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A full colour version of the Newsletter is available on the Bosbury
Church website or via a link sent each month via a ‘blind’ circulation list
in order that recipients’ email addresses are not visible to others. To be
added to the list please email hopchurchnews@gmail.com
This month’s cover illustration is of an icon of St John the BaptistThe icon has
been attributed to the Cretan painter Michael Damaskinos and compared with
an icon by this painter in the Museum of Zakynthos, dated to the second half of
the sixteenth century (Lymberopoulou 2003). © British Museum,
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Rectors Ramblings – March 2022
‘It’s not easy’
Just recently one of our lay worship leaders in the benefice shared
a homily with me that they had been inspired to write for one of
our services here in the Hop Churches.
The homily was titled ‘It’s not easy’ and was centred on St Luke’s
account of Jesus’ sermon of ‘blessing & woes’. Both St Luke and St
Matthew include sermon’s that we know as the beatitudes in their
gospels. However, much as these accounts share similarities, I
know many would agree with me that the account in Matthew is so
much more easy on the ears!
St Luke presents an uncomfortable gospel at times. His is a gospel
of liberation for the poor, the persecuted and the oppressed. St
Luke shows that Jesus is concerned with justice and righteousness
and it can be uncomfortable reading for those of us with
comfortable lives.
It’s not easy being salt and light in a world that pays scant
attention to justice and righteousness. A world that perhaps even
seeks to present it as ‘optional’, something to be ‘economical
’with, or to be attended to when the priorities of wealth and power
have been addressed. However, in a world emerging from the
trauma of a global pandemic, it seems that everything is
vulnerable. We all face price rise increases for our food, our fuel,
our transport and for our leisure pursuits. For those of us with
mortgages, there are interest rises and whether we work or receive
other incomes, our money is not stretching in the way we have
become used to. It certainly isn’t easy, but is it as hard for us who
are reading Hop Churches News today, as it is for many in our
towns and villages or further afield in our nation and world?
Whatever our experience, I think many of us sense that the world is
feeling very ‘topsey turvey’ or upside down at present.

4

The Jesus presented to us by St Luke is very much a ‘turner of
tables’. Jesus turns things on their heads. The poor are blessed;
the wealthy and powerful are heaped with woes. It may be that at
present we don’t know quite where we sit in terms of blessings
and woes. However, we can be reassured that in Christ everything is supposed to be ‘upside down’. As we draw closer to
Easter, we still have a journey of reflection to take through the
season of Lent. As we do, I challenge you to count your blessings
and pay them forward where you can. Then, when or if the woes
seem like they might overwhelm you, to trust in the promise that
in Christ all things can and are being made new. It’s not easy is
it, but then again, whoever said it was supposed to be!
Blessings to you all.
Mandy
07780 586846 mandy.willialms@hopchurches.org.uk
Bringing in the Light 3rd March 2022
Thank you to Tarrington for hosting our last
service in February and to those who came. Upon
arrival, it was lovely to walk through the
churchyard, with the carpets of snowdrops still
visible in the dim light and then to enter the church glowing with
candle light – a real sense of hope and tranquillity in dark times.
March’s service will be on Thursday, 3rd March at 6pm at Yarkhill and I
look forward to being with you as we continue to pray for God’s light
and blessings in our Benefice and beyond. Please do come and join us
– and bring your candles!
In April, I will then continue our service starting alphabetically once
more -it would be good to know whether you would prefer it on a
different day or time (I know the darkness of the winter months can be
difficult in our rural churches so it might be possible to start the
service earlier during those months). Do let me know these or other
thoughts/ideas you might have on our ‘Bringing in the Light’ service –
if you would like to email me, I can be contacted at
l.i.melhuish@gmail.com
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HOLY TRINITY BOSBURY

Come and join us for posy-making and craft
activities in preparation for Mothering Sunday
on
SATURDAY 26th MARCH
Between 2-3.30pm
************

