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This Month's cover illustration is of a statue of St 
Colman Mac Duagh  see page 14

There is no Rector's Ramblings this month as Mandy is on holiday 
at the time of writing.
Instead we include a poem written by the poet laureate, Simon 
Armitage, to mark the death of Queen Elizabeth II.
Floral Tribute, distributed by Faber,is a double acrostic, with two 
verses consisting of nine lines, the first letters of which spell 
Elizabeth.
Armitage thanks the Queen of her "gift" of a promise made and 
kept for life and offers his poem as a "gift in return".
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Floral Tribute by Simon Armitage

Evening will come, however determined the late afternoon,

Limes and oaks in their last green flush, pearled in September  
mist.

I have conjured a lily to light these hours, a token of thanks,

Zones and auras of soft glare framing the brilliant globes.

A promise made and kept for life  that was your gift 

Because of which, here is a gift in return, glovewort to some,

Each shining bonnet guarded by stern lancelike leaves.

The country loaded its whole self into your slender hands,

Hands that can rest, now, relieved of a century's weight.

Evening has come. Rain on the black lochs and dark Munros.

Lily of the Valley, a namesake almost, a favourite flower

Interlaced with your famous bouquets, the restrained

Zeal and forceful grace of its lanterns, each inflorescence

A silent bell disguising a singular voice. A blurred new day

Breaks uncrowned on remote peaks and public parks, and

Everything turns on these luminous petals and deep roots,

This lily that thrives between spire and tree, whose brightness

Holds and glows beyond the life and border of its bloom.
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Curate’s Colloquy

As I write this, I am on holiday in Cornwall, dodging strong 
showers amidst bursts of warm sunshine.  But the overall memory 
will be of hearing the sad news via a text of Her Majesty. Queen 
Elizabeth’s death as I walked down towards Porthleven harbour. 
The scene will be forever etched on my memory.

But what will also always remain with me is the inspiration of her 
faith. All her life, the Queen held the hand of the Servant King, 
choosing to serve, aware she sometimes got things wrong but 
trusting that every day brings a new beginning with God. She said, 
“I know that the only way to live my life is to try and do what is 
right, to take the long view, to give of my best.. and to put my trust 
in God.”  

That trust led to a life of kindness, service and true humility, the 
kind that doesn’t take yourself too seriously. Sky news has a 
wonderful interview where a former security officer recounts the 
time when two American tourists met her walking in Balmoral. 
They asked her to take a photo of them and she played along with 
it, never letting on who she was. She kept that sense of fun to the 
end  most especially in the delightful tea with Paddington Bear 
scene.

We grieve with hope that God can meet us in the present, with all 
we need to meet its challenges, and we grieve with hope of the 
joy of eternal life. The Queen herself faced deep sorrows and 
challenges but told us, “I draw strength from the message of hope 
in the Christian gospel.”

Hope in Christ carried her through the horrors of the Second 
World War. As a 13 year old in 1939, she handed her father, King 
George, this poem by Minnie Louise Haskins, 

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”
And he replied:
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”

No wonder she was loved by so many. 

Linde
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A Poem for Early Autumn

This is an early poem by Elizabeth Jennings (1926–2001), first published in her 1955 

collection, A  Way of Looking. A lifelong, practising Catholic, Jennings is usually 

described as a religious, or Christian, poet. She was often interested in tracking 

moments of intense personal perception for their own sake. Her rural childhood in 

Boston, Lincolnshire, ended when she was six but, as Song at the Beginning of 

Autumn demonstrates, it finetuned her senses to the natural world. Has autumn 

begun, she asks herself before starting her “Song”, knowing the answer isn’t in 

anything visible, but is something she has sniffed in the air. I’m sure, you too, like 

me, may have noticed that indefinable special smell or change of light that marks the 

start of autumn.

