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To advertise in both the printed and online colour 
Hop Churches News please contact the advertising 

coordinator Susan Held on 
hopchurchadvertising@gmail.com 

To receive the extended and full colour online version of the Newsletter each 
month via a 'blind' circulation list (so that no one else can see your address) 

please email hopchurchnews@gmail.com.

This month's cover illustration is of this month's saint, Basil of Caesarea, also 
called Saint Basil the Great as depicted in an icon in the St Sophia Cathedral of 
Kviv (Kiev). 
More on St Basil can be found on pages 57 and a colour illustrated article on the 
National Conservation Area of Kviv, including the Cathedral, can be viewed in the 
extended online edition.
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Rector's Ramblings  Unfortunately there are no 'Ramblings this month.

Curate's Colloquy

Having had unplanned discussions with a couple of people in the last week who 
are keen to tell me they are atheists often because they cannot understand all the 
suffering in the world today,  I have been thinking about how the Christian life is 
surely a connected life of hope. Are these folk who claim not to believe in God 
seeking hope? I suspect they may well be. If we disconnect from the power and 
love of God, everything goes dark. It is God who keeps our lamps burning and out 
of this springs hope. 

No doubt many of us are thinking, ‘What will 2023 bring? Dare we hope amidst all 
the prevailing problems?’

Our society is ever more fragmented and disconnected. Not for nothing are we the 
age of the selfie. The ‘I’ in identity fills our online discussions and too many are 
lonely. But the  truly Christian life is a connected life. Never alone. Always drawing 
from the love of the Father, always propelled by that love to care for others. That’s 
why many places, including churches,  are creating warm spaces at a time when 
many are scared of a life without power, of losing light and heat because of the 
cost. God keeps our lamp burning so that we can light up a dark world.  Our 
Bosbury Brew is surely a place of hope & warmth each Tuesday. Our monthly 
‘Bringing in the Light’ services offer the brightness of hope:  I look forward to 
starting those up again in March. 

Some outside the church have asked me why I am ordained at a time when all 
seems so hopeless but then comment that they see this as a positive step  
admitting we all need hope!  A number of those will have come to our Christmas 
services, perhaps seeking something outside themselves will they dare to 
believe?

Now I await my priesting on 15th January in the hope of God’s blessing on my 
ministry  please do come to Bosbury (4pm)  to cheer me on & let us travel 
together ‘in sure and certain hope’ that our God travels with us.

With every blessing in 2023,

Linde 
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Hop Churches Services rota – January 2023
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This month's saint is Basil of Caesarea

Basil of Caesarea, also called Saint Basil the Great (Ancient Greek: Ἅγιος Βασίλειος ὁ Μέγας, 
Hágios Basíleios ho Mégas; – January 1 or 2, 379), was a bishop of Caesarea Mazaca in 
Cappadocia, Asia Minor (modernday Turkey). He was an influential theologian who supported 
the Nicene Creed and opposed the heresies of the early Christian church, fighting against both 
Arianism and the followers of Apollinaris of Laodicea. His ability to balance his theological 
convictions with his political connections made Basil a powerful advocate for the Nicene position.
In addition to his work as a theologian, Basil was known for his care of the poor and 
underprivileged. Basil established guidelines for monastic life which focus on community life, 
liturgical prayer, and manual labor. Together with Pachomius, he is remembered as a father of 
communal monasticism in Eastern Christianity. He is considered a saint by the traditions of both 
Eastern and Western Christianity.
Basil, together with his brother Gregory of Nyssa and his friend Gregory of Nazianzus, are 
collectively referred to as the Cappadocian Fathers. The Eastern Orthodox Church and Eastern 
Catholic Churches have given him, together with Gregory of Nazianzus and John Chrysostom, 
the title of Great Hierarch. He is recognized as a Doctor of the Church in the Roman Catholic 
Church. He is sometimes referred to by the epithet Ouranophantor (Greek: Οὐρανοφάντωρ), 
"revealer of heavenly mysteries".

