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This Month's cover illustration 
Saint Cajetan (Gaetano dei Conti di Thiene)

Francesco Solimena 16571747

ZOOM WORSHIP IS CONTINUING
We will all miss Nicky's steady but inspirational hand on our 
Zoom worship. Over recent years it has proved a lifeline for 
many, and is still enabling us to connect in a very special way 
with our fellow worshippers across the Benefice and far beyond!
J.Joy Wright, Jane Thomas and Esther Kay are working together 
to ensure that we can continue to meet and worship together in 
the same way via Zoom.  
Our next service will be Sunday August 7th at 9.15. for 9.30am. 
If you are on the address list to receive the link you will hear from 
us. If you would like to be added to the address list please 
contact Esther Kay 01531 670634.



Rectors Ramblings – August 2022
For many of us, August brings an opportunity to take time out. The 
academic year has come to a close and there is a sense of ‘schools 
out’ freedom, which comes with release from routine. Even though, 
I am long past being part of a household dominated by the 
academic year, I still experience a sense of relief as the frenetic 
busyness of benefice life, slows its space for a few weeks and I can 
draw breath.
Drawing breath brings opportunities. Opportunities to reflect and 
opportunities to explore new possibilities. Last month our benefice 
life taught us that God is constantly calling us into new places and 
spaces. For Nicky and David, retirement brings the opportunity to 
ask; What next? Where is God Leading? What is God prompting 
and drawing out in me to equip me for this new season? For Linde, 
it was a waymark when she embraced a new chapter in her 
ministry as she was ordained and became a curate in the benefice. 
For her there are many new challenges; how to embody her new 
role, how to adjust to a new public identity and how to juggle to new 
demands of curate ministry. These changes for Linde, David and 
Nicky are not the only ones being rolled out in our benefice. I am 
delighted that two of our churchwardens Suanna Rosier and Tim 
Woods have completed a period of discernment and have been 
accepted to go forward for training to become Readers in our 
benefice. This is an exciting time; our ministry team is growing and 
being reshaped and equipped for new things. It raises questions, 
who will fill the Churchwarden shoes in Bosbury and Tarrington that 
Suanna and Tim will eventually vacate? Is God calling you?
For me, the most exciting thing about these developments for our 
benefice is that they are a reminder that God the Holy Spirit is 
calling us to join in the work of renewing and equipping each and 
everyone of us to partner with him in the furthering the work of his 
kingdom here in the Hop Churches. As many of you embrace a 
moment of time away from routine, I ask you to find a moment to 
ask God what he might be asking of you. Is there something new 



A note from the editor
This edition has ben prepared using  software from Scribus as an 
alternative to Microsoft Publisher because I no longer have a valid 
subscription and Microsoft want £50 a month to renew!
I am 'learning on the job' how to do things differently so there may 
be one or two glitches this month but I am confident that with a 
little practice everthing will go smoothly in the future.

Andrew

he is calling you to embrace, so that you may be equipped for the 
ongoing call to his service. Along with the callings, like those of 
Linde, Suanna and Tim, there are new opportunities in the 
Diocese to undertake short periods of training to lead worship, to 
develop skills for pastoral ministry and to dig deeper into the 
Christian faith. If you feel God is ‘niggling’ at you to take a tiny leap 
of faith into the unknown, please do have a chat with me or Linde. 
Our faith journey should always be one of liberation; taking a leap 
into the dark, might actually be the beginning of a journey leading 
to light.
My blessings to you, wherever God takes you, either at home or 
away in this holiday season.
Mandy x  07780 586846 mandy.williams@hopchurches.org.uk



    in aid of the Bosbury Organ Restoration Fund



On Sunday 3rd July, the Hop Churches Benefice celebrated the ordination of 
Linde Melhuish as Deacon, and marked my ‘retirement’ as I reached my 70th 
birthday. I was invited to preach at the service in Bosbury on this occasion and 
the suggestion was made that the sermon was printed in the magazine, so with 
apologies to those who’ve already heard it, here it is!
The readings were from the Old Testament prophet Habakkuk, and the Gospel of 
John.

