HOP
CHURCHES
NEWS

St Nothburga

SEPTEMBER 2022
The Newsletter for the Parishes of
Ashperton l Bosbury l Canon Frome
Munsleyl Stretton Grandison
Stoke Edith l Tarrington l Yarkhill

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO WELCOME ALL OF THOSE IN OUR
COMMUNITIES WHO WISH TO MARK LIFE EVENTS IN ANY OF
OUR EIGHT HOP CHURCHES
To enquire about baptisms, weddings or funerals
please contact Revd Mandy Williams
07780 586846 or mandy.williams@hopchurches.org.uk

HOP CHURCHES NEWS
ADVERTISING COORDINATOR
NEEDED
Unless someone is prepared to take on this vital role
the future of the Hop Churches News may be under
threat. Rosemary Bayles has done a brilliant job for 8
years but the time has come for someone else to
take over.
The Newsletter can provide a useful role in
promoting local businesses, with some having placed
adverts for many years, and although the rates are
modest the revenue is the funding which makes it
possible to produce this valuable community
resource. It is essential that new advertisers are
drawn in to replace any that drop out for any reason.
For more information about what is involved please
contact Rosemary on 01531 640895 and she will be
happy to explain more.

This month's cover illustration is of St Nothburga (or Notburga)
See page 8.

No rector's Ramblings this month so an alternative Ministry Muttering.

Curate’s Colloquy

As I shall be away on holiday, there will be no ‘Bringing in the Light’
service in September. The next one will be at 6pm on Thursday, 6th
October at Stretton Grandison. Do come and join us!
Our ‘Bringing in the Light’ service in August at Munsley was lovely &
the coolness of the church was also welcome & refreshing! We also
had the added bonus of this circle of praying figures. In the centre is a
candle, which, when lit, creates a glow upon the encircled figures. It’s
a wonderful symbol of God’s inspiration, light and love and the
unifying work of the Holy Spirit. I shall bring it to each of our ‘Bringing
in the Light’ services to provide a beautiful focal point to our prayers.
The circlet comes from the Othona Community in West Dorset, a
Christian retreat centre that Mandy visited at the start of her
sabbatical. I am most appreciative that she has generously allowed
us to us this as a focal point for our prayers. I hope it will be a
blessing to all who see it.

Messages from the editor.
1) Advertisements
Now that I have had some practice in producing the Newsletter using
'Scribus' publishing software, I am taking the opportunity to tidy up the
content, in particular the advertisements. Some of these are copies of
copies or of low resolution and are fuzzy and unclear. I have tried to
contact all of the advertisers to ask for fresh material or to seek their
agreement to me freshening up the advets myself. However, some of
my emails have bounced back because they have been identified as
'spam'. If any advertiser who has not yet been in contact would like to
provide fresh material please send it, preferably as a pdf file or files to
hopchurchnews@gmail.com.
2) The colour edition
From this issue I am producing two separate versions of the
Newsletter, the print version and a full colour version for publishing on
the Bosbury Church website and sent by email to anyone who would
like a copy (see the back page). The colur version contains an extra
page as the church service programme is on a single page, so freeing
up 'page 19'. I would really appreciate 'reader's photographs' to put
on this page. They can be of anything you like (well almost!). Please
send them to hopchurchnews@gmail.com confirming whether you
want to be credited by name.
3) Call for content
I am sure that there are readers out there who could 'tell a story' of
interest to readers. It could be about a past resident, a historic
landmark or indeed anything with a local interest. Each of the eight
churches must have its own legend or historic story and these would
prove interesting to residents of the other parishes. Don't worry if you
are not confident about your writing abilities, just send me the basics
and I can take it from there. One or two pages would be ideal.
4) Feedback
Any feedback on the content of the Newsletter is welcome, even
negative feedback provided it is constructive.
Andrew

Having seen so many butterflies in my garden this year – more than ever I thought this
poem by the Canadian poet Sir Charles George Douglas Roberts (18601943) might be
appropriate for late summer. This poet has been considered the Canadian Father of
Poetry and was amongst the first Canadian poets to receive international recognition.
Sometimes, the butterfly is seen as a symbol of the soul, so I rather like the way prayer
and a sense of the spiritual is interwoven in the skyward flight of butterflies. I recall
sitting in my garden when what seemed hundreds of pale yellow butterflies ascended
from roses, making me think of them being ‘loosed by the spell’ skywards.
Linde

Butterfly

Once in a garden, when the thrush’s song
Pealing at morn, made holy all the air,
Till earth was healed of many an ancient wrong
And life appeared another name for prayer,

Rose suddenly a swarm of butterflies,
On wings of white and gold and azure fire;
And one said, ‘ These are flowers that seek the
skies,

A Sincere Thank You
Words fail me! But what can I say but a very big and heartfelt “THANK YOU” from
Margaret and I for Sunday 31st July at Ashperton Church, which you all made so
special for my retirement from taking regular Church Services.
The lovely gifts and cards; the wonderful refreshments served after the service; the
kindness and love you have always shown to Margaret and I , will forever remain in
our memories.
It has been an enormous privilege to be part of your communities.
May GOD’s blessing be with you, your families and your friends now and always.