Early life and education

Basil was born into the wealthy Cappadocian Greek family of Basil the Elder, and Emmelia of 
Caesarea, in Cappadocia, around 330. He was one of ten children, and his parents were known 
for their piety. His maternal grandfather was a Christian martyr, executed in the years prior to 
Constantine I's conversion.
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His pious paternal grandmother, Macrina, a follower of Gregory Thaumaturgus (who had 
founded the nearby church of Neocaesarea), raised Basil and four of his siblings who also are 
now venerated as saints: Macrina the Younger, Naucratius, Peter of Sebaste, and Gregory of 
Nyssa.
Basil received more formal education in Caesarea Mazaca in Cappadocia (modern Kayseri) 
around 350–51. There he met Gregory of Nazianzus. Gregory went to Alexandria, while Basil 
went to Constantinople for further studies, including the lectures of Libanius. The two later met 
again in Athens and became fast friends. There they met a fellow student who would become 
the emperor Julian the Apostate. Basil left Athens in 356, and after travels in Egypt and Syria, 
he returned to Caesarea. For around a year he practiced law and taught rhetoric.
Basil's life changed radically after he encountered Eustathius of Sebaste, a charismatic bishop 
and ascetic. Abandoning his legal and teaching career, Basil devoted his life to God. In a letter 
he described his spiritual awakening:
I had wasted much time on follies and spent nearly all of my youth in vain labors, and devotion 
to the teachings of a wisdom that God had made foolish. Suddenly, I awoke as out of a deep 
sleep. I beheld the wonderful light of the Gospel truth, and I recognized the nothingness of the 
wisdom of the princes of this world.
After his baptism, Basil traveled in 357 to Palestine, Egypt, Syria and Mesopotamia to study 
ascetics and monasticism. He distributed his fortunes among the poor, and went briefly into 
solitude near Neocaesarea of Pontus (modern Niksar) on the Iris. Basil eventually realized that 
while he respected the ascetics' piety and prayerfulness, the solitary life did not call him. 
Eustathius of Sebaste, a prominent anchorite near Pontus, had mentored Basil. However, they 
also eventually differed over dogma.
Basil instead felt drawn toward communal religious life, and by 358 he was gathering around 
him a group of likeminded disciples, including his brother Peter. Together they founded a 
monastic settlement on his family's estate near Annesi (modern Sonusa or Uluköy, near the 
confluence of the Iris and Lycos rivers. His widowed mother Emmelia, sister Macrina, and 
several other women, joined Basil and devoted themselves to pious lives of prayer and 
charitable works (some claim Macrina founded this community).
Here Basil wrote about monastic communal life. His writings became pivotal in developing 
monastic traditions of the Eastern Church. In 358, Basil invited his friend Gregory of Nazianzus 
to join him in Annesi. When Gregory eventually arrived, they collaborated on Origen's Philocalia, 
a collection of Origen's works. Gregory decided to return to his family in Nazianzus.
Basil attended the Council of Constantinople (360). He at first sided with Eustathius and the 
Homoiousians, a semiArian faction who taught that the Son was of like substance with the 
Father, neither the same (one substance) nor different from him. The Homoiousians opposed 
the Arianism of Eunomius but refused to join with the supporters of the Nicene Creed, who 
professed that the members of the Trinity were of one substance ("homoousios"). However, 
Basil's bishop, Dianius of Caesarea, had subscribed only to the earlier Nicene form of 
agreement. Basil eventually abandoned the Homoiousians, and emerged instead as a strong 
supporter of the Nicene Creed.

