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GETHSEMANE GARMENTS
Bosbury’s Holy Trinity Church is hosting an intriguing and unusual exhibition
called Gethsemane Garments this Easter.
The Exhibition consists of 4 large, unique robes exploring struggle and suffering but also hope in the world. The Garments were created using a mixture of
machine and hand-sewing, dyed, painted and printed materials including
beads, shells, bone and a variety of synthetic and natural fabrics.
Those who have staged it say “This stunning Exhibition is both colourful and
unique. Each garment is larger than life and all who visit the Exhibition cannot
fail to be moved and impressed. Each garment speaks to people differently. ”
The exhibition is positioned at different points around the church giving visitors space to walk around each exhibit at their leisure and discover what the
garments say to them.
A printed guide is available for those who want a more guided introduction to
the Exhibition.
The Exhibition runs from Thursday 31st March to Sunday 24th April and is
open daily during daylight hours.
The Exhibition is part of Holy Trinity Church’s celebration of Easter.
You can enjoy an Exhibition previewed with the artist on
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nFmrrLp7ww
More details from Revd. Nicky Seabright revdnick@gmail.com

Refurbishment of Ashperton Church Altar,

A full colour version of the Newsletter is available on the Bosbury
Church website or via a link sent each month via a ‘blind’ circulation list
in order that recipients’ email addresses are not visible to others. To be
added to the list please email hopchurchnews@gmail.com

Front illustration—Christ crowned with thorns, between angels
with instruments of the Passion. Stained glass panel by Gerhard
Remisch, from Steinfield Abbey near Cologne. V&A Museum

After over 40 years on display the Altar Tapestry Frontal and Velvet
surround are looking very sorrowful. To mark our Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee, together with the return to normal for our Church after closure
during the Pandemic, the P C C would like to give the Altar a facelift.
The Tapestry Frontal is unique, to repair and replace the Velvet
surround a sum of £1,010 is needed. The Church closure and lack of
fundraising means the Church funds have to prioritise the day to day
costs.
We would sincerely appreciate your help to give our Altar a facelift to
bring it back to life, if you can donate towards the refurbishment,
contact Freda Helme Tel 670586, Colin Myles, Treasurer, 670920.
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Rectors Ramblings – April 2022
Unfortunately Mandy is unable to provide her usual ‘Rector’s
ramblings’ this month (‘Computer says no’). I thought I would fill
the space with some of my own thoughts.
Editor’s notes
Nobody with an ounce of compassion can fail to be moved by
images of devastation and desperation emerging from Ukraine.
Nor can anyone justifiably criticise the level of public sympathy and
support towards those fleeing with their children to safety, even if
some governments are showing less enthusiasm or urgency.
However, the horrendous situation in Ukraine has eclipsed the
plight of others fleeing conflict and/or starvation and who are
risking their lives and those of their children to reach a safe haven
and who are not universally welcomed in the same manner.
I previously wrote of my visit to Albania shortly after the fall of the
communist regime and the opening of the borders, the country
having previously been sealed off from the rest of the World. As
we approached Sarande from Corfu my travelling companions and
I were ‘entertained’ by what can best be described as a gaggle of
young boys who had swum out to the boat with the assistance of
floating aids, inflated inner tubes, blocks of polystyrene and all
manner. They climbed onto the boat hands outstretched laughing
and shouting ‘dollars, dollars’. As the crew fought them off they
just climbed back like monkeys, but less menacing. As we
disembarked we were met with a different image. A country in
ruins. Away from the seafront many apartment blocks had partially
collapsed but were still inhabited, forlorn and bedraggled people
were queuing outside empty shops, dogs roaming wild amongst
the rubble and the occasional heavily armed soldier, one of whom
told our ‘guide’ that “all our officers have left and we are waiting
for someone to tell us what to do”. As our mood became more
sombre we were assailed by another group of children, this time
clearly suffering from malnutrition and dressed in little more than
rags begging not for dollars but for food. We fell somewhat silent
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and were deeply disturbed by what we saw. It dawned on me
that we were so upset by what we saw because these children
were white and European. We then felt worse because it should
make no difference. Those few moments and the guilt I felt have
shaped my life forever.
All compassionate countries and governments should be
sympathetic to refugees from terror, conflict and starvation
whatever the colour of their skin or country of origin. A parent
trying to protect their children should be treated the same
whether fleeing the Russian invasion of Ukraine, indiscriminate
bombing by government forces in Syria, persecution by militant
Talliban in Afghanistan or any other conflict zone.
Andrew Hammond, editor