David Good has spent 52 years in the Ministry of the Church of England.
Working for the Prudential Insurance Company as a District Agent around the
Bromyard area, becoming known as the man from the Pru proved a great training
ground for ordination later on. David served as a Lay Reader in the Bromyard Deanery
for 17 years before Ordination in 1987.
In January 1992 David and Margaret moved to Pontesbury, near Shrewsbury
Then the largest village in Shropshire as the Curacy progressed so responsibility
increased in the Parish, but there was time for reﬂection and preparation towards
becoming a Vicar. After ordination David became Incumbent of the Brown Clee Group
of Parishes where he devoted a life of care and support to parishioners from school
children to Senior citizens before retirement in 2002
Moving to Ledbury David continued his Ministry supporting the Hop Churches
Beneﬁce with regular Church Services.

STILL

Saint Notburga

St Notburga is patroness of poor peasants and servants in the Tyrol. Born in
Rattenberg, in the Tyrol, she was the daughter of peasants. At eighteen she became a
servant in the household of Count Henry of Rattenberg When she repeatedly gave food to
the poor, she was dismissed by Count Henry's wife, Ottilia, and took up a position as a
servant to a humble farmer. Meanwhile, Henry suffering a run of misfortune and setbacks,
wasted no time restoring Nothburga to her post after his wife died. Nothburga remained his
housekeeper for the rest of her life, and was famous for her miracles and concern for the
poor.
St Notburga was born about 1265 at Rattenberg on the Inn river. She was a cook in the
household of Count Henry of Rattenberg, and used to give food to the poor. But Ottilia, her
mistress, ordered her to feed any leftover food to the pigs. To continue her mission,
Notburga began to save some of her own food, especially on Fridays, and took it to the
poor.
According to her legend, one day her master met her and commanded her to show him what
she was carrying. She obeyed but instead of the food he saw only shavings, and instead of
wine, vinegar. As a result of Notburga's actions, Ottilia dismissed her, but soon fell
dangerously ill. Notburga remained to nurse her and prepared her for death.
Next, Notburga worked for a peasant in Eben am Achensee, on the condition that she be
permitted to go to church evenings before Sundays and festivals. One evening her master
urged her to continue working in the field. Throwing her sickle into the air she supposedly
said: "Let my sickle be judge between me and you," and the sickle remained suspended in
the air.
In the meantime, Count Henry had suffered difficulties, which he ascribed to his dismissal of
Notburga, so he rehired her and the estate prospered. Shortly before her death she is said
to have told her master to place her corpse on a wagon drawn by two oxen and to bury her
wherever the oxen stood still. The oxen drew the wagon to the chapel of St. Rupert near
Eben, where she was buried.
Source Wikipedia

A chapel, dedicated to St Rupert, stood in Eben before and during the lifetime of St.
Notburga (c. 1265–1313). In 1434 the patron was changed in favour of Notburga who was
increasingly venerated as a patron saint; elevated to the status of a chaplaincy in 1474. The
predecessor building was renewed in the Late Gothic style in 1510–15, of which the choir
and east tower were integrated into the Baroque building erected in 1736–38. Elevation to
the status of a parish in 1891. A thorough renovation of both the interior and exterior was
carried out between 1988 and 1992.
Source https://www.museumwnf.org/

On 27 March 1862, Pope Pius IX canonized Notburga as a saint. Her feast is celebrated on
13 September. She is usually represented with an ear of corn, or flowers and a sickle in her
hand; sometimes the sickle is suspended in the air.

Interior of Chapel of St Rupert Eben am Achensee, Tyrol, Austria

ZOOM WORSHIP
1st Sunday of every month at 9.30am
Over recent years Zoom church has been a lifeline for us, and continues to connect
us in a very special way with our fellow worshippers across the Benefice and far
beyond.
J.Joy Wright, Jane Thomas and Esther Kay are working together to ensure that we
can continue to meet and worship together via Zoom.
Zoom church is for everyone, especially those who find it hard to get out early in the
morning for whatever reason! If you are on the address list to receive the link you will
hear from us. If you would like to be added to the list please contact Esther Kay 01531
670634.
If you need help with connecting please let us know.
Our next service will be on Sunday September 4th at 9.15 for 9.30am. We hope to
see you there.