Caesarea

In 362, Bishop Meletius of Antioch ordained Basil as a deacon. Eusebius then summoned Basil 
to Caesarea and ordained him as presbyter of the Church there in 365. Ecclesiastical entreaties 
rather than Basil's desires thus altered his career path. Basil and Gregory Nazianzus spent the 
next few years combating the Arian heresy, which threatened to divide Cappadocia's Christians. 
In close fraternal cooperation, they agreed to a great rhetorical contest with accomplished Arian 
theologians and rhetors. In the subsequent public debates, presided over by agents of Valens, 
Gregory and Basil emerged triumphant. This success confirmed for both Gregory and Basil that 
their futures lay in administration of the Church.
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 Basil next took on functional administration of the city of Caesarea. Eusebius is reported as 
becoming jealous of the reputation and influence which Basil quickly developed, and allowed 
Basil to return to his earlier solitude. Later, however, Gregory persuaded Basil to return. Basil did 
so, and became the administrator for the Diocese of Caesarea.
In 370, Eusebius died, and Basil was chosen to succeed him, and was consecrated bishop on 
June 14, 370. His new post as bishop of Caesarea also gave him the powers of exarch of Pontus 
and metropolitan of five suffragan bishops, many of whom had opposed him in the election for 
Eusebius's successor. It was then that his great powers were called into action. Hotblooded and 
somewhat imperious, Basil was also generous and sympathetic. He personally organized a soup 
kitchen and distributed food to the poor during a famine following a drought.
His letters show that he actively worked to reform thieves and prostitutes. They also show him 
encouraging his clergy not to be tempted by wealth or the comparatively easy life of a priest, and 
that he personally took care in selecting worthy candidates for holy orders. He also had the 
courage to criticize public officials who failed in their duty of administering justice. At the same 
time, he preached every morning and evening in his own church to large congregations. In 
addition to all the above, he built a large complex just outside Caesarea, called the Basiliad, 
which included a poorhouse, hospice, and hospital, and was compared by Gregory of Nazianzus 
to the wonders of the world.
His zeal for orthodoxy did not blind him to what was good in an opponent; and for the sake of 
peace and charity he was content to waive the use of orthodox terminology when it could be 
surrendered without a sacrifice of truth. The Emperor Valens, who was an adherent of the Arian 
philosophy, sent his prefect Modestus to at least agree to a compromise with the Arian faction.  
Basil's adamant negative response prompted Modestus to say that no one had ever spoken to 
him in that way before. Basil replied, "Perhaps you have never yet had to deal with a bishop." 
Modestus reported back to Valens that he believed nothing short of violence would avail against 
Basil. Valens was apparently unwilling to engage in violence. He did however issue orders 
banishing Basil repeatedly, none of which succeeded. Valens came himself to attend when Basil 
celebrated the Divine Liturgy on the Feast of the Theophany (Epiphany), and at that time was so 
impressed by Basil that he donated to him some land for the building of the Basiliad. This 
interaction helped to define the limits of governmental power over the church.
Basil then had to face the growing spread of Arianism. This belief system, which denied that 
Christ was consubstantial with the Father, was quickly gaining adherents and was seen by many, 
particularly those in Alexandria most familiar with it, as posing a threat to the unity of the church.
[40] Basil entered into connections with the West, and with the help of Athanasius, he tried to 
overcome its distrustful attitude toward the Homoiousians. The difficulties had been enhanced by 
bringing in the question as to the essence of the Holy Spirit. Although Basil advocated objectively 
the consubstantiality of the Holy Spirit with the Father and the Son, he belonged to those, who, 
faithful to Eastern tradition, would not allow the predicate homoousios to the former; for this he 
was reproached as early as 371 by the Orthodox zealots among the monks, and Athanasius 
defended him.
Basil corresponded with Pope Damasus in the hope of having his aid and encouragement 
against triumphant Arianism; the pope, however, cherished some degree of suspicion against the 
Cappadocian Doctor.

Death and legacy

Basil died before the factional disturbances ended. He suffered from liver disease; excessive 
ascetic practices also contributed to his early demise. Historians disagree about the exact date 
Basil died The great institute before the gates of Caesarea, the Ptochoptopheion, or "Basileiad", 
which was used as poorhouse, hospital, and hospice became a lasting monument of Basil's 
episcopal care for the poor. Many of St. Basil's writings and sermons, specifically on the topics of 
money and possessions, continue to challenge Christians today.
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JANUARY

January is, of course, the first month of the year in the Julian and Gregorian calendars.It is, on 
average, the coldest month of the year within most of the Northern Hemisphere (where it is the 
second month of winter) and the warmest month of the year within most of the Southern 
Hemisphere (where it is the second month of summer). In the Southern hemisphere, January is 
the seasonal equivalent of July in the Northern hemisphere and vice versa.

Ancient Roman observances during this month include Cervula and Juvenalia, celebrated 
January 1, as well as one of three Agonalia, celebrated January 9, and Carmentalia, celebrated 
January 11. These dates do not correspond to the modern Gregorian calendar.

Traditionally, the original Roman calendar consisted of 10 months totaling 304 days, winter being 
considered a monthless period. Around 713 BC, the semimythical successor of Romulus, King 
Numa Pompilius, is supposed to have added the months of January and February, so that the 
calendar covered a standard lunar year (354 days). Although March was originally the first month 
in the old Roman calendar, January became the first month of the calendar year either under 
Numa or under the Decemvirs about 450 BC (Roman writers differ). In contrast, each specific 
calendar year was identified by the names of the two consuls, who entered office on March 15 
until 153 BC, at which point they started entering office on January 1.

