1

HOP
CHURCHES
NEWS

JULY 2022
The Newsletter for the Parishes of
Ashperton l Bosbury l Canon Frome
Munsley l Stretton Grandison
Stoke Edith l Tarrington l Yarkhill

2

THANK YOU ROSEMARY
HOP CHURCHES NEWS ADVERTISING CO-ORDINATOR NEEDED
Rosemary Bayles has done a brilliant job for 8 years
coordinating the advertising for Hop Churches News and we
greatly appreciate all her good work. She has now decided to
pass on the baton, so we need a willing volunteer to replace
her.The advertising plays a useful role in providing information
and promoting local businesses. The advertising rates are
modest but the advertising revenue makes it possible to
produce this magazine which is a valuable community resurce..
For more information about what is
involved please contact
Rosemary on 01531 640895 and she will be very happy to
explain.

The Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches celebrate the
feast day of St Vladimir on July 15. The cover illustration this
month is The Baptism of Saint Prince Vladimir, by Viktor
Vasnetsov (1890).
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Rectors Ramblings – July 2022
Dear Friends
As you read this, in every parish in our benefice, Parochial Church
Councils will have just completed a review of their church finances
and made their parish offer to the diocese to support ministry and
mission in the benefice and wider diocese. Each year the parishes
that make up the benefice are encouraged collectively to make an
offer equivalent to the cost of the stipendiary ministry the benefice
receives. In Hereford Diocese the overall cost for each stipendiary
minister is in the regions of £62,000. Sadly, in the Hop Churches
we are not managing to make this payment in full as we once did.
In 2023, there will be a shortfall of around £20,000 in our
offering to the diocese.
These are difficult times, and our parishes are having to make
difficult decisions about how to support ministry and mission and
pay for the day to day running and upkeep of our ancient parish
churches. The church of England is unique in that it exists to serve
all people in its locality, whether they attend services or engage
with church activities or not. Each parishioner has the right to be
baptised, married and have a funeral in their parish church. Our
churches and churchyards serve everyone. Our churches are full of
volunteers who give their time freely to ensure the church is
maintained and our community is cared for. In the Hop Churches
benefice we work in local schools and pre-schools, in care homes
and supporting community engagement like in the Bosbury Brew
Café in Bosbury. We work tirelessly to support our communities
and reach out to those in need. When money is donated to our
churches, which have no income from central funds, all of it is used
to support the upkeep of the church and its ministry. Giving
regularly to your local church really makes a huge difference to the
PCC being able to maintain a church presence in our villages.
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We are so used to our churches being at the heart of our villages;
perhaps we are so used to them being there, we have stopped thinking
about what they mean to us and we give little thought to what it might
be like if they were gone. If they were not there to walk alongside us in
the milestones of our lives; to celebrate the birth of a child, to bring
families together in marriage, to walk alongside us in mourning and to
provide a focal place to grieve and remember our loved ones.
Our parish churches belong to us all, but increasingly it is an ever
decreasing few who support them with their time, efforts, talents and
financial giving. If this letter has caused you to reflect that you are one of
those who truly wants to see your parish church continue as a place of
welcome at the heart of your community, then perhaps you might
consider how you could help. It might be you have some spare time to
offer to help support us in the upkeep and maintenance of the building
and churchyard. We have a never ending need for cleaners, grass
mowers, flower arrangers, committee members etc. We also have an
increasing need to find more people to support us in financial ways.
Please consider if you might be able to give financially each month
through the Parish giving scheme or by standing order. These days you
can even pop in and give regularly by scanning the ‘give a little’ QR
codes that are appearing in many of our churches. If that is something
you might find difficult in these days of straightened finances, then
perhaps you might consider a coffee morning or small event amongst
family and friends that could raise money for your parish church. Every
little helps and joining in with a community of Christians living at the
heart of local communities can be a very uplifting and life affirming
experience.
If you would like to talk with me about how you might support your local
church, please do get in touch. If you would like to begin giving regularly
or make a one off payment, please get in touch with your local church
treasurer. Their contact details can be found on the back of this
newsletter.
Every blessing
Mandy (mandy.williams@hopchurches.org.uk 07780 586846