Thank you to Yarkhill for hosting our
service in March and to all those who
came. It felt such an enriching time of
prayer and reflection. We started by praying for our Benefice churches
and then widened our prayers to include Ukraine and Russia, with
appropriate quiet music. We were fortunate that Ashley rang the bells
at 7pm, joining in with many churches across the UK , as we sought
God’s healing presence in Ukraine & Russia. Thank you too, Mike
Robinson, for ringing the bells at Munsley!
Please note we will next meet in MAY as I am not available on 7th
April and the following week is Holy Week. We will meet again
on Thursday, 5th May at 6pm at Ashperton. I look forward to us
praying together as we continue to seek God’s light, love,
comfort and blessings in our Benefice and beyond. Please do come
and join us – and bring your candles!
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Reader’s Ramblings from Linde
Everything gathers apace! I have now received notification of my
second stage BAP (Bishops’ Advisory Panel) interviews over two
days - 6th & 7th April- hence my having to delay the Bringing
in the Light service. This takes place at a Retreat Centre so I
have been allocated a place in Staffordshire at Shallowford
House.

Prior to this, I had to complete an intensive form that took
over 8 hours to finish, which was quite demanding in content
as it required a very reflective as well as analytical approach:
not something you can just dash off. It was also frustrating
when the link lost about 3 hours of my work! You can imagine
how relieved I felt when I clicked ‘send’ & later, the Director of
Ordinands gave it his approval! My poor referees also had to
complete a very detailed form, with 24 searching questions so I
am most grateful to them.
At this two day event, I shall be with a group of other would-be
ordinands (from different dioceses) and we will have group
exercises as well as individual written reflections to look forward
to, in addition to two one hour, in-depth interviews, each with
two bishop’s advisers. The results, I am told, will be available
about a week later - one is either ‘Recommended’ or not. Scary
stuff! It’s a new system of selection, so it feels like one is
somewhat going into the unknown.
I think I’m going to need the 3 day retreat my college has
arranged, which by luck, happens to be a few days earlier,
which will also be closely followed by mock group interviews
arranged by Hereford Diocese.
It’s going to be full-on so your prayers will be all the more
welcome! It’s an exciting journey, nonetheless…

Linde Melhuish
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St John the Baptist, Yarkhill
& St Mary the Virgin, Stoke Edith

Tuesday 12th April, 7.30pm

TENEBRAE
A candlelit service of prayers, hymns,
readings, plainsong & meditations for Holy
Week.
Please bring a torch with you as it may be dark at the end of the
service.
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Bosbury is planning a Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 25th JUNE!
On Tuesday evening in The Bell there was an open meeting to
discuss how Bosbury could join in the national celebrations. A
general brainstorming was held over a drink or two and lots of
of ideas were shared between individual villagers and representatives from the Parish Hall Committee, Parish council, the
W.I. and Holy Trinity Church.
So far the ideas are to have a lighting of the beacons “Beacon
BBQ at the Bell” on Thursday 2nd June, “Teas and Tiara’s” fun
event in the Church or Parish hall on Saturday 4th June, and a
bring and share, “Public Picnic Lunch Street Party” on Sunday
the 5th, followed by a “Pimms and Hymns Thanks Giving service” in the Church to round things of on the Sunday evening.
You have all seen the photo’s from street parties celebrating in
the past - so we are hoping to create some of that fun and community feel good mood again after a challenging few years, so
we would love to involve neighbours, clubs and organisations
from all areas of the Parish.
At this time ideas are being co-ordinated by Liz Cooke of the
Parish Council – and you can have a say ! So if you have any
ideas, resources or suggestions please get in touch!
Mobile: 07854 439596 / cooke145@btinternet.com
You can read all about the national celebrations being planned
here: https://platinumjubilee.gov.uk/
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MUNSLEY PCC
Munsley AGM will be held on
Wednesday 25th May 2022
at 6.00pm.
Monday 11th, Tuesday 12th
& Wednesday 13th