Historical names for January include its original Roman designation, Ianuarius, the Saxon term 
Wulfmonath (meaning "wolf month") and Charlemagne's designation Wintarmanoth ("winter / 
cold month"). In Slovene, it is traditionally called prosinec. The name, associated with millet 
bread and the act of asking for something, was first written in 1466 in the Škofja Loka 
manuscript. However 'January ' is widely acknowjedged to be named after Janus. 

In ancient Roman religion and myth, Janus is the god of beginnings, gates, transitions, time, 
duality, doorways, passages, frames, and endings. He is usually depicted as having two faces. 
The month of January is named for Janus (Ianuarius). According to ancient Roman farmers' 
almanacs, Juno was mistaken as the tutelary deity of the month of January; but, Juno is the 
tutelary deity of the month of June.

Janus presided over the beginning and ending of conflict, and hence war and peace. The gates 
of a building in Rome named after him (not a temple, as it is often called, but an open enclosure 
with gates at each end) were opened in time of war, and closed to mark the arrival of peace. As a 
god of transitions, he had functions pertaining to birth and to journeys and exchange, and in his 
association with Portunus, a similar harbor and gateway god, he was concerned with travelling, 
trading and shipping.

The name of the god Iānus, meaning in Latin 'arched passage, doorway', stems from ProtoItalic 
*iānu ('door').
While the fundamental nature of Janus is debated, in most modern scholars' view the god's 
functions may be seen as being organized around a single principle: presiding over all 
beginnings and transitions, whether abstract or concrete, sacred or profane.[16] Interpretations 
concerning the god's fundamental nature either limit it to this general function or emphasize a 
concrete or particular aspect of it (identifying him with light the sun, the moon, time, movement, 
the year, doorways, bridges etc.) or else see in the god a sort of cosmological principle, 
interpreting him as a uranic deity.
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God of change

Janus frequently symbolized change and transitions such as the progress of past to future, 
from one condition to another, from one vision to another, and young people's growth to 
adulthood. He represented time because he could see into the past with one face and into the 
future with the other.[43] Hence, Janus was worshipped at the beginnings of the harvest and 
planting times, as well as at marriages, deaths and other beginnings. He represented the 
middle ground between barbarism and civilization, rural and urban space, youth and adulthood. 
Having jurisdiction over beginnings Janus had an intrinsic association with omens and 
auspices.

Statue representing Janus Bifrons in the Vatican Museums
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Whilst we  had some unseasonably warm winter weather, now that the colder spells arrive and 
when the damp mists clear, the night sky is breathtakingly beautiful and certainly makes me 
think of the wonders of our Creator God.  So, with her permission, I offer this prayerpoem by 
Pat Leyko Connely, who regularly writes  with great sensitivity and insight for a Celtic Christian 
internet group. She really captures afresh a sense of wonder.
Linde

“Splendid Night Sky”.           

Oh, splendid night sky
I gaze at the heavens ,

And Your sacredness surrounds me!

In evening’s time of prayer and wonderment
I’m enfolded in your cloak of silence and starshine.

In moonlight, whether half or full
light fills my being…

Reminding me of your presence around me.

Your constellations read like ancient psalms
I pray them nightly …

They guide my ways when I feel lost.

In the the gaze of remembering
I see glimpses of loved ones gone before me

I smile at this starlight reunion!

I give praise and thanks to God
For all these lofty gifts…beyond my reach yet so near…

I only need to look … and I am blessed!

( Poem and photo by My Haiku Prayers and Photos   by Pat Leyko Connelly 2022
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MUSIC AT BOSBURY
Friday January 27th at 7pm

Mozart Birthday Concert

Saturday March 4th at 7pm
Alive and Brel

The highly popular cabaret revue of songs by Jacqes Brel returns to 
Bosbury Parish Hall

Friday August 4th at 7pm
The Rundle Ensemble

Chamber music for oboe, violin, cello and piano

Saturday October 21st at 7.30pm (Apple Day)
Folk Evening presented by "Folk at the Fold"

For more details contact Esther Kay 01531 670634

The Mozart Birthday Concert

Friday January 27th 2023 at 7pm

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (17561791) was arguably one of the greatest musical 
geniuses the world has produced.