SUNDAY 27th MARCH
MOTHERING SUNDAY SERVICE
10.30am in Bosbury Church
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Reader’s Ramblings from Linde
I am now half way through my ordination training – exciting times
continue! I have survived my trial by six Stage 1 Zoom interviews that
I mentioned last month. It was a fascinating yet demanding all- day
experience so I was both relieved and thankful to receive most
generous feedback, so thoughtfully expressed. Additionally, this also
then involved having separate meetings with the Director of
Ordinands and then Bishop Richard, both of whom were so
encouraging and it is to be hoped that if Stage 2 goes well, I can be
ordained at Petertide. Now I await to hear the arrangements for these
‘live’ interviews, which take place in a residential setting – there are
also more online forms to be filled in, references to be arranged,
etc. Certainly, a thorough procedure.
At the same time, my studies at St Mellitus continue apace – we are
blessed by the first class lecturers who express both their knowledge
and their faith in a heartfelt way. This term, I have been particularly
impressed with visiting lecturer, Dr Isabelle Hamley (she wrote the
Archbishop of Canterbury’s 2021 Lent book, ‘Embracing Justice’). She
is also Theological Adviser to the House of Bishops & was formerly
Chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury – and is certainly a wise
and gifted teacher. In continuing our Old Testament studies, we have
recently delved into Joshua and Judges – especially examining and
analysing Judges 19: a most disturbing vignette, which many might
find surprising to find in the Bible – it’s certainly not for the fainthearted. In view of some universities now putting in ‘trigger warnings’
for some potentially disturbing English Literature and Classics texts,
no doubt Theology departments will follow suit at some stage –
although I sincerely hope not!
St Mellitus also arranges for its ordinands to take part in a retreat
over a long weekend, which takes place in early April. Currently, I am
awaiting confirmation of where I am going, as there are 15 venues on
offer. I may well need this, as my termly assignment will be due in
just beforehand – this time, on the Book of Ruth, fortunately, a
favourite of mine.
As ever, your encouragement, interest and prayers are much
appreciated.
Linde Melhuish
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EXPLORING

Saturday 26th March
10am – 1pm
in
Bosbury Church
We invite you to come and join us as we
discover and explore together some different
and inspiring ways of praying
Please contact Nicky Seabright for more information
revdnick@gmail.com or 01531 640252
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On Saturday 5th February the bells of St. Mary the Virgin, Stoke Edith

rang out again in a quarter peal of Grandsire Doubles. This was
in commemoration of Her Majesty the Queen's accession to the
throne on February 6th, 1952 - a platinum anniversary.
Our new Tower Captain, Ashley Fortey, assembled a band of
ringers from both the local area & much further afield, & we look
forward to more ringing in the future.
Unfortunately Stoke Edith bells cannot be used as normal during
the Hereford Ringing Course, which is able to take place again in
April after a 2-year absence. This is because the small area of the
ringing chamber does not fulfil the requirements of Covid
restrictions.
However, a celebration for the platinum anniversary of the
Queen's Coronation is already planned, together with other
opportunities for hearing these lovely bells again in the near
future. The church itself may be currently 'out of bounds' awaiting
restoration, but the tower & its bells are very much back in use.
BOSBURY ORGAN NEEDS YOUR HELP
Bosbury church is home to a remarkable pipe organ. Built in 1871 and
improved in 1897, it is a splendid Victorian survivor and is one of the
best church organs in Herefordshire.
This historic instrument was provided by a wealthy benefactor at the
end of the 19th century. It has served the people of Bosbury well for
over 125 years, accompanying the regular weekly services and
significant life events - baptisms, weddings and funerals - as well as
national commemorations of Remembrance and more recently the
memorial service for HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.
Musically speaking, its thousands of pipes can produce a wealth of
different sounds from a tiny whisper to a full trumpet chorus.
From an engineering point of view it is an example of intricate
craftsmanship in wood, containing some unique mechanisms.
The ornately painted visible pipes are an untouched example of late
Victorian decoration.
Unfortunately our organ is now in need of a complete overhaul and
restoration. We hope to accomplish this over the next few years, so that
the Bosbury organ can continue to serve the church and local
community for the next 125 years. Without this work it is in danger of
catastrophic failure at any time.
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We n e e d yo u r
help!
This work will be costly,
so in due course we will
be asking for donations
and pledges.