St Bartholomew’s Church,
Munsley

Bosbury — Compline
6:30pm

Everybody is welcome to attend.

Yarkhill—Tenebrae 7:30pm
Maundy Thursday – 14th April
Holy Communion
Bosbury 7pm
Tarrington 7pm
Good Friday 15th April
Good Friday Reflection
Canon Frome 11am
Ashperton 2pm
Munsley 2pm
Bosbury 7pm
Walk of Witness
Tarrington to Yarkhill
1:30pm

Sue Allman,
Secretary of Munsley PCC
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MUSIC AT BOSBURY 2022
In Holy Trinity Church

Good Friday April 15th at 7pm
A Musical Journey through Lent and Passiontide
Refugium present a meditative programme of music and readings.
Refugium, a chamber choir formed in the wake of lockdown, gave
a highly acclaimed debut concert of Remembrance music in
Bosbury church last November.
They return with a varied programme of music for Lent and
Passiontide, singing some of the most moving choral music ever
written, including Purcell's 'Hear my prayer', Lotti's 'Crucifixus' and
Allegri's 'Miserere', interspersed with biblical and non-biblical
readings.
With Roger Allen, Organ.

Interval refreshments
Retiring collection in aid of Embrace the Middle East
Embrace the MIddle East is a Christian charity which has been
working in the region for more than 160 years to help people of
all faiths and none to free themselves from a life of poverty and
injustice.

The Cart Shed provides tailored therapeutic support in a woodland setting,
helping those experiencing an imbalance in their lives to heal, learn new skills,
find friendship and a future.
The aims and objectives are:· To provide opportunities for communities and individuals experiencing social exclusion through disability, unemployment, age or economic disadvantage, by offering a series of training programmes to facilitate progression towards the employment market.
· To provide the opportunity for people to enjoy and understand the natural
environment and to demonstrate the benefits of rural skills therapy to the
improvement of health and well-being.
· To provide volunteering and employment opportunities to the local community.
· To lift the aspirations of people with mental health problems and learning
difficulties and those who support them.
· To monitor and evaluate the impact of our interventions.
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Saturday May 7th at 7pm

Ashperton Church Lottery Results
1st £50

Yours truly, Andrew Hammond (and it was not fixed!)

2nd £20 Andrew Tector
3rd £10

Jim Clay

4th ££5

Sharon Barnes

Bosbury 100 club
March Winners
1st
91 P Pugh
2nd
15 G Andrews
3rd
3 M Howe 40 C Claffney 43 B Moffat
Paul Davies 100 club Organizer

Ashperton Church
Easter Lilies

Elgar comes to Bosbury
Music for Violin and Piano by ‘local’ composer Edward Elgar
(1857-1934) played by John Parsons Violin and Roger Allen
piano.
Programme to include the well-loved miniatures Chanson de
Matin, Chanson de Nuit and Salut d'amour and the Sonata for
Violin and Piano Op 82.
John Parsons read Music at Reading University, and studied the
violin with Brien Stait, Hugh Bean, Nona Liddell and Kato
Havas. John taught the violin for Berkshire county music service
from 1983-92, and conducted at the Schools’ Prom in the
Royal Albert Hall in 1991. He was Head of Strings at
Charterhouse from 1992 to 2018. John is an active free-lance
violinist, and has played in many orchestras including the
Southern Sinfonia and the Guildford Philharmonic Orchestra,
and in several chamber groups. He plays on a modern violin by
Andreas Hudelmeyer, a fine Dominique Peccatte bow from the
1860s, and occasionally performs on the ‘1696’ Stradivarius.
Roger Allen is Emeritus Fellow in Music, St Peter's College,
University of Oxford. He has recently retired to live in the
Bosbury area where his wife Pamela has long-standing local
connections.