Taught by his father Leopold, who was himself a violinist and composer, by the 
age of four Wolfgang was proficient on the clavier and by seven years, also on the 
violin. His first compositions date from 1761 when he was five. Throughout his 
childhood he and his talented sister Nannerl toured the courts of Europe, including 
a lengthy stay in London. He later worked in his birthplace, Salzburg, before 
moving to Vienna where he composed operas, symphonies, concertos, masses, 
chamber music and piano sonatas.

He was by all accounts a cheerful soul who loved dancing and billiards. The 
circumstances of his untimely death at the age of 35 led to conspiracy theories 
and he was buried in an unmarked grave.

This programme consists of various works by Mozart performed in order of 
composition, interspersed with some letters written by the Mozart family which give 
an intimate portrait of his life.

Tickets £12 (children free) are available on the door, or from Esther Kay 01531 
670634
Refreshments are available  donations invited.
In aid of church funds.



1414



1515



1616

Music at Bosbury 2023
Alive and Brel Saturday March 4th at 7pm in Bosbury Parish Hall

CABARET IN BOSBURY
A bit of French flair is coming to Bosbury, featuring the music of the 
iconic singersongwriter Jacques Brel, whose songs are famed for their 
emotional power and ironic wit.

Featuring wellknown hits such as Ne Me Quitte Pas/If You Go Away 
and Amsterdam, the cabaret troupe 'Alive and Brel' offer an evening of 
stirring songs that have been likened to miniature films, laced with dark 
and passionate observations which paint a tableau of imperfect 
humanity. Brel's songs have been recorded by stars ranging from Scott 
Walker to David Bowie and Marc Almond.

'Alive and Brel' have performed in theatres across the region, where 
Stage Talk magazine said "the blending of the three voices was 
particularly pleasing and gave the performance originality" while the 
Hereford Times call 'Alive and Brel' "a charming way to end the 
evening". The songs of Jacques Brel are guaranteed to bring a smile to 
your lips or a tear to your eye.

Tickets are £15 to include a complimentary drink and nibbles, and can 
be purchased on the door or in advance from Esther Kay 01531 670634. 
In aid of Bosbury Church.
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Some thoughts from the Editor

Whilst we are facing various crises here in the UK with people wondering how 
they are going to heat their homes this winter it is easy to let ouselves overlook 
the many millions of people around the World who have been driven from their 
homes or who have had their homes destroyed by brutal conflict. 

The number of so called "illegal" assylum seekers risking their lives to cross the 
English Channel in small boats (and paying the gangs who facilitate this abhorent 
trade) may be growing and may well be a problem. However, it is important to 
consider the global context. A relatively small proportion are accused of being 
'economic migrants' from Albania but the majority are fleeing war, conflict and 
famine around the world.

In Eritrea Half a million people are living as refugees. In the Central African 
Republic bouts of sectarian violence have displaced over one million people. 
Although the number of Somalian refugeees around the world has reduced, it is 
still an estimated 790,000. Whilst Sudan is the fifth largest host country for 
refugees (some 1.1 million people) it is producing an increasing number of 
refugees itself , over 800,000. Since August 25, 2017, over 1.1 million Rohingya 
refugees have fled ongoing violence in Myanmar. Many of the stateless Rohingya 
have wound up in what is known as the world’s largest refugee camp in Cox’s 
Bazar, Bangladesh. Since December 2013, conflict in the burgeoning nation of 
South Sudan has driven nearly 4 million people from their homes — with more 
than half being forced to leave the country entirely. Approximately 2.6 million 
South Sudanese live in host communities abroad, including areas of Sudan, 
Uganda, Ethiopia, Kenya, and the DRC. Afghanistan continues to be one of the 
largest countries of origin for refugees. Roughly 1 in 10 — that is, 2.6 million — 
refugees are Afghan by birth, and this number has fluctuated steadily over the last 
four decades. More than 88% of Afghan refugees are hosted in neighboring 
Pakistan and Iran. For those Afghans still living in their home country, almost two
thirds are in areas that are directly affected by conflict. This conflict prompts 
ongoing internal displacement.The invasion of Ukrain has made the country the 
secondlargest country of origin for the global refugee population. As of April 25, 
2022, over 5.2 million Ukrainians had fled the country, with nearly 3 million taking 
shelter just across the border in Poland. This has exceeded the UNHCR's initial 
estimate that  4 million Ukrainians — nearly 10% of the country's population — 
would be displaced internationally as a result of conflict. Over 25% of the total 
global refugee population are part of the global diaspora in the wake of the 10
year Syrian crisis. As of 2021, 6.7 million Syrians have sought refuge, primarily 
in Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Egypt, and Turkey (which is currently the largest host 
community for refugees). The number of Syrians displaced within their own 
country matches the number of refugees, with conflicts driving over 6.6 million 
people from their homes and forcing them to resettle. 2.98 million still remain in 
hardtoreach and besieged areas. 