But we a lso
n ee d
Expertise in
communicating this news
to a wider world - to local
groups and online including graphic design
and internet publicity
Enthusiastic fundraisers people with ideas, and
those who are willing to
run or help with events
Photographs and/or
reminiscences of your life
events where the organ
played a memorable part
Attendance at musical
events which display the
organ's capabilities
Experience in making applications to grant giving organisations
If you have any help to offer please contact

Bosbury 100 club
February winners
1st 117 G Blewitt
2nd 41 R Burrow
3rd 30 A Krinks

31 P Krinks

54 P Thomas
Paul Davies, 100 club organizer
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MUSIC AT BOSBURY 2022
In Holy Trinity Church

Good Friday April 15th at 7pm
A Musical Meditation
Refugium present a programme of music and readings for Lent
and Passiontide
Interval refreshments
Retiring collection in aid of Embrace the Middle East
Refugium, a chamber choir formed in the wake of lockdown, gave
a highly acclaimed debut concert of Remembrance music in
Bosbury church last November.
They return with a programme of music for Lent and Passiontide,
singing some of the most moving choral music ever written,
including Purcell's 'Hear my prayer', Lotti's 'Crucifixus' and Allegri's
'Miserere', interspersed with biblical and non-biblical readings.
With Roger Allen, Organ.
Saturday May 7th at 7pm
Elgar comes to Bosbury
Music for Violin and Piano played by John Parsons and Roger
Allen
In aid of Bosbury Church Organ Restoration Fund
Tickets £10 Adult
For more details please contact Esther Kay 01531 670634
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WORDSEARCH (List on page 30)
Can you find the ‘Big 10’ animals you might see on safari in
Africa. Believe it or not, I have stroked two of these (nervously)
and picked up another (very nervously), all with scary teeth!–

editor

FEBRUARY SOLUTION
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This month’s recipe is from The Australian
Women’s Weekly Wok Favourites.
Kecap Manis is an Indonesian soy sauce
sweetened with palm sugar. Hoisin sauce may
be substituted
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Here’s a poetic offering for March. I’m rather fond of Emily Dickinson’s
poetry- I always feel they repay re-reading! I like the way she humorously
personifies March as a welcome visitor after the winter months:. Linde
Melhuish

Dear March, come in!
How glad I am!
I looked for you before.
Put down your hat —
You must have walked —
How out of breath you are!
Dear March, how are you?
And the rest?
Did you leave Nature well?
Oh, March, come right upstairs with
me,
I have so much to tell!
I got your letter, and the birds’;
The maples never knew
That you were coming, — I declare,
How red their faces grew!
But, March, forgive me —
And all those hills
You left for me to hue;
There was no purple suitable,
You took it all with you.
Who knocks? That April!
Lock the door!
I will not be pursued!
He stayed away a year, to call
When I am occupied.
But trifles look so trivial
As soon as you have come,
That blame is just as dear as praise
And praise as mere as blame.
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Ledbury Health Partnership News
New GP appointment system at LHP, an update and a clarification
In January we introduced a new appointment booking system to enable
you to speak to your GP more quickly and to encourage continuity of
care, recognising how important this is for you.
We realise that we were not clear about the importance of calling on
the day that your GP works. You may not be aware, but all patients are
allocated to a GP’s personal list and to ensure continuity of care, we
will encourage you to book a call with your own GP. If you aren’t sure
who this is, please ask.
Our lines are open from 8am so please call us as early in the day as
possible on the day that your GP works. The GPs have a set number of
appointments available to book and once full, you may need to call
back on their next working day depending on your medical need.
We expect the phone lines to be busy at the beginning of the day, but
rest assured; we will always answer your call; however long the queue.
We have employed 2 new receptionists to ensure that we have as
many people answering phones as possible during busy periods.
Please see the table for the days that GPs work.
There are 2 GPs without a patient list working at the Practice and they
work on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays. You will be offered a
call with these GPs if yours is unavailable, and if these GPs have
capacity.
Please remember that another health professional may be able to help
you. Our Reception team are trained to ask you some questions in
order to ‘care navigate’ you towards the best clinician qualified to deal
with you; e.g. a Nurse, an Advanced Care Practitioner, a Pharmacist or
a Physiotherapist; all of whom work at, or with, the Practice.
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HOP CHURCHES SERVICES
March 2022
Ashperton
Bosbury

MARCH 2022

13th March

20th March

27th March

1st Sunday of Lent

2nd Sunday of Lent

3rd Sunday of Lent

4th Sunday of Lent –
Mothering Sunday

Joint service with Stretton
Grandison
9:30 Zoom Worship
6:00pm Evening Worship

9:30 BCP Parish
Communion
11:00 CW Parish
Communion

9:30 CW Parish Communion

9:30 BCP Parish
Communion
10:30 CW Morning
Worship
11:00 CW Parish
Communion

10:30 Morning Worship

Canon Frome
Munsley

9:30 Morning Worship

Stoke Edith

Joint service with Yarkhill

Stretton Grandison

9:30 BCP Parish
Communion (Joined by
Ashperton)
9:30 CW Parish
Communion
11:00 CW Parish
Communion (Joined by
Stoke Edith