We are including Lilies in our Easter Flower Arrangements.
If you would like a Lily or Lilies in memory of a loved one,
Please give your donation with name or names to,
Audrey Alford, tel no 670903.

In aid of Bosbury Church Organ Restoration Fund
Tickets £10 Adult
For more details please contact Esther Kay 01531 670634
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WORDSEARCH (List on page 23)
This month we have 18 items found in the kitchen.

MARCH SOLUTION
In case you were wondering,
the animals I stroked were a
lion and a cheetah and the
one I picked up was a
crocodile almost one metre
long!
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east side of the chancel, as the cost of the Vicar, the Rev T H Bird and beneath
it is placed a room for the heating apparatus.
The interior fittings of the church are new throughout. The pulpit, reading desk
and the seats, altar rails and other fittings in the chancel are of old oak with
pierced panels lined in some cases with crimson cloth which has a chaste and
good effect. The church has now accommodation for 216 worshippers, being
61 in excess of that previously existing; and of those seats 106 are free—a
very good proportion, quite adequate, we should imagine, to the wants of the
parish, The style in which the alterations have been carried out is that of the
latter part of the 13th Century. The work is generally plain and massive, the
ornament being obtained chiefly by chamfered piercings in the wood work
and by carved corbels and terminations to the label mouldings. These have
been very well executed by Mr. Henry Frith of Gloucester . The cost of the
restoration will, in round numbers, be £1,000. The Dean and Chapter of
Hereford Cathedral, who are the impropriators under St. Catherine's Hospital,
Ledbury, have made a grant of £105 towards the restoration fund. The
parishioners have raised the sum of £600 by voluntary subscriptions and by
loan. The Right Hon. the Lady Emily Foley has given a donation of £50; the
representatives of the late John Cleife, Esq., of The Castles, £25 ; the
Incorporated Church Building Society, £30; and the Diocesan Church Building
Society, £25.
We come now to the formal ceremony of re-opening the church on Thursday
morning. Half-past 11 o'clock was the hour appointed for the commencement
of the service, but considerably before that time a numerous congregation had
assembled within the church, among whom were—the Lady Emily Foley and
Miss Lambert; Miss Poole, the Homend; Mrs. Bird, the vicarage; etc.etc. As
soon as the doors were opened for the admission of the parishioners
generally and the school children, the church became filled in every part; and
there must have been upwards of 300 persons present.. A large body of the
clergy and laity were afterwards entertained at luncheon at the Vicarage.
Hospitality, indeed, reigned throughout the parish, visitors being warmly
welcomed at the residence of Mr. John Vevers ; Mr. Hall, of Garford; Mr.
Moore, of Monksbury-court; Mr. Pitt, The Castle, etc.etc. The poor of the parish
had not been forgotten, for on Tuesday there was a distribution of bread and
meat — carried out under the superintendence of Mr. Hall, the acting
churchwarden—which had been provided by a subscription among the
wealthier parishioners. Each family received from 4lbs. to 6lbs. of beef,
according to its number, with a proportionate allowance of bread ; between
400lbs. and 500lbs. of meat being thus given away, so that the poor, who
shall never cease out of the land, might participate in the general feeling of
joy and gratitude on completion of a work of such importance and interest as
the restoration of the ancient parish church.
The workmen employed by Messers Niblett and King were also provided with a
supper in the evening, prepared at the Castle Farm; yesterday (Friday) the Rev
T H Bird entertained the churchwardens and the leading parishioners at the
Vicarage. This the re-opening of Yarkhill church carried out under the joyous
smiles of the orb of the day, ad with becoming solemnity and hospitality, has
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On 14 February 1863 the Hereford Times published a long article on the REOPENING OF YARKHILL CHURCH. Extracts from that article are reprinted below.