In all likelihood, the global refugee population has reached a new high in 2022, 
surpassing 30 million people.
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WORDSEARCH  Animals that can be used as beasts of burdon. List 
on page 42

DECEMBER 
SOLUTION
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STILL REMEMBERED...

On 12th November last, a small working party went to St. Mary the Virgin 
Church, Stoke Edith, to check on the interior & sweep up if necessary. When 
they arrived, they were surprised to find on the doorstep a wooden poppy cross 
with a handwritten message, and a single deep pink garden rose.
These had been left by the Haycock family to commemorate their relative, 
Walter Haycock, who was killed in World War 1.

Walter was born at Lye, Worcestershire, & was an 'Old Foleyan', having been 
educated at Oldswinford Hospital School, Stourbridge  a school sponsored by 
the Foley family.

After leaving school he became an apprentice farrier & blacksmith on the Stoke 
Edith estate, & was a bellringer at St. Mary's Church.

He joined the 5th Battalion, King's Shropshire Light Infantry & held the rank of 
Serjeant when he was killed at the Battle of Loos on 25th September, 1915, 
aged 20. He has no known grave, but his name is on the Menin Gate memorial 
in Ypres, Belgium.
On the 100th anniversary of his death, Walter's family left a beautiful floral 
tribute at the church, with brief details of his life &  death & the message 'Loved 
& remembered by all his family.' The following day a quarter peal of 1260 
Grandsire Doubles was rung in thirtynine minutes to honour him as a former 
bellringer at Stoke Edith.

Obviously Walter's memory is still very much treasured by his family members 
&, although the church is currently closed awaiting restoration, the poppy cross 
has been safely placed next to his page in the Book of Remembrance.
Unfortunately we do not have an address for Walter's relatives, but if anyone is 
in contact, please thank them for continuing to honour his memory. We look 
forward to the day when he & the others on Stoke Edith's Roll of Honour can be 
commemorated properly, in a restored & reopened church.

NOTE: The unorthodox spelling 'Serjeant' is correct for this rank in the K.S.L.I.
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BOSBURY PARISH HALL

The Parish Hall is run by a volunteer committee who meet four 
times a year.

Our work is not only administration of the Hall, but we also 
arrange a range of fund raising events. The Committee are 
looking for assistance in this work which is rewarding and 
provide an opportunity to be included in the life of the Village. 

Someone with good modern technology skills would be a great 
help, but we need more than one person.

If you may be interested and would like more information, 
please contact the secretary

Robin Balmain on 01531 640166 or via email 
<robinbalmain@gmail.com>

ASHPERTON VILLAGE HALL

One perso takes sole responsibility for keeping the hall clean. 
Whilst not generally an arduous task one or more volunteer 
helpers would be grately appreciated.
Please contact ashpertonhall@gmail.com in the first instance.

HELP NEEDED

Bosbury 100 club December prize winners

1st  31  P Krinks

2nd 100 R Hooper

3rd  37 G Smith
       69 R Myers
        87 E Clutterbuck
Paul Davies 
100 club organiser 
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This month's colour illustration is of an icon in the St Sophia Cathedral of Kyiv (Kiev) 
Depicting St Basil of Caesaria. Reprinted below is a news item from the cathedral website. 
Whilst the translation is not perfect the item describes the efforts to protect the Cathedral and 
the rest of the National Conservation Area of Kviv from Russian bombardment.

Since the first days of fullscale Russian aggression, air attacks have threatened numerous 
historical monuments in Kyiv. It became known that one of the priority targets of enemy missiles 
was the worldfamous National Conservation Area “St. Sophia of Kyiv”.

Nelia Kukovalska, the general director of the Conservation Area, informed the participants of 
the “Cultural heritage in conditions of war: protection, preservation and restoration” international 
scientific and practical conference in Kyiv, which was organized by the Kyiv Department of 
Cultural Heritage Protection, and the main partner was the Dovgiy Family Office investment 
company.
“I was warned from very high government offices that there is a great threat of the destruction 
of St. Sophia Cathedral. It was extremely difficult to bear this morally. We understood why the 
aggressor targeted St. Sophia, because it personifies the foundations of our nation – statehood, 
spirituality, culture, education. To destroy it is to actually destroy the Ukrainian nation,” Nelia 
Mykhailivna said.