I wonder… 
I love those words! All sorts of ideas and thoughts and feelings bubble up when 
we’re encouraged to wonder  and I’ve got lots of ‘wondering’ thoughts in my mind 
tonight.
Tonight we’re celebrating an exciting beginning – and I wonder how that feels for 
Linde, for her family, her friends, for all of us who know and love her?
We’re also marking an ending  of a sort – and I’m certainly wondering for myself 
how that feels! As I reflect on 18 years of ordained ministry, I wonder at the grace 
and love and faithfulness and awesomeness of God who has called me, dealt 
infinitely patiently with me and placed me amongst those whose loving 
companionship I treasure more than I can say.

In my wondering and remembering what it was I felt so strongly called to be and 
to do as I was ordained, I certainly didn’t start my ministry with a clear vision, or a 
strategy – you’ll  know all too well that I’m no strategist.
And, if I’m honest, I’m not comfortable with that kind of language as I feel it risks 
putting too much emphasis on what we think we could achieve in our own 
strength  that somehow if only we try hard enough and pull together well enough 
and all follow the same initiative, then we can solve all the problems and 
challenges and ensure the future survival of the Church. And to quote a much 
more erudite and eloquent source than I am  the words of Guli FrancisDehqani, 
the Bishop of Chelmsford, “The language of vision and strategy risks missing all 
the blessings in that which is small and vulnerable and marginal – the 
unexpected, the surprising…”

“…the small, vulnerable and marginal…the unexpected and the surprising…” 
How ‘wonderful’ is that! And I have certainly been blessed by the unexpected 
and the surprising, in so many wonderful ways.
You may well by now be wondering where on earth all this somewhat emotional 
reflection is taking us.
Today we mark the Feast of Thomas the Apostle, and our two readings introduce 
us to two very human characters with whom I suspect we could all identify – two 
people who responded to God’s call to them full of doubts, questions, fears and 
recriminations.

Almost nothing is known about the OT prophet, Habakkuk, who was probably 
active in the 6thC BC  all we know is written in the book attributed to him – and in 
it, we find that Habakkuk is the sort of person who openly complains and 
questions the working of God. The first chapter is a heartfelt complaint that God 
isn’t listening, that Habakkuk has been waiting for an answer and none has been 
forthcoming. He’s described in graphic details the violence, destruction and 
suffering all around him and his desperate plea for God to take action.
“O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen?
Or cry to you ‘Violence!’ and you will not save?”
Where are you, God, in all this pain and distress? 
It’s a cry for the here and now, and for countless suffering communities across the 
centuries, not just for the Hebrew people of the 6thC BC.



And in tonight’s passage from the second chapter comes God’s reply  a reply 
that redolent of hope, of the need for faith and trust and patience.
“For there is still a [hope] for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does 
not lie.
If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay”
The third and last chapter concludes with a prayer of joy and trust in the midst of 
trouble.
So…I wonder what might have happened to Habakkuk to bring him to this point of 
hope and faith? I wonder what God had in store for him?

This set me wondering about God’s challenge to us.
A challenge to let go of what we think we want and need.
A challenge to trust and to hope when our flickering flame of faith is dim, and all 
seems hopeless and full of despair, when we need tangible evidence of God’s 
action, God’s presence and purposes for us.