Linde

Now watch this Autumn that arrives
In smells. All looks like Summer still;
Colours are quite unchanged, the 
air
On green and white serenely 
thrives.
Heavy the trees with growth and full
The fields. Flowers flourish 
everywhere.

Proust who collected time within
A child’s cake would understand
The ambiguity of this –
Summer still raging while a thin
Column of smoke stirs from the land
Proving that Autumn gropes for us.

But every season is a kind
Of rich nostalgia. We give names –
Autumn and Summer, Winter, 
Spring –

As though to unfasten from the 
mind
Our moods and give them outward 
forms.
We want the certain, solid thing.
But I am carried back against
My will into a childhood where
Autumn is bonfires, marbles, 
smoke;
I lean against my window fenced
From evocations in the air.
When I said Autumn, Autumn broke.
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, BOSBURY

Harvest Festival
We celebrated Harvest in fine style on September 11th with a 
well attended Family Service and splendid Bring and Share 
lunch with plenty of opportunity to catch up with friends and 
neighbours. The church looked beautiful, with stunning floral 
displays created for the wedding the day before, and some 
seasonal additions.

It was also our first chance as a church community to pay our 
respects to our late Queen Elizabeth and to pray for the Royal 
Family at this time.

Organ Restoration News
We were pleased to welcome some members of the 

Gloucestershire Organists' Association on September 10th. 
Roger Allen gave an introduction to the unique characteristics 

of our historic instrument and James Lancelot, formerly 
Organist of Durham Cathedral, demonstrated some of its 

potential. Plans are afoot for the repair of the swell mechanism 
very soon, thanks to the Edward Cadbury Trust. We are most 

grateful for some generous donations to the Organ Restoration 
Appeal. 

Bosbury Church Choir
always welcomes new singers of all ages, voices and 
abilities.Come and give us a try!Choir Practice is on 

Wednesday evenings from 6.307.30pmFor more information 
contact Esther Kay 01531 670634
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Hereford Historic Churches Trust, who recently made a 
generous grant to Bosbury Church, are having a COFFEE 

MORNING at Lyde Arundel at 10am on Thursday 13th 
October.

All are invited, and donations of baked goods would be 
gratefully received on the day.

All funds raised will go to help other churches in need.

Let all the world in every corner sing
Sunday October 9th at 11am

 A celebration of the church music of Ralph Vaughan 
Williams (born October 12th 1872)

Come and sing some favourite hymns!
Ralph Vaughan Williams was pivotal in the compilation of 

the English Hymnal and, later, Songs of Praise. As a contrast 
to what he considered to be gloomy and undistinguished 

Victorian hymn tunes he arranged folk songs such as Dives 
and Lazarus (Star of the County Down) which became "I 

heard the voice of Jesus say", The Blacksmith  for "He who 
would valiant be" and Forest Green for "O little town of 

Bethlehem". He also composed the beautiful Down Ampney 
(named after his birthplace) for "Come down O Love divine" 

and Sine Nomine for "For all the saints".

Advance notice
Sunday November 27th at 7pm

Advent Carol Service
sung by Refugium Chamber Choir
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH BOSBURY

Music at Bosbury 2022

Saturday 8th October at 7pm

An English programme

in aid of Bosbury organ restoration fund

The glories of English song

To include music by Butterworth, Finzi and 
Vaughan 

Williams

Presented by

Matthew Thomson (tenor)

and Roger Allen (piano)
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ZOOM WORSHIP
1st Sunday of every month at 9.30am
Over recent years Zoom church has been a lifeline for us, 

and continues to connect us in a very special way with 
our fellow worshippers across the Benefice and far 

beyond.
J.Joy Wright, Jane Thomas and Esther Kay are working 

together to ensure that we can continue to meet and 
worship together via Zoom.

