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Don’t forget you can view Hop Churches News in full colour on a
laptop or tablet. Email hopchurchnews@gmail.com to request a
link to be sent each month. The link is sent via a ‘blind’ circulation
list so that your email address is not visible to other recipients
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Reader’s Ramblings
When I wrote last month, I was awaiting my final interviews for
ordination – quite a tense time! Certainly, the two-day residential
process was intensive but I’m delighted to report that all went well
and so I am looking forward to being ordained by Bishop Richard
at Hereford Cathedral on Sunday, 3rd July at 10.30am. It would
be lovely to see folk from our Benefice if you are able to come – I
advise getting there at around 10 am to find seats.
There have been more surprises in store in that, together with the
other nine ‘Caleb’ candidates from St Mellitus College, I took part
in a Zoom interview with Archbishop Justin , who was most
supportive of this new programme which allows seasoned, suitably
experienced candidates to train for the priesthood. This then led to
me, with another fellow Caleb student, being interviewed for the
Sunday Times, the article having appeared over the first Bank
Holiday weekend. Then, surprise, surprise – I had a live interview
on radio with John Pienaar (formerly of the BBC) for Times Radio
Drive on the Bank Holiday Monday! What a thoughtful interviewer
he is and he had clearly done his homework. Both interviewers
were supportive of this new venture and I gather, as a result, St
Mellitus has received a range of enquiries from more potential
candidates.
Of course, I shall miss my studies and fellow students from across
the country but I’m sure we’ll all keep in touch after the end of
term towards the end of June, when we have a weekend residential
in Derbyshire. This will then be followed by a three-day retreat in
Hereford, prior to the actual ordination – and then of course, there
will be post ordination training…
I am so grateful for and encouraged by all the warm support I have
received over the past academic year – spiritual, emotional plus
financial: the latter has enabled me to buy theological books and
now, an array of clergy apparel. This has been an interesting
venture in itself, tracking down on line appropriate ecclesiastical
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Items - I had no idea that there was such a variety and range of robes,
stoles, albs, etc, etc. A great temptation was also found on the
website of a priest, who with her daughter, has successfully started a
clergy fashion house, as she was not satisfied with what was on offer
in the way of ordinary clothes for female clergy especially. There was
even a feature in Vogue!
Linde

–
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PLAY TENNIS AND BOWLS IN BOSBURY
WITH THE BOSBURY BOWLS & TENNIS CLUB
LOCATED BEHIND THE VILLAGE HALL IN BOSBURY
Open to the residents of Bosbury and far beyond
-Beginners and world ranked players-New members and occasional playersALL WELCOME
Family memberships available.
An excellent facility in a lovely location.
Contact:
Secretary Chris Minton
email: Christopherminton@ymail.com
07918 188419
or
Treasurer: Jeremy Croshaw
email: jcsiskin@aol.com
07763 332352
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WORDSEARCH (List on page 25)
This month we have 12 words associated with the Platinum
Jubilee

MAY SOLUTION
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Bosbury 100 club
May winners
1st
26 F Krinks
2nd
57 J Crowshaw
3rd
44 J Box;
54 P Thomas; 89
Paul Davies 100 club organizer

P Dorival.
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The poem for the month of June is by the Jewish American poet, Emma
Lazarus (1849 –1887). She is most famous for her poem, “The New
Colossus,” which is engraved at the base of the Statue of Liberty. Yet
this lyrical poem expressing the beauty of a warm June night shows she
is more than a one-poem wonder, with its strongly visual, sensual
appeal.
A JUNE NIGHT
Ten o'clock: the broken moon
Hangs not yet a half hour high,
Yellow as a shield of brass,
In the dewy air of June,
Poised between the vaulted sky
And the ocean's liquid glass.
Earth lies in the shadow still;
Low black bushes, trees, and
lawn
Night's ambrosial dews absorb;
Through the foliage creeps a
thrill,
Whispering of yon spectral dawn
And the hidden climbing orb.

Higher, higher, gathering light,
Veiling with a golden gauze
All the trembling atmosphere,
See, the rayless disk grows
white!
Hark, the glittering billows
pause!

Faint, far sounds possess the
ear.
Elves on such a night as this
Spin their rings upon the grass;
On the beach the water-fay
Greets her lover with a kiss;
Through the air swift spirits pass,
Laugh, caress, and float away.
Shut thy lids and thou shalt see
Angel faces wreathed with light,
Mystic forms long vanished
hence.
Ah, too fine, too rare, they be
For the grosser mortal sight,
And they foil our waking sense.
Yet we feel them floating near,
Know that we are not alone,
Though our open eyes behold
Nothing save the moon's bright
sphere,
In the vacant heavens shown,
And the ocean's path of gold.
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Last month we looked at how to cut your heating bills, now we turn to
your car fuel bills. Here are our top Herefordshire-specific tips:
Look after your car…
… especially the tyres. Make sure they’re inflated to the correct
pressures next time you’re filling up and then check them every
fortnight. Next time you need new tyres look for A-rated energy efficient
ones. You’ll save the extra cost on your first trip.
Remove any roof box or bike rack when you’re not using it. On a
motorway journey a roof box can double your fuel consumption. And
clear out your boot – funny how much stuff accumulates there.
Get your engine serviced regularly including checking the wheel
alignment (tracking) which can be knocked right off by a pothole.
Polish up your driving skills
Avoid using your brakes by looking ahead to anticipate conditions and
leave plenty of space between you and the car in front. Accelerate
smoothly – the less time you spend accelerating and braking, the less
fuel you’ll use.
The RAC’s been encouraging drivers to drive below the speed limit,
especially on 60mph and 70mph roads. It’s surprising how much you
can save by going at 50mph. For example driving the 30miles from
Canon Frome to Kington in a 2014 Golf GTI at 50mph will cost about
£6 but at 60mph will cost £7.30. That adds up quickly if you’re
frequently crossing the county. Using cruise control helps.