In our short reading from John’s Gospel, we meet Thomas, remembered by 
generations of Christians for his lack of faith, his doubt and his scepticism. John 
paints a solidly real picture of many of the disciples, and none more so than the 
dour, dogged Thomas  certainly never a natural optimist  who earlier in John’s 
Gospel suggested they might as well go with Jesus to Bethany to Mary and 
Martha, and then on to Jerusalem, if only to die with him, “Thomas…said to his 
fellow disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him…’”
Thomas, who complained that Jesus hadn’t made things clear enough, 
“Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we don’t know where you’re going. How can we know 
the way…?’”
Thomas, who just happened to be the one who was somewhere else on the first 
Easter Day…
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe…”
And then we meet Thomas a week later, confronted by a solidly real, but 
somehow different Jesus, who has just appeared  as he did the week before  
through a locked door. We can feel the tension and suspense as Thomas tries to 
grasp the evidence in front of him, “Jesus said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here 
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt, but 
believe…’”
And with what wonder and awe does Thomas respond!
“My Lord and my God…
How wonderfully well Jesus understood who Thomas was and what he needed, 
and how wonderfully well did God know Habakkuk!

This is our Lord and our God…
Our Lord and our God who is present with us in the mess and muddle of our lives, 
in the joys and the successes, in the times of doubt ad fear, of heartache, 
suffering and despair, who rejoices and weeps with us.Our Lord and our God who 
knows and loves each one of us as precious children, who knows our every need 
and who calls us all by name.
Our Lord and our God who never leaves us or forsakes us, even when we try to 
go our own way.

So…Where does all this wondering take you and me?
I wonder where it takes Linde?



What I have discovered and treasured  and keep on discovering and treasuring – is 
the wonder of “the unexpected and the surprising…the small, the vulnerable, the 
marginal…”
I’ve ‘wondered’ with such a range of feelings at the joys and sorrows we’ve shared 
as we’ve laughed and wept together, travelling alongside each other for such a long 
time.
I’ve ‘wondered’ at the way God has challenged me time and time again – not only in 
the bustle and busyness of daily life but in dreams – the liminal space between 
waking and sleeping – and in the emptiness and loneliness and worry of 
sleeplessness.
A challenge to my flickering faith, full of doubts and fears.
A challenge to trust and to hope.
A challenge to let go.

God has constantly prodded me to open my eyes and see God’s spark of life and 
love.
God has often challenged me to “put my fingers in his hands and his side…” to 
notice and respond to and be blessed by the small, the vulnerable, the 
marginalised.
God has certainly challenged my presumption that I was taking God into new places 
– needless to say that I found God already there.
I hope I never cease to notice and to wonder at God’s gift of life and love in the 
whole of creation.
And I shall continue to wonder as I spend time with the residents and patients in 
Ledbury Hospital and the surrounding Nursing and Care Homes.

And so I pray for Linde as she wonders what God has in store for her:
Linde, may you never become burdened by strategies, targets and outcomes  but 
always be openeyed and full of wonder, full of life and of love.
And I pray for us all as we discover and rediscover our wonder and awe in “Our 
Lord and our God…” Amen

Nicky Seabright 3rd July 2022

A heartfelt Thank You
I was so very deeply touched by your love, kindness and generosity on 
the occasion of my ‘retirement’ early in July. It was such a joy to see so 
many friends gathered together – a real celebration of all we share as a 
community. The sumptuous tea, masterminded by Liz Clutterbuck in her 
inimitable way, was delicious and enjoyed by us all, and I would like to 
thank all those who prepared it so very much.
I would also like to thank you so very much for the wonderful, 
thoughtful gift of the beautiful birdbath. It was made by a talented local 
ceramic artist and will give me such joy over many years to come – our 
garden birds have been revelling in it in these hot days!
As I said in the July edition of the magazine, I deeply value being part of 
a community and living amongst those who mean so much to Frank and 
me. Thank you all so very, very much.
With my love
Nicky



From Rambling Reader to Curate’s Colloquy!

Firstly, thank you to so many who have 
supported me over the past year in this 
exciting journey to ordination, with your 
prayers, financial support, gifts and 
encouragement – and of course, the 
delicious tea on the 3 rd July which it was a 
joy to share with Nicky. Those of you who 
were able to attend the beautiful cathedral 
service will have seen the stunning stole 
made for me by Mandy – complete with 
golden harps, musical notation ascending to 
a gleaming cross. It will always remind me 
of this special day and how blessed I am to 
be serving in the Hop Churches Benefice. 