5

Bringing in the Light Service
Thursday, 7th July, 2022
6pm at Canon Frome

Please do come and join me for our short , reflective time of prayer as we
continue to seek God’s blessing on our churches and people. Our prayers can
make such a difference!
Linde

The link is sent via a BCC (Blind Carbon Copy) list so that each
recipient only sees their own email address and their address is
not visible to others. The addresses are used for no other
purpose.
The link is to the newsletter on the Hopchurchesnews google
drive. It can be viewed there or downloaded to your device.
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Reader’s Ramblings from Linde
It’s strange to think this will be my final piece as a Reader. My
theological course has ended with a wonderful three day
residential in Derbyshire with other ordinands. It was a joyful
occasion & I’m sure my group will stay in touch via our
WhatsApp group.
Now I look forward to my three day retreat just prior to the
ordination service in the cathedral on 3rd July. I understand the
afternoons/evenings of the retreat will be silent, so that will be
a challenge! I may end up talking to myself (quietly!). I hope
some of you will be able to come to the cathedral to cheer me
on if you can. Thank you to so many who have supported &
encouraged me over the past year.
So, what shall August bring - from Reader’s Ramblings to
Curate’s Colloquy, perhaps?
Linde
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SUNDAY JULY 3rd
CELEBRATION TEA PARTY
at Bosbury Church at 4.30pm.
Linde Melhuish is being ordained Deacon in Hereford Cathedral
at 10.30am on Sunday July 3rd, having been a trail blazer for a
new fast track ordination pathway.
Rev. Nicky Seabright is approaching a Significant Birthday and
therefore has to relinquish her role as Associate Priest and pause
parish ministry for 6 months. We will be celebrating with
gratitude and joy all her many years of ministry among us. She
will be continuing with her hospital chaplaincy work and we very
much look forward to welcoming her back to our parishes as a
retired priest after Christmas.
All are welcome to a celebration tea party at 4.30pm on Sunday
July 3rd.

This will be followed by a service of sung Evensong at 6pm.
Linde will be presiding at her first service as an ordained
minister, and Nicky will be preaching.
We will be singing their chosen hymns for the occasion. Please
do join us.
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“He erected a temple that contained idols of all the local gods,” explains Thomas Craughwell, author of Saints Behaving Badly and This
Saint Will Change Your Life. “He consecrated it the old-fashioned way
— with human sacrifice.”
When Vladimir’s attempts to unify his people through paganism failed,
he turned to a religion that was making some headway in the region:
Christianity. Much like his grandmother Olga, he embarked on a mission to convert his kingdom. His motivation was most likely not that of
divine inspiration but rather logic: He assumed — correctly, as it
turned out — that a religion with only one god aligned better with a
nation that had only one ruler.
When Vladimir was baptized in 988, he traded in his concubines and
wives for a single Byzantine bride. He forced his subjects to convert to
Christianity, destroyed pagan idols and temples, established charities
and built churches, schools, libraries and churches throughout Kievan
Rus.
Though it took Vladimir decades to consolidate his power and that of
Christianity, he eventually succeeded where his grandmother had
failed — by unifying the East Slavs in his realm and fortifying his borders to thwart foreign invaders. Furthermore, the forced conversion of
his people to Christianity served a powerful diplomatic purpose as
Russia entered into alliances with other influential Christian states.
Vladimir died in 1015 and almost immediately became a mythical figure in medieval Ukraine and Russia. The subject of numerous heroic
ballads and legends, he was canonized in the mid-13th century, and
both the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches celebrate his
feast day on July 15.
Today Vladimir’s youthful transgressions are seen as a testament to
Christ’s ability to convert sinners into saints. But the former womanizing murderer remains a provocative figure in Ukrainian-Russian relations, as both countries claim him as their compatriot. The 1,000th
anniversary of his death, in 2015, added another dimension to the
Ukrainian-Russian conflict, with the former claiming that Russia’s
planned celebration of St. Vladimir’s death was an attempt to steal
their history.
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VOLUNTEERS WANTED
1.