Tarrington
Yarkhill

9:30 CW Parish
Communion
Joint service with Yarkhill

9:30 CW Parish
Communion

9:30 CW Parish Communion
11:00 Morning worship
(joined by Stoke Edith)

Bringing in the Light—Yarkhill on Thursday, 3rd March at 6pm

10:30 Mothering
Sunday
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6th March
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St John The Baptist
Yarkhill

By Smb1001 - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=23403913
Wikipedia
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So here are my tips.
TIP No. 1 Don’t buy a transcription, go for the original, click on the
View Image and pay £3.50. The form is filled in by hand but on your
computer you can always enlarge it and make it sharper.
TIP No. 2 To save time go straight in to:
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/1921-census
When you put in a name and place they ask you to sign in to see the
result. Give your name, email and choose a password. Then you are in.
When you place an order, they charge your credit card.
Tip No. 3 Don’t expect too much. The information the census asks for
is a bit quirky. For example the form has a strange column for
MARRIAGE or ORPHANHOOD.
Tip No. 4 Find the hidden page. When you pay for and see the census
page you can also see the next page to the right (click on the tiny
arrow half way up on the right). This shows the name of the property.
Useful to check this.
And to end I have a cheeky request. If you download a census page for
a Bosbury family, would you perhaps consider letting me have a
copy? I would love to have all the Bosbury people on my website but
to see all 231 households would cost over £800!
Happy ancestor hunting,
Barry Sharples
bosburyboy2@gmail.com
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1.

It’s pruning time for summer flowering clematis, wisteria,
winter jasmine, buddleia, cornus, evergreen shrubs,
climbing and bush roses
2.
Sow early seeds under glass
3.
Plant summer flowering bulbs
4.
Cut back sedum and ornamental grasses
5.
Move deciduous plants growing in the “wrong” place while
they are dormant
6.
Lift and divide border plants if necessary, insert supports
7.
Pot up some gladioli corms for early flowing or tuberous
begonias in pots or trays for planting out later
8.
Hoe and mulch weeds to keep them under control
especially in the veggie patch
9.
Plant onion sets and early potatoes
10. Clean and disinfect greenhouses ready for all those new

seedlings
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Every six seconds somebody in the UK contacts Samaritans for help. Whether it’s
by phone, email or letter, Samaritan volunteers are available to support anyone
struggling to cope, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
Most people go through difficult times, and contacting someone who won’t
judge about what’s troubling you, no matter how large or small the issue feels,
can really help.
Suicide is not inevitable, it is preventable. and we know that suicidal thoughts
are often temporary and can be interrupted, so finding our contact details could
make all the difference.
Samaritans Herefordshire Branch want to raise awareness of the 24/7 emotional
support available, to as many people as possible in our local area during this
especially difficult time.
Phone free on 116 123
Email jo@samaritans.org.
Write to:
Freepost RSRB-KKBY-CYJK
Chris, PO Box 9090
Stirling FK8 2SA
In May 2020 Samaritans also launched a free Self-Help app to encourage people
to be kind to themselves and look after their emotional wellbeing. The app aims
to provide a means of accessing support for people who may struggle to use
Samaritans’ listening service, or find it difficult to express how they are feeling
when talking to someone. Visit selfhelp.samaritans.org to try out or download
the new web-based app and find out more.
If you might be able to lend a hand in Herefordshire by displaying posters or
contact cards please get in touch with :
Herefordshire Samaritans Outreach
44a Berrington Street, Hereford, HR4 0BJ
Email: outreach.director@herefordshire-samaritans.org
For more information about Samaritans, including other ways to help, please go
to www.Samaritans.org
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The Cart Shed provides tailored therapeutic support in a woodland setting,
helping those experiencing an imbalance in their lives to heal, learn new skills,
find friendship and a future.
The aims and objectives are:· To provide opportunities for communities and individuals experiencing social exclusion through disability, unemployment, age or economic disadvantage, by offering a series of training programmes to facilitate progression towards the employment market.
· To provide the opportunity for people to enjoy and understand the natural
environment and to demonstrate the benefits of rural skills therapy to the
improvement of health and well-being.
· To provide volunteering and employment opportunities to the local community.
· To lift the aspirations of people with mental health problems and learning
difficulties and those who support them.
· To monitor and evaluate the impact of our interventions.
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MARCH WORDSEARCH
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CHURCHWARDENS