The preordination retreat was excellent, led 
by the gifted Rev Dr Christopher Landau (who also preached at the 
ordination service). We focused on the theme of Resilient Hope and 
Joy and how we can sustain that – much food for further reflection 
indeed. Christopher, in addition to being a Herefordian (born and 
raised in RossonWye) is Director of ReSource, an organisation 
that focuses in a variety of ways on developing God’s gentle work in 
our churches and parish life in ways that call us into deeper unity, 
engagement and encounter with the living God in the person of the 
Holy Spirit. Surely an important ongoing lesson of Pentecost! 
Christopher has also been a Religious Affairs correspondent for the 
BBC, so despite his relative youth, brought us much wisdom and 
spiritual insight, together with a warm sense of humour.

It was also a delight to be able to take quiet moments in the 
beautiful and tranquil riverside garden of the Bishop’s Palace, 
where the ordinands were well looked after by +Richard and 
Deborah. Whilst there were various times of silence and beautiful, 
tranquil music , there was also much noisy hilarity when finally and 
somewhat surprisingly, we were played a children’s song called 
‘Fruit of the Spirit,’ where a rather crazy yet jolly voice sang, ‘The 
fruit of the Spirit’s not a Coconut!’ It certainly brought us down from 
the rather rarified atmosphere we had been dwelling in! (Check it 
out on YouTube...) Even the Bishop laughed… I’m not sure I shall 
be singing this in church – but who knows…!
Linde





 ART and CRAFT exhibition in Bosbury Church

Saturday August 13th from 10m to 5pm

A free exhibition of work by local artists and craftspeople. 
Potential exhibitors please contact Christine Allen via Facebook 

messenger or Esther Kay 01531 670634.

Bosbury Brew refreshments will be available all day. 
(Donations of cakes/scones/biscuits etc will be gratefully 
received).

In aid of church funds.



August is the month when we notice all the moths and other 
insects scuttling and fluttering about at night in the warm 
summer air, with numerous flying insects drawn to our night 
lamps. In this poem, Hardy observes that such simple creatures 
appear to know ‘Earth’s secrets’ – secrets of which the poet 
himself is unaware. I love the use of the dialect 
‘dumbledore’  (used effectively by JK Rowling as the name of the 
Headmaster of Harry Potter’s school, Hogwarts!) – an old term 
for the bumblebee.

An August Midnight

Thomas Hardy  18401928
I

 A shaded lamp and a waving blind,

And the beat of a clock from a distant floor:

On this scene enter—winged, horned, and 
spined—

A longlegs, a moth, and a dumbledore;

While 'mid my page there idly stands

A sleepy fly, that rubs its hands...
 

II

 Thus meet we five, in this still place,

At this point of time, at this point in space.

—My guests besmear my newpenned 
line,

Or bang at the lamp and fall supine.

"God's humblest, they!" I muse. Yet why?

They know Earthsecrets that know not I.

 
Linde



Bosbury 100 Club Winners
1st 116 H Blewit
2nd 1 Y Hay
3rd 19 P Matthews; 81 O Clutterbuck

117 G Blewit
Paul Davies 100 Club organiser

Norman Thellwell (19232004)
Gentler but still perceptive humour



This WORDSEARCH has 14 athletics events

July solution



Bosbury Flicks in the Sticks is taking a summer break and will 
be back in September.