It is amazing what could be achieved at a cost of £1000 (=£134,000 today) but
how much restoration is now needed and at what cost?
In the early part of the month of June last we had to perform the pleasing duty
of recording the proceedings in connection with the ceremony of laying the
foundation-stone for the restoration, or we may with more propriety say the
rebuilding, of the parish church of Yarkhill We then wrote of the old edifice that
it was a type, of too many rural churches in this diocese—little other than a
mass of crumbling ruins, cold, damp, and uncomfortable, and in its material
features wholly unattractive as a temple for the worship of the loving God. We
also recorded the fact that, after the laying of the foundation stone by Mrs.
Bird, the wife of the much-respected Vicar of the parish, the works would be
vigorously pushed forward, so that, with as little delay as possible, the sacred
edifice, restored and beautified, should again resound with the voice of prayer
and praise. We have now, after the lapse of only about seven months, to record
the pleasing fact that the restoration of the church has been completed in so
satisfactory a manner that the marvellous change which has been wrought in so
short a time seems almost to imply the operation of a more than human agency
-that it was formally re-opened for divine service on Thursday last— and that
the day was indeed a "red-letter" day in the history of the parish of Yarkhill.
From Mr. Blashill the architect we obtain an accurate account of what has been
done in the work of restoration. The old church of Yarkhill consisted of a
chancel, nave, south porch, and western tower; and with the exception of the
tower and chancel, has been entirely rebuilt. With the view of increasing the
accommodation, and particularly enlarging the number of free-sittings—one of
the great objects of Church restoration—a staircase for the ringers has been
built on the north side of the tower and the lower storey has been cleared out
and shown open to the nave.
In the nave the old walls were composed in part of 13th C work with covered
rough cast, but were so badly constructed and so undermined by the graves it
was found necessary to rebuild them. The 15th C roof of trussed rafters has
been cleared from its covering of plaster and raised and now looks remarkably
well. The fine 13th C doorway with detached shafts has also been restored.
The wall between the nave and the chancel was the oldest part of the church;
the chancel arch being carried on Corbels of the 12th century character,
showing traces of the original reddish colouring. The foundations having failed,
probably in the 16th century, the upper part of the wall had been destroyed,
and the gable rebuilt with timber framing, and the arch stones altered into the
form so characteristic of the age of the Tudors. A pointed arch of larger
dimensions carried on carved corbels, has now been constructed, and the
chancel, which was of debased 17th C work has had two-light windows
inserted in the south wall. The east end has received a three-light window, with
foiled circle in the head; and the old roof has been lined with panel boarding.
Hitherto, the parish has lacked the desideratum of a vestry for the transaction of
its parochial business, but a suitable vestry has now been built on the north-

DEANERY LENT MTWARA LINK
Invitation to join in a friendly and fun
LENT LUNCH. 12 noon to 2pm
Friday 25th March in St Katherine’s Hall,
Ledbury
Please attend for a lunch of Soup, bread and cheese.
Donations to MTWARA FUND, our Deanery Link, helping children in
MTWARA, with Education.
For more information contact Elaine Toyer Tel 634354
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I make no apologies for including this well-known , highly visual poem. Browning wrote this around 1845, whilst staying in Italy, recollecting the beauties
of an English spring. His appreciation of nature’s beauty together with his
homesickness for his country made me think of all of those desperate Ukrainians, forced to leave the war-torn country they love. I hope they can find
some degree of consolation from nature wherever they find themselves …