Zoom church is for everyone, especially those who find it 
hard to get out early in the morning for whatever reason! 
If you are on the address list to receive the link you will 
hear from us. If you would like to be added to the list 

please contact Esther Kay 01531 670634.
If you need help with connecting please let us know.
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Bosbury 100 Club Winners
1st 49  B Jones
2nd 108 L Belmont
3rd 58 L Stevens

98 N Dupenois
119 R Prestidge

Paul Davies 100 Club organiser

Ashperton Church Lottery
1st £ 50 Jim Green
2nd £20 Freda Helme
3rd £10 Richard Whittaker
4th £5 Margaret Meadows
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Friday 21 October 2022 7.30pm

Tickets £5 Wine and nibbles available

Enquiries 01531 640333

Bosbury Parish Hall
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Saint Colman mac Duagh
Venerated in Roman Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy Saint 
Colman mac Duagh (c. 560 – 29 October 632) was born at 
Corker, Kiltartan, County Galway, Ireland, the son of the Irish 
chieftain Duac (and thus, in Irish, mac Duach). He initially lived as 
a recluse, living in prayer and prolonged fastings, first on 
Inismore, then in a cave at the Burren in County Clare. With his 
relative, King Guaire Aidne mac Colmáin (d. 663) of Connacht he 
founded the monastery of Kilmacduagh, ("the church of the son of 
Duac"), and governed it as abbotbishop. He was educated at 
Saint Enda's monastery on Inishmore/Árainn, the largest of the 
Aran Islands and lived there as a hermit. He built a church, 
Teampuill Mor Mhic Duagh, and a small oratory, Teampuill beg 
Mhic Duagh, near Kilmurvy. These form part of a group known as 
the Seven Churches, although the designation does not indicate 
the actual number of churches, many destroyed during the time of 
Cromwell.

Seeking greater solitude, around 590 he moved to the Burren, 
which was then covered in forest, accompanied by a servant. The 
hermitage is located in the townland of Keelhilla, part of the parish 
of Carran, at the foot of a cliff of Slieve Carran. Today the site 
consists of a small stone oratory, a holy well, Colman's shallow 
cave, the grave of his servant and a bullaun stone. These are now 
surrounded by hazel scrub. Since the oratory is made from stone, 
it cannot have been built by Colman, as in his time the churches 
were all built from wood.

King Guaire Aidne mac Colmáin had his principal place of 
residence at Kinvara, near the location of today's Dunguaire 
Castle. Upon learning of the hermitage, he was so impressed with 
Colman's holiness that he asked him to take episcopal charge of 
the territory of the Aidhne.
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In 610, Colman founded a monastery, which became the centre of 
the tribal Diocese of Aidhne, practically coextensive with the See of 
Kilmacduagh.[6] This is now known as the monastery of 
Kilmacduagh. 
Although reluctant to accept the title, Colman was ordained a 
bishop. His associates included Surney of Drumacoo. He died 29 
October 632.
Although the "Martyrology of Donegal" assigns his feast to 2 
February, yet the weight of evidence and the tradition of the 
diocese point to 29 October.

Legends
While she carried the child in her womb, Colman's mother heard a 
prophecy that her son would be great man and surpass all others 
of his lineage. The pregnant Rhinagh, fearing her husband would 
seek to harm the child, fled. However, the king's men caught up to 
her and tried to drown her in the Kiltartin river by tying a stone 
around her neck. However, she was washed to shore. The rock 
with the rope marks is on display by the Kiltartin river.

Not long after she gave birth to Colman (c. 560), Rhinagh took her 
newborn to a priest to baptise, but they realised there was no 
water. Fearing to return home, the mother sheltered under an ash 
tree and prayed. A fountain bubbled up from the earth and Colman 
was baptised. That fountain is now the miraculous well of Colman 
mac duagh. Rhinagh entrusted her child to the care of monks.