The workers of the Conservation Area began to act immediately. It should be noted that Sophia 
of Kyiv is a UNESCO site, so it could have been saved from open Russian barbarism primarily 
by wide publicity in the world. “Together with the Ministry of Culture, we started sending out 
relevant petitions to colleagues around the world. They even reached Latin America and 
Australia,” recalls Nelia Kukovalska.

Since it was clear that little would save St. Sophia from a direct missile strike, specialists began 
to urgently study the experience of protecting historical buildings during the Second World War 
and other armed conflicts. Nelia Kukovalska organized a working group consisting of engineers 
and designers of the Conservation Area, connected a large group of experts.

Projects for the construction of a large outer wall had to be abandoned due to the possible 
negative impact of the construction works on the archaeological sites near St. Sophia. In the 
end, experts decided to strengthen with sandbags the most vulnerable objects of the 
Conservation Area, namely – part of the buildings with an unstable structure and premises with 
important artistic and architectural values. In total, about 90,000 museum exhibits were packed 
and securely protected. By the way, the expediency of this approach was later confirmed by 
ICOMOS and UNESCO experts.

Currently, in addition to attacks by Russian missiles and Iranian drones, Ukrainian cultural 
heritage is threatened by another danger – rolling blackouts.

“I want to emphasize the humidity of the room. This will now be a problem for all museums and 
monuments. Special equipment does not work due to a power outage. And the capillary 
absorption of moisture into the walls and foundations occurs almost instantly. Our experience in 
using the BioDry system is irreplaceable here. It does not use electricity, but is powered by the 
electromagnetic waves of the earth. But this system is very expensive, patrons provided it to 
us,” said Nelia Kukovalska.

During the conference, museum workers together with government officials discussed options 
for solving this problem. For this purpose, foreign partners will be involved.
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Buildings of the National Conservation Area of Kyiv

St. Sophia Cathedral, Holy Wisdom of God Cathedral, St. Sophia in Kyiv is a 
Christian cathedral in the center of Kyiv. It is a monument of Ukrainian architecture 
and monumental painting of the second decade of the 11th (1011–1018). This is 
one of the few surviving buildings of the Kyivan Rus’ time. This is one of the most 
important Christian shrines in Western Europe, the historical center of Kyiv 
Metropolis.

Kyivan Rus] was a state in Eastern and Northern Europe from the late 9th to the 
mid13th century

A map of Kievan Rusʹ after the death 
of Yaroslav I in 1054
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In the center of Kyiv, near the St. Sophia Cathedral, there is a popular 
monument of a defense and sacral architecture of Kyivan Rus’ – the Golden 
Gate. Golden Gate as St. Sophia in Kyiv belongs to the oldest buildings in 
Eastern Europe. The monument is mentioned in a famous chronicles article 
under the 1037 that tells about builder activity of Yaroslav the Wise: “Yaroslav 
founded a City – Great Kyiv, and this city has Golden Gate. He also founded 
Church of St. Sophia, the Wisdom of God, metropolitan, and a stone church of 
Annunciation of the Holy Virgin on the Golden Gate. Then (he built) a Monastery 
of St. George (the Victorious) and (a monastery) of St. Irina…” The chronicler 
summed with this notation the builder merits of Yaroslav for the entire period of 
his rule, gave praise to them. In science the area of ancient Kyiv with these 
buildings is called the “city of Yaroslav”.

