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STOP PRESS 6 FEB 2023

As I was about to send out this online delayed edition the news 
was coming in of the catastrophic earthquake in the south of 
Turkey and northern Syria. As the morning progressed the news 
became more bleak with more than 1500 dead and countless still 
trapped.

Many of you will know that the plight of the Syrian people, both in 
Syria and in refugee camps in Turkey and elsewhere, with 
millions of people fleeing conflict, has been a cause close to my 
heart for many years. The region devastated by the earthquake 
was already already a temporary home to many refugees in 
camps and makeshift accommodation. Now in addition to the loss 
of life and destruction of infrastructure many thousands more are 
now rendered homeless.

Whilst there is an urgent need for international help in rescuing 
and treating those trapped under collapsed buildings there will be 
an ongiong need for humanitarian aid and support. 

I would plead with everyone to pray for those affected and to 
consider sending a donation, however small, to the Disasters 
Emergency Committe appeal which will no doubt be launched 
soon, or to UK aid charities such as World Vision who are already 
operating in the area.
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To advertise in both the printed and online colour 
Hop Churches News please contact the advertising 

coordinator Susan Held on 
hopchurchadvertising@gmail.com 

Whilst the paper version is limited in size due to printing costs there is 
no limitation on this online version (other than the editor's time) 
Therefore it can contain more items of general and local interest and 
more colour illustrations.This is available on the Bosbury Church 
website or via a link sent out to a 'blind' circulation list so that email 
adresses are not visible to anyone else. The link is to the newsletter on 
our Google account and can be viewed with or without downloading it 
onto your hard drive

 Please email hopchurchnews@gmail.com to request to be added to the 
circulation list.
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Rectors Ramblings – February 2023

I am writing these ramblings just after we have had the enormous privilege of holding the 
ordination to the priesthood of our curate Linde Melhuish in Bosbury Church. Ordinations are 
traditionally held in our wonderful Cathedral in Hereford, so I found myself wondering just how a 
much more modest occasion would feel. I have to say I was not disappointed. The more intimate 
surroundings of Bosbury Church bought everything into much sharper focus. I know this was a 
reflection shared by many who attended. Somehow, we were all much more attentive to the 
content of the words of the liturgy. Although the same liturgy as in the cathedral, the content 
seemed to reach into the hearts of us all, as laity and clergy affirmed Linde’s call and felt a sharp 
sense of focus on our own roles in it. It certainly got me thinking about vocation, my own, and 
others and made me reflect on the part we all play in affirming each and every one of us into our 
unique calling and vocation under God.

Not everyone is called to priesthood, and not everyone should be. But each and every one of us 
is called to be open to God’s purpose for our lives and prayerfully consider where God is leading 
us and how He is shaping us. In 1 Corinthians 7:17, St Paul writes; “Each of you should go on 
living according to the Lord's gift to you, and as you were when God called you. This is the rule I 
teach in all the churches.” So as we see ministry vocations growing in Linde and in others in our 
benefice, I urge everyone to consider what it is God is asking of you. What he is asking you to 
do, to be or to say in order to serve Him and His mission and ministry both in our benefice and 
perhaps further afield.

In Mathew’s Gospel, we find the famous verse; “(Jesus) said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into 
his harvest field.’” In our rural communities, we understand fully the harvest of crops in our fields, 
but I urge you also to reflect on the harvest of people and situations, needs and opportunities in 
our communities Is God calling you to take a fuller part in our worship through leading worship, 
reading during services, prayer and intercession or teaching? Is God calling you to give time to 
pastoral visiting, helping out with hospitality and welcome? Is God calling you to teach or preach 
or pursue a call to the formal ministries both lay and ordained within the church?

A new year brings new beginnings. Now is the time to ask God and ask one another, where is 
God leading? In which direction are we travelling? What is my vocation? Could God be drawing 
me/you into something new?

If you would like to explore your own vocation or calling, please do get in touch with me or one of 
our other ministers or church leaders. If you feel this is the season when you believe God is 
asking you to stay settled in what you are already committed to, then I urge you to commit 
yourselves to prayer for all those who feel the touch of God upon them, that they may have the 
courage to take the leap of faith, trusting that they are held by God.

Blessings to you all

Mandy
07780 586846
Mandy.williams@hopchurches.org.uk

Photographs of Linde's ordination are on the following 
pages
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CURATE’S COLLOQUY

As I write this, I am busy preparing to go on my prepriesting retreat at Holland House near 
Pershore. This means running round like mad trying to complete tasks before a time of much 
needed quiet, reflection and prayer before the big day. By the time you read this, however, I will 
be priested and will have several Communion services under my belt!