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, BOSBURY

HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE
11am on Sunday September 11th
Parish Communion followed by Bring & Share Lunch
All welcome

LET ALL THE WORLD IN EVERY CORNER SING
A Celebration of the church music of Ralph Vaughan Williams (born October 12th 1872)
Parish Communion at 11am on Sunday October 9th

BOSBURY CHURCH CHOIR
always welcomes new singers of all ages, voices and abilities.
Come and give us a try!
Choir Practice is on Wednesday evenings from 6.307.30pm
For more information contact Esther Kay 01531 670634

ORGAN RESTORATION NEWS
Thanks to the generosity of the Edward Cadbury Trust we have accepted a quote from
Nicholsons for the repair of the swell mechanism. We hope this will soon make it
possible to invite visiting organists to give recitals on our historic instrument. Roger Allen
gave us some insights into the unusually varied palette of sounds at our recent "Music
for All" concert. The next significant stage in the project will be to replace the blower, as
the organ is short of wind! Donations to the Organ Restoration Appeal will be gratefully
received by our Treasurer. The Gloucestershire Organists Association will be visiting on
September 10th.

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH BOSBURY
Music at Bosbury 2022
Saturday 8th October at 7pm
An English programme
in aid of Bosbury organ restoration fund
The glories of English song
To include music by Butterworth, Finzi and Vaughan
Williams
Presented by
Matthew Thomson (tenor)
and Roger Allen (piano)
Tickets £10 Adult, Children under 16 free,
on the door or from Esther Kay 01531 670634
Refreshments  a glass of wine or juice and nibbles 
donations invited

George Butterworth, Gerald Finzi and Ralph Vaughan Williams

This month's WORDSEARCH has 17 varieties of cheese

Last month's solution

THE TRUMPET SOCIETY  SYNONYMOUS WITH THE NAME OF ARCHIE
COWELL
No reference to the Trumpet and District Agricultural Society can be made without thoughts
turning to Archie Cowell.
Archie was a, if not the, founder member back in the dark war days of 1944 when most
forms of travelling were banned due to petrol rationing but certain agricultural events, such
as an instructive competition, were exempt; so what better than form the Trumpet & District
Hedging Society later to become the Trumpet & District Agricultural Society as we know it
today.
Archie was to become it's first secretary and retained that office for 44 uninterrupted years
till his death on November 26th 1987.
He was a real character, full of fun, enjoying a drink or two and mixing with people but not
very good at putting pen to paper. Having a fabulous memory he had no need to and all
knowledge of competitors addresses, match plans etc were kept in his head making him a
very hard act to follow as Mrs. Jean Eversham found out when she followed him into office.
His main passions in life were the Trumpet Agricultural society and the Ledbury Hunt and in
between the two was his milk round.
Archie was normally responsible for obtaining match sites and he had a knack of not asking
donors but telling them that they should have the match on their ground and what a great
honour it was!

I could not resist this
Matt cartoon from the
Daily Telegraph
editor

BOSBURY 100 CLUB AUGUST PRIZE WINNERS
1ST 51
J REES
2ND 7
J BOYCE
3RD 21
P MATTHEWS
54
P THOMAS
71
N HONE
Paul Davies 100 club organiser

The 17 cheeses in the
WORDSEARCH
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VACCINATION SEASON IS HERE AGAIN!
We are here to provide you with your free NHS flu and COVID jabs to help protect your
health this vaccination season.
Flu Vaccines
We are due to receive our first batch of flu vaccines in early September, so allowing for
delays in delivery, we aim to hold our first clinics in midSeptember. We are planning to run
a couple of Saturday clinics and some evening and morning clinics too. If you are in one of
the categories below, we will also offer you the flu vaccine anytime you come to the
surgery for a booked appointment.
We are offering flu vaccines to people who are:
• aged 65 years and over
• aged 2 or 3 years on 31 August 2022
• aged six months to under 65 years with longterm conditions including conditions of the
lungs, heart, liver, kidney and neurological system, diabetes, a learning disability, problems
with your spleen, if you have had your spleen removed or if you have a weakened immune
system
• pregnant
• living in longstay residential care homes
• carers
• living with someone who is more likely to get infections
• frontline health and social care workers – if this service is not provided by your employer
• healthy 5064 years olds – we will invite you as soon as the majority of medically
vulnerable have been vaccinated
COVID Autumn Booster Programme
The COVID vaccine supplies are managed centrally so unfortunately we have no influence
over deliveries. However, if they arrive in time to coincide with the start of our flu clinics and
you are in one of the categories below, we are happy to offer you both vaccines at the
same time. This is perfectly safe and can be more convenient for you.
We are offering COVID vaccines to people who are:
• aged 50 years and over
• pregnant
• residents and staff of care homes for older adults
• frontline health and social care workers