ADVERTISEMENT COORDINATOR Hop Churches
News. See page 2 for details.

2.

ASHPERTON VILLAGE HALL. At present one person
has sole responsibility for routine cleaning of the
Hall. Whilst this is not onerous, with the Hall being
used more frequently additional help would be
greatly appreciated however small. Phone 07771
557919 or email ashpertonhall@gmail.com
(preferred) for more information.

3.

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, BOSBURY. We are seeking
a willing volunteer, or two, to help keep the New
Graveyard mowed and looked after. Unfortunately,
the Parish Council has had to withdraw its funding
and support for legal reasons.Can you help? The
main churchyard is lovingly cared for by one generous villager. We can't ask him to do more. If you
can spare a couple of hours to mow a path around
the graves, leaving the majority of the yard unmown for wildlife, please get in touch. Suanna
07966 246873
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On reaching ‘Three Score Years and Ten’…
How significant is reaching one’s 70 birthday? It’s only a number, after
all! Be that as it may, the Church requires its clergy to retire from ministry
on reaching 70, so in July I shall be stepping down from my involvement
in leading worship in Bosbury and the other parishes of the Hop
Churches Benefice.
th

For stipendiary clergy, retirement often comes with a move of house and
a new way of life altogether, which is a natural transition after full-time
ministry in different places over many years. For voluntary clergy like me,
who often have lived and worked in their home parishes throughout their
ministry, it is a strange state of affairs – the ways of the Church are
sometimes difficult to fathom. It may be in the fulness of time that I am
permitted to return to the parishes in a new guise – we wait and see!
I’m not quite on the scrap-heap however, as part of my ministry has long
been in Chaplaincy to our local Community Hospital, Nursing Homes
and Care Homes, and I’m delighted that the Bishop has agreed to my
continuing in this role despite my advanced age. Over the next few years
I hope to build up a small Chaplaincy team to enable this important
ministry to be taken forward and to flourish.
At what seems a pivotal moment, I simply wish to thank you all –
everyone in the warm and welcoming communities of Bosbury and the
other Hop Churches - so very much for your loving and steadfast
companionship, support and encouragement in so many ways. My
husband Frank and I came to live in this beautiful part of the world in
1977 and both deeply value the wonderful friendships and sense of
belonging that have grown over the last 45 years. Unless God has other
ideas, we hope to continue being part of a community that means so very
much to us both for a good number of years to come.
With my love to you all,
Nicky
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Niels Mogens Bodecker (1922 - 1988) was an author and
illustrator who wrote books for both children and adults. Born and
educated in Copenhagen, he emigrated to the United States after
World War II. His illustrations appeared in such publications
as Harper's magazine, The Saturday Evening Post, Esquire,
and Holiday, and he won two Christopher Awards for his poetry.
Linde

Bosbury 100 club
June winners
1st
120 Y Prestidge
2nd
40 C Claffney
3rd
.23 H Telfer; 47 S Bolt; 84 O Clutterbuck

ASHPERTON CHURCH 100 CLUB—JUNE RESULTS
1st £50 Pam Mullins
2nd £20 Dawn Lashbrooke
3rd £10 Sue Page
4th £5

Andrew Tector
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No apologies for yet
another Matt cartoon.
Again I could not resist
this one.

Daily Telegraph

This month’s wordsearch (Page 16) contains the titles of the
radio and tv soaps below:-
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WORDSEARCH (List on page 14)
There are the titles of 14 radio and tv soap operas –some long
forgotten-hidden in the grid. Where the title is two or more words
it may be split
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Bringing in the Light—Canon Frome 6pm Thursday 7 July
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Bosbury War Memorial
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.Exceptions
You may still be prescribed a medicine for a condition on the
list if:
·

you need treatment for a long-term condition, for example
regular pain relief for chronic arthritis or inflammatory
bowel disease

·

you need treatment for more complex forms of minor
illnesses, for example migraines that are very bad and
where OTC medicines do not work

·

you need an OTC medicine to treat a side effect of a
prescription medicine or symptom of another illness, such
as constipation when taking certain painkillers

·

the medicine has a licence that does not allow the
product to be sold to certain groups of patients. This
could include babies, children or women who are
pregnant or breastfeeding

·

the person prescribing thinks that a patient cannot treat
themselves, for example because of mental health
problems

·

Why has the NHS reduced these prescriptions?