According to the Menology of Aengus, after austere fasting 
throughout Lent, on Easter morning Colman inquired as to whether 
his servant had found anything special for their Easter meal. The 
servant replied that he only had a small fowl and the usual herbs. 
Perceiving that the servant's patience was near exhausted, 
Colman prayed that the Lord provide an appropriate meal. At the 
same time, Colman's cousin King Guaire was sitting down to a 
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banquet. No sooner had the dishes been served than they were 
spirited away by unseen hands. The king and his retinue followed 
only to find the banquet spread before Colman and his servant. 
An area of limestone pavement nearby is called to this day Bohir 
na Maes or Bóthar na Mias, the "road of the dishes".
King Guaire bade him to build a monastery. Colman wanted God 
to show him where to build the monastery, and so asked God to 
give him a sign; later while walking through Burren woods, his 
cincture fell off. He took this to be God's sign and built the 
monastery on the place his cincture fell.
It is said that Colman declared that no person nor animal in the 
diocese of Kilmacduagh would ever die of lightning strike, 
something that appears true to this day.
As with many relics, Colman's abbatial crozier has been used 
through the centuries for the swearing of oaths. Although it was in 
the custodianship of the O'Heynes of Kiltartan (descendants of 
King Guaire) and their relatives, the O'Shaughnessys, it can now 
be seen in the National Museum in Dublin 
Other tales are recounted about Colman, who loved birds and 
animals. He had a pet rooster who served as an alarm clock at a 
time before there were such modern conveniences. The rooster 
would begin his song at the breaking of dawn and continue until 
Colman would come out and speak to it. Colman would then call 
the other monks to prayer by ringing the bells. But the monks 
wanted to pray during the night hours, too, and couldn't count on 
the rooster to awaken them at midnight and 3:00 am. So Colman 
made a pet out of a mouse that often kept him company in the 
night by giving it crumbs to eat. Eventually the mouse was tamed, 
and Colman asked its help in waking him for prayer.
It was a long time before Colman tested the understanding of the 
mouse. After a long day of preaching and travelling on foot, 
Colman slept very soundly. When he did not awake at the usual 
hour in the middle of the night for Lauds, the mouse pattered
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to the bed, climbed on the pillow, and rubbed his tiny head 
against Colman's ear. Not enough to awaken the exhausted 
monk. So the mouse tried again, but Colman shook him off 
impatiently. Making one last effort, the mouse nibbled on the 
saint's ear and Colman immediately arose—laughing. The 
mouse, looking very serious and important, just sat there on the 
pillow staring at the monk, while Colman continued to laugh in 
disbelief that the mouse had indeed understood its job. When he 
regained his composure, Colman praised the clever mouse for 
his faithfulness and fed him extra treats. Then he entered God's 
presence in prayer. Thereafter, Colman always waited for the 
mouse to rub his ear before arising, whether he was awake or 
not. The mouse never failed in his mission.
The monk had another strange pet: a fly. Each day, Colman 
would spend some time reading a large, awkward parchment 
manuscript prayer book. Each day the fly would perch on the 
margin of the sheet. Eventually Colman began to talk to the fly, 
thanked him for his company, and asked for his help: 
"Do you think you could do something useful for me? You see 
yourself that everyone who lives in the monastery is useful. Well, 
if I am called away stay on the spot I mark with my finger, so that 
I'll know exactly where to start when I come back." 
So, as with the mouse, it was a long time before Colman put the 
understanding of the fly to the test. He probably provided the 
insect with treats as he did the mouse—perhaps a single drop of 
honey or crumb of cake. One day Colman was called to attend a 
visitor. He pointed the spot on the manuscript where he had 
stopped and asked the fly to stay there until he returned. The fly 
did as the saint requested, obediently remaining still for over an 
hour. Colman was delighted. Thereafter, he often gave the faithful 
fly a little task that it was proud to do for him. The other monks 
thought it was such a marvel that they wrote it down in the 
monastery records, which is how we know about it. 
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ASHPERTON CASTLE The site of a late 13th century fortified manor house which had been 
dismantled by the 18th century. An oval platform surrounded by a moat is all that remains to the 
west of the church.