I would like to thank all of those who have and continue to support me with prayer, 
encouragement and of course, the wonderful post ordination tea to be enjoyed at Bosbury 
Village Hall afterwards. Everyone’s kindness and generosity is heartwarming and I give my 
warm thanks and appreciation.

I have also been greatly encouraged by the Celebration of Light service that I attended at the 
Cathedral  on Saturday, 7th January. There was atmospheric African drumming from Bosbury 
School to start & end the service  such talent! It brought back vivid memories of my South 
African  childhood.  It was also heartening to see a wide range of ages at the service, with many 
young people participating in leading prayers and involved in music.

 We had a candlelit procession before & after the service too, as we prayed for  God’s grace to 
guide us in this Year of Prayer. Candles were given to a representative of each Deanery as a 
symbol of taking the light of Christ out across the Diocese there were many echoes of our own 
Bringing in the Light services!  One new aspect that was fun was being given a bubble blowing 
mixture, so during the intercessions, we prayed for the Holy Spirit to renew us, blowing bubbles 
as a visible sign of our prayers and the grace of God. I wonder if there have been bubbles in a 
Cathedral service before?  Maybe we could try it at a suitable time?

Blessings,

Linde
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February

Derived from the Latin word, the Roman month Februarius was named after the Latin term 
februum, which means "purification", via the purification ritual Februa held on February 15 (full 
moon) in the old lunar Roman calendar. January and February were the last two months to be 
added to the Roman calendar, since the Romans originally considered winter a monthless 
period. They were added by Numa Pompilius about 713 BC. February remained the last month 
of the calendar year until the time of the decemvirs (c. 450 BC), when it became the second 
month. At certain times February was truncated to 23 or 24 days, and a 27day intercalary 
month, Intercalaris, was occasionally inserted immediately after February to realign the year 
with the seasons.

February observances in Ancient Rome included Amburbium (precise date unknown), 
Sementivae (February 2), Februa (February 13–15), Lupercalia (February 13–15), Parentalia 
(February 13–22), Quirinalia (February 17), Feralia (February 21), Caristia (February 22), 
Terminalia (February 23), Regifugium (February 24), and Agonium Martiale (February 27). 
These days do not correspond to the modern Gregorian calendar.

Under the reforms that instituted the Julian calendar, Intercalaris was abolished, leap years 
occurred regularly every fourth year, and in leap years February gained a 29th day. Thereafter, 
it remained the second month of the calendar year, meaning the order that months are 
displayed (January, February, March, ..., December) within a yearataglance calendar. Even 
during the Middle Ages, when the numbered Anno Domini year began on March 25 or 
December 25, the second month was February whenever all twelve months were displayed in 
order. The Gregorian calendar reforms made slight changes to the system for determining 
which years were leap years, but also contained a 29day February.

Historical names for February include the Old English terms Solmonath (mud month) and Kale
monath (named for cabbage) as well as Charlemagne's designation Hornung. In Finnish, the 
month is called helmikuu, meaning "month of the pearl"; when snow melts on tree branches, it 
forms droplets, and as these freeze again, they are like pearls of ice. In Polish and Ukrainian, 
respectively, the month is called luty or лютий (lyutiy), meaning the month of ice or hard frost. 
In Macedonian the month is sechko (сечко), meaning month of cutting (wood). In Czech, it is 
called únor, meaning month of submerging (of river ice).

In Slovene, February is traditionally called svečan, related to icicles or Candlemas. This name 
originates from sičan, written as svičan in the New Carniolan Almanac from 1775 and changed 
to its final form by Franc Metelko in his New Almanac from 1824. The name was also spelled 
sečan, meaning "the month of cutting down of trees".

In 1848, a proposal was put forward in Kmetijske in rokodelske novice by the Slovene Society 
of Ljubljana to call this month talnik (related to ice melting), but it did not stick. The idea was 
proposed by a priest, Blaž Potočnik. Another name of February in Slovene was vesnar, after 
the mythological character Vesna.

wikipedia



9

This month's saint is Saint Jerome Emiliani

Gerolamo Emiliani, (Jerome Aemilian, Hiëronymus Emiliani) (1486 – 8 February 1537) was an 
Italian humanitarian, founder of the Somaschi Fathers, and is considered a saint by the Catholic 
Church.

Born in Venice, he spent some time in the military, and later served as a magistrate. Emiliani 
provided for the sick, the hungry, and orphans; and persuaded others to do likewise. Through his 
good offices a number of hospitals and orphanages were established in several northern Italian 
towns. He was canonized in 1767 and is the patron saint of orphans.