Care Home and Housebound Residents
If you live in a care home, we will come out to give you your flu and COVID vaccines. If you
are housebound and living in your own home, you will be given your jabs by the Taurus
roving team who will contact you directly.
How do I get my Flu/COVID Vaccine?
Everyone in the categories above will be invited by text, phone or letter if you do not have a
telephone. This year we are hoping to be able to offer you the additional option of booking
online, as well as by phone or in person. If you are in one of the categories above and have
not been contacted by the end of October, please do get in touch with us.
If you are in any other eligible group for a COVID jab than those listed above, you can book
by calling 119 or online at www.nhs.uk.
We look forward to seeing you and helping to give you and your nearest and dearest the
best protection for your health this autumn and winter.

IMPORTANT
PLEASE PASS THIS INFORMATION ON TO NEIGHBOURS,
RELATIVES AND FRIENDS WHO MAY NOT READ THE
NEWSLETTER

Greener footprints
By Helen Heathfield and Rebecca Tully (friends who live in Canon Frome. Got a question,
dilemma or topic for us to cover next? Please let us know via helenheathfield@gmail.com)
Do you worry that your home is too empty? That you just don’t have enough stuff? Thought
not. Let’s explore how to save money, shrink your footprint and spread joy through sharing
and repairing.
Sharing is caring. You might be on a WhatsApp group of neighbours or a Facebook group for
your village, especially following the pandemic. They’re the perfect place to start offering or
requesting stuff. Those things we need occasionally like power drills and steam cleaners are
perfect to share.
We checked out Oxford’s library of things (shareoxford.org) and got rather jealous of their
chocolate fountains, gazebos and sewing machines, though we know this area contains an
embarrassment of riches too. What could you share with your neighbours? Why not make an
inventory and share it with your friends and neighbours this weekend!
Repairing is refreshing. Find and use our local repair shops, for example cobbler C Westbury
and mobile repair shop AR mobile care both on the Homend in Ledbury or white goods
repairs like DAR in Malvern.
We benefit from Repair Cafes in Ledbury and Malvern. Their testimonials really do glow due
to the quality of the repairs and the lovely sociable atmosphere. They are monthly, you need
to book and it’s good to go early, especially for furniture repair.edbury
(repaircafeledbury.org.uk) does toys, household goods, tool sharpening, electrical appliances
& equipment, garden tools (excl those with petrol engines), furniture plus clothing and other
textiles. Malvern does all that plus jewellery, ceramics and clocks
(malvernhillsrepaircafe.co.uk).
If you’re keen to do it yourself www.ifixit.com is an incredible resource, especially for fixing
electronic devices. For those of us with a mobile, laptop or other device, try holding onto it for
a year longer than you would normally. Switching to a SIM only deal will save you money and
then you can buy a refurbished phone.
Sometimes though we do all need something new. It doesn’t have to be brand new though.
We have a wealth of charity shops, car boot sales and antique centres around us here. The
St Michael’s Hospice Home & Living store on the Holmer Rd in Hereford is very handy for
furniture, homeware and clothes.
Interested in more tips? Check out ethicalconsumer.org
Over sixty actions and lots of helpful links are available here: greatcollaboration.uk/the
toolkit/
Or there are 22 things to do in 2022 here:
zerocarbon.herefordshire.gov.uk

ASHPERTON VILLAGE HALL
Is available for hire at only £9 per hour (with a
'free' half hour for setting up and half hour for
clearing up). There is a well equipped kitchen
which can be prebooked for no additional charge.
Also available at no charge is a video projector
and large drop down screen. These will be
demonstrated on request and help can be
provided in setting up on the day.
Please see the booking form on the Ashperton
Parish Council website https://ashperton.org.uk/
ashpertonvillagehall or enquire via
ashpertonhall@gmail.com

This month we have another recepe from the " Australian
Women's Weekly Cooking Class Thai"

Galangal is a plant of the ginger family. It
can be found in the dried spices section of
some supermarkets or can be replaced by
ginger. It should be discarde and not eaten
whole (unless you want a surprise).
Sambal Oelek, originally from Indonesia, is
a salty paste made from ground chillies,
vinegar and spices. It should be available in
some Sainsbury supermarkets or oriental
stores.

01531 825237

DON'T BE
GREYSCALE

BE FULL OF
COLOUR

You can view Hop Churches News in full
colour each month on your laptop or tablet.
The News is distributed every month by email
to anyone who so requests. The email is sent
via a 'blind' circulation list so that no one sees
the addresses of any other recipient and the
addresses are used for no other purpose.
Send a request to hopchurchnews@gmail.com
(note: not hopchurchesnews, my mistake
when setting up the dedicated email  editor)