Gaetano dei Conti di Thiene (6 October 1480 – 7 August 1547), 
known as Saint Cajetan (/ˈkædʒәtәn/), was an Italian Catholic 
priest and religious reformer, cofounder of the Theatines. He is 
recognised as a saint in the Catholic Church, and his feast day 
is 7 August.
Cajetan was born in October 1480, the son of Gaspar, lord of 
Thiene, and Mary Porta, persons of the first rank among the 
nobility of the territory of Vicenza, in Veneto Region.
His father died when he was two years of age. Quiet and retiring 
by nature, he was predisposed to piety by his mother. Cajetan 
studied law in Padua, receiving his degree as doctor utriusque 
juris (i.e., in civil and canon law) at age 24. In 1506 he worked 
as a diplomat for Pope Julius II, with whom he helped reconcile 
the Republic of Venice. But he was not ordained a priest until 
the year 1516.
With the death of Pope Julius II in 1513, Cajetan withdrew from 
the papal court.[3] Recalled to Vicenza by the death of his 
mother, he founded in 1522 a hospital for incurables there.[4] By 
1523 he had established a hospital in Venice, as well. His 
interests were as much or more devoted to spiritual healing than 
the physical kind, and he joined a confraternity in Rome called 
the "Oratory of Divine Love".[1] He intended to form a group that 
would combine the spirit of monasticism with the exercises of 
the active ministry.A new congregation was canonically erected 
by Pope Clement VII in the year 1524. One of his four 
companions was Giovanni Pietro Carafa, the Bishop of Chieti, 
elected first superior of the order, who later became pope as 
Paul IV. From the name of the city of Chieti (in Latin: Theate), 
arose the name by which the order is known, the "Theatines". 
The order grew at a fairly slow pace: there were only twelve 
Theatines during the sack of Rome in 1527, during which 
Cajetan was tortured by the Spanish soldiers of Charles V who 
had mutinied. The Theatines managed to escape to Venice.

Cover storey  Saint Cajetan 



There Cajetan met Jerome Emiliani, whom he assisted in the 
establishment of his Congregation of Clerks Regular. In 1533 he 
founded a house in Naples. The year 1540 found him in Venice 
again and from there he extended his work to Verona. He founded 
a bank to help the poor and offer an alternative to usurers (who 
charged high interest rates). It later became the Banco di Napoli.
Cajetan died in Naples on 7 August 1547.[6] His remains are in 
the church of San Paolo Maggiore in Naples;[outside the church is 
Piazza San Gaetano, with a statue.

He was beatified on 8 October 1629 by Pope Urban VIII. On 12 
April 1671 Cajetan was canonized. Saint Cajetan's feast day is 
celebrated on 7 August.

Jesuit missionary Eusebio Kino in 1691 established the mission 
San Cayetano de Tumacácori in honor of Cajetan. It is now 
Tumacacori National Historical Park in Arizona.
He is known as the patron saint of Argentina, the unemployed, 
gamblers, document controllers, and good fortune. He was a 
spiritual aspirant in the mould of St.Francis of Assisi who gave up 
his riches for leading a life of Christian 
piety. Fully committed and dedicated 
as one who practiced total renunciation 
of material riches would be, he was 
unwavering in his pursuit of the 
spiritual goals he had set for 
completion and never allowed himself 
to be distracted from realizing them. To 
the end, he was immersed in his work; 
and, after being made the patron saint 
of the unemployed, he meets, fully and 
favourably, the hopes and aspirations 
of those searching for work.

Source Wikipaedia

©Tracy L. Christianson



Bringing in the Light—Munsley 6pm Thursday 4 August
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New GP Appointment Booking System 

Having listened carefully to your valuable feedback, we are 
pleased to announce that we are introducing a new appointment 
system for booking GP appointments from now onwards. 

Under our old system, all of our available GP appointments were 
reserved for the same day you called. However, you highlighted 
that this caused particular issues with getting through to us on 
the telephone first thing and not being able to plan and book 
ahead. In order to address these issues, in our new system, we 
are therefore offering a proportion of GP telephone appointments 
that can be booked in advance. Furthermore, if a GP feels that 
you need to be seen, then face to face appointments can be 
booked by prior arrangement with the GP which our Reception 
team will arrange for you. 