Jerome was born in Venice, the son of Angelo Emiliani (popularly called Miani) and Eleonore 
Mauroceni. His father died when he was a teenager and Jerome ran away at the age of 15 to 
join the army. In 1508, he participated in the defense of Castelnuovo against the League of 
Cambray (this was two years before Pope Julius II joined the Venetians). He was appointed 
governor of a fortress in the mountains of Treviso, and while defending his post he was taken 
prisoner. He had not cared about God but he attributed his escape to the intercession of the 
Mother of God; and he made a pilgrimage to the shrine of Our Lady of Treviso, in fulfillment of a 
vow, and left his chains as an offering.

He was then appointed podestà (Venetian magistrate) of Castelnuovo di Quero, but after a short 
time returned to Venice to supervise the education of his nephews. All his spare time was 
devoted to the study of theology and to works of charity. In the year of plague and famine (1528), 
he seemed to be everywhere and showed his zeal, especially for the orphans, whose number 
had so greatly increased. Jerome began caring for the sick and feeding the hungry at his own 
expense. He rented a house for them near the church of St. Rose and, with the assistance of 
some pious laymen, ministered to their needs. To his charge was also committed the hospital for 
incurables, founded by Gaetano dei Conti di Thiene. In 1531 he went to Verona and induced the 
citizens to build a hospital; in Brescia, Bergamo, Milan and other places in northern Italy, he 
erected orphanages, for boys and for girls. At Bergamo, he also founded a hostel for repentant 
prostitutes.

Two priests, Alessandro Besuzio and Agostino Bariso, then joined him in his labors of charity, 
and in 1532 Gerolamo founded a religious society, the Congregation of Regular Clerics. The 
motherhouse was at Somasca, a secluded northern Italian hamlet in the comune of Vercurago 
between Milan and Bergamo, after which the members became known as Somaschi. In the rule 
of this congregation, Gerolamo stated the principal work of the community was the care of 
orphans, poor and sick, and demanded that dwellings, food and clothing would bear the mark of 
religious poverty.[1] Devoted to the guardian angels, Emiliani entrusted the congregation to the 
protection of the Virgin, the Holy Spirit and the Archangel Raphael.
The congregation was approved in 1540 by Pope Paul III with the official name "Clerici 
Regulares S. Majoli Papiae Congregationis Somaschae", and spread throughout Italy.

During an epidemic, Jerome was assisting the sick when he contracted the plague. He died in 
Somasca, 8 February 1537.
He was beatified by Pope Benedict XIV in 1747, and canonized by Pope Clement XIII on 16 July 
1767. The Office and Mass in his honor were approved eight years later. He was thus not 
included in the 1570 Tridentine Calendar. When inserted in the Roman Calendar in 1769, he was 
assigned the date of 20 July. In 1969, Pope Paul VI moved his feast to the day of his death, 8 
February.

Wikipedia
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BRINGING IN THE LIGHT

After the winter recess the Bringing in the Light monthly services 
recommence on Thursday 2 March at 6pm at Ashperton

Please bring a candle.
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A reflection of Christmas Carol Service in Ashperton Church

Every January many of us make New Year resolutions or plan things we might or 
hope to do in the New Year, before we enter the month of February we take a last 
look back at Christmas and our celebration of this wonderful Festival in the lovely 
Parish Church of Ashperton.

We began with our Annual Carol Service, with the Church decorated beautifully, 
in semi darkness for the reading of “Full of Surprises “before moving into that 
inspiring Carol, Once In Royal David’s City.

In these troubled times the Service seemed to convey a message of Hope,
hope that our Creator God has entered this world as a human being. Yet it is 
precisely into Bethlehem and whenever we are that God is made incarnate, into 
the midst of the busyness and distractions of the day, that the child is born 
Into our lack of time and inability to give our attention that a baby cries and his 
Mother looks with love into the eyes of God’s Son, that is the wonder and reality 
of the incarnation. John tries with the limitations of words, to describe what has 
happened in the deepest way possible –“And the Word became flesh and lived 
amongst us”.

Yes it will still be true tomorrow, God is with us and we have seen his Glory, and it 
will be true every day for us, as we gathered to sing and give praise to God our 
Church is about belonging, it stands at the heart of our community.
In our House of prayer we find ways of talking to God and listening to him as we 
do with each other, there was indeed a sense of this at Christmas.

We go forward into 2023 on a positive note, the good news is Ashperton Church 
is open every day for anyone to come in and pray or just sit in quiet reflection.