Waiting around in your car for more than a minute? Turn your engine
off!
Hot day and your car’s been in the sun? If you’re in a town then open a
window, if you’re driving over 50mph then use the air-con.
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Go electric
Tax-free, green and cheap to run, now’s the best time to buy an
electric car if you can. The RAC has a great buyer’s guide on their
website.
Can’t afford an electric car?
Other ways to travel more cheaply include lift sharing, for example
through liftshare.com or by setting up a lift share group among some
trusted colleagues or neighbours.
Car sharing might mean you can avoid the cost of owning a car at all
- visit carshareherefordshire.com for more info.
Interested in more tips? Over sixty actions and lots of helpful links
are available here: greatcollaboration.uk/greenerfootprintstoolkit Or
there are 22 things to do in 2022 here:
zerocarbon.herefordshire.gov.uk/22-things-to-do-in-2022/

About the authors: Helen Heathfield and Rebecca Tully live in Canon
Frome. Got a question, dilemma or topic for us to cover next? Email
helenheathfield@gmail.com

HOP CHURCHES SERVICES
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Bringing in the Light—Thursday 9 JUNE 6pm BOSBURY

19

20

For more details please contact Esther Kay 01531 670634
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GARDENER’S CORNER
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Curtains, blinds, loose
covers, and
home accessories made
using your own fabric
Alteration service for soft
furnishings and clothing
also available
City and Guilds qualified

24

Do you like telling stories to children?
WE NEED YOU!

The Open the Book team in Bosbury is very much in need of some
new members and would love to hear from you!
We (a small group of young-at-heart adults) visit Bosbury School
each week to share our love of story-telling with the children.
We use the Lion Storyteller Bible to bring to life some familiar and
not-so-familiar Bible stories and have huge fun at the same time.
The stories are pre-scripted and are presented in a lively way that can
be told by the adults with willing and enthusiastic help
from the children – tea-towels, tunics and tinsel are provided for a
variety of roles!
Open the Book is a nationwide scheme run under the auspices of the
Bible Society which aims to introduce every child to the Bible during
their Primary School years, and has been running successfully in both
Bosbury and Ashperton Schools for over ten years.
If you’d like to hear more about Open the Book,
please do contact Revd. Nicky Seabright
(tel: 01531 640252 email: revdnick@gmail.com)
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Every six seconds somebody in the UK contacts Samaritans for help. Whether it’s
by phone, email or letter, Samaritan volunteers are available to support anyone
struggling to cope, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
Most people go through difficult times, and contacting someone who won’t judge
about what’s troubling you, no matter how large or small the issue feels, can really
help.
Suicide is not inevitable, it is preventable. and we know that suicidal thoughts are
often temporary and can be interrupted, so finding our contact details could make
all the difference.
Samaritans Herefordshire Branch want to raise awareness of the 24/7 emotional
support available, to as many people as possible in our local area during this
especially difficult time.
Phone free on 116 123

Write to:

Email jo@samaritans.org.

Freepost RSRB-KKBY-CYJK
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CHURCHWARDENS

Ashperton

Mrs Colleen Gardiner: 01531 670076

Bosbury

Miss Suanna Rosier: 01531 640444

Canon Frome

Mr Simon Macdonald: 01531 670723

Munsley

Mrs Linda Warner: 01531 632344
Mr Michael Robinson: 01531 670356

Stoke Edith
Stretton Grandison

Mr Rupert Foley: 01432 890269

Tarrington

Mr Tim Woods: 07772 170837
Mrs Sue Millington-Jones: 01531 633787

Yarkhill

Mr Ashley Fortey: 07894 728762

Mrs Jenneke Bryant: 01531 670555

TREASURERS

Ashperton

Mr Colin Myles: 01531 670920

Bosbury

Mr Keith Bayles: 01531 640895

Canon Frome

Mr Peter Davies: 01531 671210

Munsley

Carole Powell-Tuck: 01531 670242

Stoke Edith

Mr Rupert Foley: 01432 890269

Stretton Grandison

Mr Doug Smith: 01531 805080

Tarrington

Mr Graeme Forrester: 01432 890440

Yarkhill

Mrs Julia Savagar: 01432 890401
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