In order to improve continuity of care, we have also decided to 
move away from recommending that you speak to your own GP 
for any problem that you might have. Instead, the person you 
speak to about a new issue is the person that you should 
continue to speak to about that issue. This could be any of our 
health professionals including a GP, Advanced Care Practitioner 
(ACP), Pharmacist, Practice Nurse or Physiotherapist and our 
Receptionists will continue to direct you to the best member of 
our team to care for your needs.  

As there will be appointments available to prebook, and with the 
move away from being directed to your own GP, you will no 
longer need to call at 8 am to get booked on a particular GP’s 
phone list. You can call at any time throughout the day as 
appointments will become free to book on an ongoing basis. We 
expect this change to be popular so you may find that there is a 
wait for a prebooked appointment. 



Our GP capacity has reduced recently because two of our GPs 
decided to leave General Practice to pursue other areas of 
medicine and we wish them all the best for their future careers. 
Dr Lauren Smith took up a new position teaching medical 
students in May, and Dr Mary Wall left us in midJune to work in 
St Michael’s Hospice. Having fewer GPs has meant that the 
remaining GPs have had to be Duty Doctor more frequently. On 
these days, they are leading the Duty team dealing with same 
day urgent medical problems and not available for routine 
appointments. 

We are however delighted to share with you that we will have a 
new GP joining us in September; her name is Dr Amy Wilkins 
and she will take on all of Dr Lauren Smith’s list of registered 
patients. Our other excellent news is that Dr Sam Cockayne will 
be increasing the number of days she works and will be taking 
over Dr Mary Wall’s patient list. We are looking forward to 
welcoming Dr Amy Wilkins and introducing these changes 
which will greatly enhance and strengthen our GP team. 

Grants for further education  Bosbury

From Bosbury Educational Foundation  Charity No: 527140

This is to advise that any young person wishing to apply for a further 
education grant should do so now. The grants are for school leavers 
going on to further education and applicants must have lived in the 
parish of Bosbury for at least three years. This year we are also 
inviting students from Bosbury who are pursuing a practical/vocational 
course to apply for the Jack Mason Grant. The grant amounts are at 
the discretion of the Governors of the Foundation.

Please apply in writing to Mrs N  Ruddick (Clerk), Bosbury 
Educational Foundation, 4 Morton Cottages, Bosbury, HR8 1PT. 
Please include details of the course to be taken, plus age of applicant 
and time resident in Bosbury.

Anyone who has had a grant and whose course is ongoing is 
reminded that they will need to reapply.

All applications must be in by the 30th September 2022







WORDSEARCH this month's answers

HOP CHURCHES NEWS ADVERTISING COORDINATOR 
NEEDED 
Rosemary Bayles has done a brilliant job for 8 years 
coordinating the advertising for Hop Churches News and we 
greatly appreciate all her good work. She has now decided to 
pass on the baton, so we need a willing volunteer to replace 
her.The advertising plays a useful role in providing information 
and promoting local businesses. The advertising rates are 
modest but the advertising revenue makes it possible to 
produce this magazine which is a valuable community 
resurce.. For more information about what is involved please 
contact Rosemary on 01531 640895 and she will be very 
happy to explain.





Every six seconds somebody in the UK contacts Samaritans for help. Whether 
it’s by phone, email or letter, Samaritan volunteers are available to support 
anyone struggling to cope, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
Most people go through difficult times, and contacting someone who won’t 
judge about what’s troubling you, no matter how large or small the issue feels, 
can really help. 
Suicide is not inevitable, it is preventable. and we know that suicidal thoughts 
are often temporary and can be interrupted, so finding our contact details could 
make all the difference. 
Samaritans Herefordshire Branch want to raise awareness of the  24/7 
emotional support available,  to as many people as possible in our local area 
during this especially difficult time.

Phone free on 116 123 
Email jo@samaritans.org.





















Images from Linde's ordination