Ashperton

Mrs Colleen Gardiner: 01531 670076

Bosbury

Miss Suanna Rosier: 01531 640444

Canon Frome

Mr Simon Macdonald: 01531 670723

Munsley

Mrs Linda Warner: 01531 632344
Mr Michael Robinson: 01531 670356

Stoke Edith
Stretton Grandison

Mr Rupert Foley: 01432 890269

Tarrington

Mr Tim Woods: 07772 170837
Mrs Sue Millington-Jones: 01531 633787

Yarkhill

Mr Ashley Fortey: 07894 728762

Mrs Jenneke Bryant: 01531 670555

TREASURERS

Ashperton

Mr Colin Myles: 01531 670920

Bosbury

Mr Keith Bayles: 01531 640895

Canon Frome

Mr Peter Davies: 01531 671210

Munsley

Carole Powell-Tuck: 01531 670242

Stoke Edith

Mr Rupert Foley: 01432 890269

Stretton Grandison

Mr Doug Smith: 01531 805080

Tarrington

Mr Graeme Forrester: 01432 890440

Yarkhill

Mrs Julia Savagar: 01432 890401
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SAINTS & DEDICATIONS OF THE HOP CHURCHES
No. 7 - ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, YARKHILL.
John the Baptist was the last Old Testament prophet & a New Testament
martyr. His parents were Zachariah, a temple priest, & Elizabeth, a cousin
of the Virgin Mary. They were childless, but the Angel Gabriel appeared
to Zechariah in the temple & told him that they would have a son. The
boy's name was to be John, & he would prepare the way for the coming
Messiah, as foretold in Isaiah 40:3 & Malachi 3:1. Zachariah was struck
dumb after questioning how this could be possible.
The Virgin Mary visited Elizabeth with the news that she, too, was to give
birth to a son; at Mary's words Elizabeth's child 'leaped in her
womb' (Luke 1:41). When John was born, no-one could understand the
choice of name, but Zechariah's voice returned & he insisted that John
was what the child must be called.
As an adult, John left home to live in the wilderness, where he wore
clothes made of camel skin & ate locusts & wild honey. About A.D.28 he
left the desert to preach repentance & social justice (Luke 3:11),
gathering a crowd of followers whom he baptised in the River Jordan.
When Jesus Himself came to be baptised, John recognised His divinity,
saying, 'Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.'
All 4 gospels describe the heavens opening & the Spirit of God
descending on Jesus in the form of a dove.
Soon after baptising Jesus, John denounced Herod Antipas for marrying
his half-brother's wife, Herodias. She was furious at the accusation & had
John thrown into prison. When Herod gave a great feast, Herodias'
daughter Salome danced for the guests; this pleased Herod so much that
he offered Salome anything she wanted. Prompted by her mother,
Salome asked for the head of John the Baptist. Herod was reluctant but,
bound by his promise, he had John beheaded & gave the head to
Salome on a platter. John thus became the first martyr of the Christian
era, even before St. Stephen, around A.D.29. His headless body was
buried by his followers but Julian the Apostate had it dug up & burned in
361/2 A.D. Some relics were saved by the Knights of Malta, later the
Order of St. John.
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Sometimes John is depicted holding a cross of reeds, or a scroll reading
'Ecce Agnus Dei' ('Behold the Lamb of God') or 'Ego vox clamavi in
deserto' ('I am a voice crying in the wilderness'). In paintings, particularly
Italian art of the 15th/16th centuries, he is often shown as a boy with
the infant Christ, the Virgin Mary & Elizabeth. In Hereford Cathedral
there is a beautiful stone statue of John holding a lamb - the Lamb of
God - & wearing an amazing robe of a complete camel skin. The camel's
head hangs down at the front of the robe & each hair of its skin is
clearly delineated. Unfortunately the Lamb's head was struck off,
probably during the Reformation or Civil War. It may have had a halo &
a flag with a red cross, an image which came to denote purity. It was
stamped on ingots of Cornish tin to indicate high quality; it was also
adopted as the badge of Preston in Lancashire. The pub name 'Lamb &
Flag' also stems from the
same image.
John the Baptist is
mentioned in all four
gospels, & his continuing
influence is attested in
Acts 18:25. Outside the
New Testament he is
mentioned by the historian
Josephus. His feast day is
24th June.

Titian
1540
oil on canvas
Gallerie dell'Accademia