Before these changes in 2018, the NHS spent around £569
million a year on prescriptions for medicines that can be
bought from a pharmacy or supermarket, such as paracetamol.
By reducing the amount it spends on OTC medicines, the NHS
can give priority to treatments for people with more serious
conditions, such as cancer, diabetes and mental health
problems.
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Curtains, blinds, loose
covers, and
home accessories made
using your own fabric
Alteration service for soft
furnishings and clothing
also available
City and Guilds qualified
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Every six seconds somebody in the UK contacts Samaritans for help. Whether it’s
by phone, email or letter, Samaritan volunteers are available to support anyone
struggling to cope, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
Most people go through difficult times, and contacting someone who won’t judge
about what’s troubling you, no matter how large or small the issue feels, can really
help.
Suicide is not inevitable, it is preventable. and we know that suicidal thoughts are
often temporary and can be interrupted, so finding our contact details could make
all the difference.
Samaritans Herefordshire Branch want to raise awareness of the 24/7 emotional
support available, to as many people as possible in our local area during this
especially difficult time.
Phone free on 116 123

Write to:

Email jo@samaritans.org.

Freepost RSRB-KKBY-CYJK
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CHURCHWARDENS

Ashperton

Mrs Colleen Gardiner: 01531 670076

Bosbury

Miss Suanna Rosier: 01531 640444

Canon Frome

Mr Simon Macdonald: 01531 670723

Munsley

Mrs Linda Warner: 01531 632344
Mr Michael Robinson: 01531 670356

Stoke Edith
Stretton Grandison

Mr Rupert Foley: 01432 890269

Tarrington

Mr Tim Woods: 07772 170837
Mrs Sue Millington-Jones: 01531 633787

Yarkhill

Mr Ashley Fortey: 07894 728762

Mrs Jenneke Bryant: 01531 670555

TREASURERS

Ashperton

Mr Colin Myles: 01531 670920

Bosbury

Mr Rob Prestidge: 01531 640995

Canon Frome

Mr Peter Davies: 01531 671210

Munsley

Carole Powell-Tuck: 01531 670242

Stoke Edith

Mr Rupert Foley: 01432 890269

Stretton Grandison

Mr Doug Smith: 01531 805080

Tarrington

Mr Graeme Forrester: 01432 890440

Yarkhill

Mrs Julia Savagar: 01432 890401
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Gr ee ne r footprin ts
So far we’ve looked at how to cut your heating and car fuel bills,
pressing topics due to the cost of living crisis. Now let’s enjoy a
summer sunshine topic – wildflowers.
Our children have come home from school singing:
No mow May, let it bloom June, knee high July!

They are learning about wildflowers because plenty of flowers
mean plenty of food for our precious bees and butterflies. Mowing
less often also saves fuel and money from mowers and strimmers.
Wondering how to rewild your garden without it looking ‘messy’?
Here’s some great guidance from the Royal Horticultural Society:
www.rhs.org.uk/garden-inspiration/wildlife/rewild-your-garden
You could apply the same guide to your workplace or a community

space.
Churchyards can become wildlife havens too: check out this lovely
organisation for ideas www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/about-us/
Are you ready to watch the flowers grow? Then visit
greatcollaboration.uk/the-toolkit/ and pledge to take this action.
Verging on wild
Now parish councils are given the option of having verges cut after
the big summer bloom. (Verges close to junctions are still cut twice
for safety.) Read more: www.herefordshirewt.org/vergingonwild
Why not check what your parish council has agreed? Have a look at
the minutes of their meetings on their website and you should be
able to see what they agreed this spring.
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