaking followers. At the Last Supper he asked Jesus, 'Show us the Father
& we shall be satisfied'; Jesus' response is seen in John 14, 8-9. John's gospel is
the only one to describe events associated with Philip; otherwise he is named in
lists of the 12 apostles & as being present in the upper room before the coming
of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2, 1-4.)
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Philip was presumably present at the Ascension, after which there is only tradition; the most persistent says that he carried the Gospel to Scythia & Phrygia.
He preached in Asia for many years, baptising people & ordaining priests &
deacons with the help of 2 or 3 of his daughters. However, he is not to be confused with Philip the Deacon, who is mentioned in Acts 6, 5-6 etc. & journeyed
to Samaria & Ethiopia.In the mid-2nd century A.D. Polycrates, Bishop of Ephesus, wrote to Pope Victor: 'Philip, who was one of the apostles, died at Hieropolis like 2 of his daughters; the 3rd died at Ephesus.' Philip was said to be 87 &
living in retirement with his daughters when he was martyred during the Domitian persecutions.He was crucified on a tall 'Tau' cross, possibly upside-down.

Often depicted as a young man with fair curly hair, Philip's emblems may be a
bread basket, loaves & fishes or a tall staff with a cross-piece on the top representing his martyrdom. He is the patron saint of bakers & basket-makers. His
name in Greek means 'horse-lover', & there is a carved stone horseman to the
right of the doorway into Tarrington church which may represent him. His own
feast-day is 14th November in the Eastern Church. Inside Tarrington church are
2 windows showing Philip & James. Philip, with fair, curly hair, holds a book to
symbolise his preaching & also a tall staff. James, however, has a pilgrim staff
with scrip or water-flask, & a scroll which reads 'Holy, Holy, Holy'. Apparently a
visitor once remarked that it was the wrong St. James - in other words, James
the Great - & it seems that the visitor may have been correct. Early representations of James the Great showed him with a scroll; later the pilgrim attributes
were added.
SS. Philip & James (the less!) are jointly celebrated on 3rd May.