Photo Andrew Tivenan
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WORDSEARCH can you find 15 varieties of fruit 
this month  list on page 23

LAST MONTH'S 
SOLUTION
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Bringing in the Light

 Thursday 6th October (6pm)  at Stretton Grandison

Please do come and join us for a reflective time of prayer as we 
conttinue to seek God's blessing on our churches,villages and land, 
as well as the wider world  please bring a candle.

Your New Hop Churches Advertising CoOrdinator

Susan Held has taken over from Rosemary as  advertisements 
coordinator. For all enquiries please email 
hopchurchadvertising@gmail.com

Please send any 
feedback on the newsletter;
ideas for content;
articles for possible publication;
photographs for the online edition. etc
to hopchurchnews@gmail.com

Editor
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Every six seconds somebody in the UK contacts Samaritans for help. Whether 
it’s by phone, email or letter, Samaritan volunteers are available to support 
anyone struggling to cope, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
Most people go through difficult times, and contacting someone who won’t 
judge about what’s troubling you, no matter how large or small the issue feels, 
can really help. 
Suicide is not inevitable, it is preventable. and we know that suicidal thoughts 
are often temporary and can be interrupted, so finding our contact details could 
make all the difference. 
Samaritans Herefordshire Branch want to raise awareness of the  24/7 
emotional support available,  to as many people as possible in our local area 
during this especially difficult time.

Phone free on 116 123 
Email jo@samaritans.org.

Write to: 
Freepost RSRBKKBYCYJK 
Chris, PO Box 9090 
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mailto:heating.solutions@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.qualityheatingsolutions.co.uk/
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Mrs Freda Helme 01531 670586
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Greener footprints

By Helen Heathfield and Rebecca Tully (friends who live in Canon 
Frome). Got a green question, dilemma or topic for us to cover 
next? Please let us know via helenheathfield@gmail.com

Back in May, our first Greener Footprints focused on reducing your 
use of oil and gas at home. We made brief mention of Keep 
Herefordshire Warm (KHW) which uses money from government 
and Herefordshire council to offer energy efficiency advice and 
grant funding. Their aim is to help keep Herefordshire residents 
healthy and comfortable at home. Now the nights are drawing in, 
we’re going to focus on everything that KHW do.

If you are at all worried about paying your energy bills this 
winter, contact them. Call 0800 677 1432. If the line is busy leave 
a voicemail and they’ll get back to you. Depending on your situation 
you could get an Energy Advocate who will work with you to 
understand, manage and reduce your bills. 

For a limited time and on a first come first served basis, full 
funding for various home improvements is available. Air source 
heat pumps to replace oilfired systems or insulation of all types, 
from solid wall to roominroof are available. The criteria are that 
you need a pretax household income of under £30k or a member 
of the household receiving meanstested benefits, plus you own or 
rent your home and it has an Energy Performance Certificate of D
G. Ring to check if you and your home are eligible.

There are some other sources of partial funding for insulation 
and boiler replacements. The eligibility criteria can be quite 
complex, so it’s best to call for advice.
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Do you just want to do some research yourself? KHW have
easy to read guides on fuel bills, switching supplier,
condensation, insulation, heating and hot water, lighting and
appliances, air source heat pumps, solar panels and other
sources of renewable energy.
www.keepherefordshirewarm.co.uk

Caption: There’s so much 
more to insulation than the 
loft –
solid wall (internal or 
external), roominroof, 
underfloor and
hardtotreat cavity walls, 
plus double glazing and 
airtight
windows and doors. Keep 
your heat in!
Please don’t get 
scammed. Never buy 
insulation or any home
energy product from a 
doorstep salesperson or 
cold caller.

Don’t let them in. If they’re claiming to be from KHW, call the
helpline to check.
Interested in more tips?
Over sixty actions and lots of helpful links are available here:
greatcollaboration.uk/thetoolkit/
Or there are 22 things to do in 2022 here:
zerocarbon.herefordshire.gov.uk