The Golden Gate, also known as the Great Gate of Kiev,one of 
the pictures depicted in Pictures at an Exibition by Modest 
Mussorgsky.Pictures at an Exhibition is a suite of ten piano pieces, plus a 
recurring, varied Promenade theme, composed by Russian composer 
Modest Mussorgsky in 1874. The piece is Mussorgsky's most famous 
piano composition, and it has become a showpiece for virtuoso pianists.
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The uniqueness of St. Cyril’s Church, above all, lies in its authenticity. After 
Sophia of Kyiv, this is the second church in Kyiv that has survived to the present 
day from the distant times of Kyivan Rus. The monument, founded in the 12th 
century, survived the invasion of Khan Batu, robberies inflicted on it by the 
invaders of Hetman Janusz Radziwill, repeated fires, the transition from the 
status of a monastery church to the status of a hospital church for the disabled, 
the period of destruction of religious buildings in Soviet times (then destroyed 
the bell tower of St. Cyril’s Monastery), a destructive mudflow that swept 
through the monument in the 60s of the 20th century, taking hundreds of lives, 
and so on. Fortunately, despite this course of events, St. Cyril’s Church has 
survived to this day in its almost original form. Despite these troubles, the 
temple survived, engraving in the memory of all these events, preserving its 
architecture, monumental paintings, among which – 800 square meters of 
frescoes of the 12th century with unique plots, works by the outstanding artist 
Mykhail Oleksandrovych Vrubel, works by famous and unknown Ukrainian 
artists of the 19th century.

St Cyril's Church
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St Andrew's Church

St. Andrew’s Church in Kyiv – a monument of history, architecture, painting of 
the 18th century of world importance.

It was built in 17471762 in the Baroque style by the famous architect F.B. 
Rastrelli. The perfection of the lines, clear proportions, amazing harmony of 
forms and the surrounding landscape have earned its general recognition and 
fame. St. Andrew’s Church is one of the four monuments of Ukraine, included in 
the catalog “100 Wonders of the World”, published in Germany in 2002. It has 
long been a hallmark of the city and a role model in the construction of religious 
buildings.
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Metropolitan House

rvation The Metropolitan’s Residence is located in the western part of the courtyard of the 
Sophia Architectural Complex, opposite the main entrance to the cathedral. Several Kyiv 
metropolitans made efforts to create this pearl of Ukrainian Baroque. Built in 1722–1730 during 
the reign of Metropolitan Varlaam Vanatovych, the House was originally onestory. His 
successor, Metropolitan Raphail Zaborovsky (1731–1747), built the second floor, in the 
construction of which, probably, the talented architect J.G. Shedel took part. The completion of 
the construction dates back to the times of Metropolitan Tymophiy Shcherbatsky (1747–1757) at 
the Kyiv Department, who involved the architect S. Antonov in the works. During this period, the 
third, mansard floor was built, a new roof with a bend was arranged, the eastern and western 
facades of the House were decorated with magnificent baroque pediments.

In the future, the house was repeatedly rebuilt, completed and repaired. In the 1880s, according 
to the project of the famous Kyiv architect V. Nikolaev, an extension was made on the western 
side, and a balcony with stairs was arranged, which could be used to descend from the second 
floor to the metropolitan garden. New wide granite stairs have appeared in the interior.

After the October Сoup, the Metropolitan’s Residence was nationalized, and various 
organizations were located here.

Largescale repair and restoration works in the Metropolitan’s House were carried out during 
20052008.

Source Website of the Sophia of Kyiv National Conservation Area English version.
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Daily Telegraph December 2022
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Greener footprints

Back in January 2022, 40% of people took on an eco resolution, 
according to a survey by British Gas. What could it be for you this year? 
Insulating your home, buying no new clothes, keeping meat and dairy to 
two days a week, investing in renewable energy or trying out an electric 
car or bike? 

We’re here to help banish eco anxiety, doom and gloom by providing 
certainty over what are the best actions and how to do them. Please ask 
us questions or tell us what you’d like to see featured next, via 
helenheathfield@gmail.com.

In 2022 we covered home energy efficiency, driving efficiently, 
encouraging wildflowers, cycling, how to have less stuff and repair what 
you’ve got, grants available for home energy improvements, 
Herefordshire Food Charter and having a greener Christmas. What was 
useful? What do you want next?

We’ve got two brilliant resources available here in Herefordshire:

Great Collaboration – use this toolkit to monitor the actions you’ve 
already taken and what you’re going to do next, with plenty of advice 
and helpful links. Your pledges are shared anonymously with your parish 
council so they can better support zero carbon actions.  Visit 
greatcollaboration.uk

Zero carbon nature rich Herefordshire – take a pledge, find out 
about business support, get a free carbon audit for your farm, get 
inspired by real life examples of what people are doing – it’s all here 
zerocarbon.herefordshire.gov.uk

Wordsearch  page 19
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From Helen Heathfield and Rebecca Tully (friends who live in Canon 
Frome). Can we solve your greener dilemma? Please tell us all about it 
via helenheathfield@gmail.com