Home Thoughts from Abroad
Oh, to be in England
Now that April’s there,
And whoever wakes in England
Sees, some morning, unaware,
That the lowest boughs and the brushwood sheaf
Round the elm-tree bole are in tiny leaf,
While the chaffinch sings on the orchard bough
In England—now!
And after April, when May follows,
And the whitethroat builds, and all the swallows!
Hark, where my blossomed pear-tree in the hedge
Leans to the field and scatters on the clover
Blossoms and dewdrops—at the bent spray’s edge—
That’s the wise thrush; he sings each song twice over,
Lest you should think he never could recapture
The first fine careless rapture!
And though the fields look rough with hoary dew,
All will be gay when noontide wakes anew
The buttercups, the little children’s dower
—Far brighter than this gaudy melon-flower!
Robert Browning
Best wishes
Linde

April
wordsearch
words
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GARDENER’S CORNER
Spring is on its way!
Lawns: Mowing: High blades at first and lowering gradually as Spring
progresses. Now is the time for aerating and scarifying. If grass isn’t growing
too well, these tasks make all the difference.
Now is a good time to start moss treatments and fertilisers and also to fix
bare patches and overseed the lawn if it is looking a little thin.
Spring shrubs and trees for that early glorious colour that banishes the winter
blues:
Japanese Quince: A personal favourite of mine is a superb source of colour
from March to May, thrives well in pots or in the ground and causes a
sensation to behold.
Malus Domestica “Pendragon”: A beautiful apple blossom in deep pink with
red new leaves. A spectacular spring colour and fabulous pink-tinged fruit in
the autumn.
“Puddling in” : After planting new plants be sure to copiously water (a good
can full) to prevent wilting in the first few days, especially bare rooted plants
or seedlings. This helps create a capillary connection between the roots and
the soil, and also aids water stress.
Just remember to savour all the beautiful fragrances of spring – the humble
hawthorn, apple blossom and the scent of new growth within the hedgerows
caught on an evening breeze.
Enjoy! To my mind it is the best time of year – an awakening after a dark,
inhibiting winter.
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Ledbury Health Partnership News

Creation of a Patient Participation Group (PPG) for LHP
We are looking for members for our new PPG. Everybody is
welcome and we are looking for representation from all of our
patient groups.
What is a Patient Participation Group or PPG? A Patient
Participation Group (PPG) is a group of people who are patients
of the surgery and want to help it work as well as it can for
patients, doctors and staff. The aim is that patients will benefit
from improved communications between patients and staff.
Why should I join?
Your experiences matter, and you can bring different ideas to the
surgery to help us to improve our service in some way. You will
also gain a better understanding of the NHS, of how a GP
Practice is run, and help gather feedback from other patients.
The PPG allows patients to make positive suggestions to the
practice, and to be an advocate for patient preferences when
appropriate.
How often does the PPG meet? We meet at the surgery but we
know that you are busy, so we meet only a few times per year. If
you can’t make meetings then don’t worry, you can still be part of
our virtual group.
What is a virtual group? This is a group of patients who would
like to be part of the PPG but prefer not to attend meetings. They
get involved by email instead. Information such as practice
newsletters, minutes of the PPG meetings and surveys will be
shared electronically. It means that if you cannot attend meetings,
are caring for someone and unable to leave them, or are working,
you can still be kept informed, give your views and participate.
Will my views be heard? Your views are important and will be
listened to. It may not be possible to act on every suggestion,
but all feedback is valuable. Working in a spirit of mutual respect,
openness and trust, all patients' views will be discussed and,
where appropriate, we will work together on solutions.
We look forward to hearing from you. If you are interested in
joining, or in finding out more, please send an email to
catherine.simonini@nhs.net or call her on 01531 825933.
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From Essential
Fish & Seafood
M&S 2009
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HOP CHURCHES SERVICES

APRIL 2022

Bringing in the Light—No
No service this month