Reverend David Good, Colleen Gardiner, Freda Helme.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydytyDakcQ&ab_channel=christmaspoems

COPY THIS LINK INTO YOUR BROWSER
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Cont
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Fragano Ledgister was born in London, moved to Jamaica and then America, 
where he  now lives. He teaches political science at Clark Atlanta University but 
enjoys reading widely and also writing poetry. He wrote the following poem in 
Feb 2012  the fact that he is not using punctuation (something that would 
normally annoy me!) or capital letters does not interrupt the flow of his ideas. 
Hoping our early daffodils will also bloom in February to bring hope & 
brightness! 

daffodils in february

in february when there should be frost

bright daffodils present in yellow bloom

such firm rejection of the winter gloom

it makes me smile not all the past is lost

and there are things that death will not consume

in february when there should be frost

we look on beauty and don't count the cost

of what it means to have full life resume

but take each step and see beyond the doom

in february when there should be frost
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Music at Bosbury 2023
Alive and Brel Saturday March 4th at 7pm in Bosbury Parish Hall

CABARET IN BOSBURY

A bit of French flair is coming to Bosbury, featuring the music of the iconic singer
songwriter Jacques Brel, whose songs are famed for their emotional power and 
ironic wit.

Featuring wellknown hits such as Ne Me Quitte Pas/If You Go Away and 
Amsterdam, the cabaret troupe 'Alive and Brel' offer an evening of stirring songs 
that have been likened to miniature films, laced with dark and passionate 
observations which paint a tableau of imperfect humanity. Brel's
songs have been recorded by stars ranging from Scott Walker to David Bowie 
and Marc Almond.

'Alive and Brel' have performed in theatres across the region, where Stage Talk 
magazine said "the blending of the three voices was particularly pleasing and 
gave the performance originality" while the Hereford Times call &#39;Alive and 
Brel&#39; &quot;a charming way to end the evening&quot;. The songs of 
Jacques Brel are guaranteed to bring a smile to your lips or a tear to your eye.

Tickets are £15 to include a complimentary drink and nibbles, and can be 
purchased on the door or
in advance from Esther Kay 01531 670634. In aid of Bosbury Church.
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This month's wordsearch is produced using new software. There are 
22 popular dogs names (list on page 19) hidden below.

JANUARY SOLUTION
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BOSBURY 100 CLUB

JANUARY PRIZE WINNERS

1st  40 C  Claffney
2nd 107 N Willett
3rd  61  F Jones
        101  I Cox
       115  D Gifford

Paul Davies
100 club Organiser 

ASHPERTON CHURCH LOTTERY

1 £50 Sharon Turnbull

2 £20 Carol Nicholas

3 £10 Barry Lines

4 £5 Jo & Ray Jenkins

(apologies that this was missing from the January edition)

WORDSEARCH LIST
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Willing helpers needed to assist in tidying Ashperton Churchyard.

We are planning to meet regularly on the first Tuesday of each 
month from 10am  11.30am, starting on 7th March.

There will be tea/coffee and cake or biscuits in the Church 
afterwards. Come when you are available, we would be pleased to 
see you... weather permitting!!

Please contact Anna on 01531 670378

Photo Philadelphia Tribune
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Some time ago I wrote about my journey from Samarkand to Shanghai. Some of you will know 
that over the 25 years to 2020 I journeyed extensively, firstly to the former communist states of 
Eastern Europe and then to the Baltic states of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. This rekindled 
my taste for the more exotic, lesser known, destinations including Mongolia, Tibet, Borneo and 
Nepal to name a few. I have just applied for a new passport and have sent my old one back for 
cancellation. I am anxiously awaiting its return as it contains a very rare visa  North Korea. 
Prior to lockdown of the border only around 5000 western tourists visited North Korea a year 
and all must travel with a travel agency registered with the State General Bureau of Tourist 
Guidance. Most UK travellers used Koryo Tours, the comany that arranged Michael Palin's 
visit (I was there before him!). North Korean tourist visas are issued in the form of a tourist 
card for tourists, or on a separate paper for other types of visas. Normally no stamps are 
stamped inside one's actual passport. However I did obtain a visa from the consulate in 
London( a modest detached house in Ealing!) 

Andrew Hammond

Pyongyang and North Korea
North Korea provides a travel experience which is truly like no other. However one needs to 
understand a little of the country's history. After many years of attempts by China, Russia, Japan 
and western powers to gain power and influence on the region, in August 1910, Korea, by then 
a 'protectorate' of Japan was formally annexed and, in effect, ceased to exist.The folowing years 
saw the Korean peninsular being increasingly used as an industrial base for supplying 
Japanese imperialism throughout the region. The population was increasingly subjugated with 
any opposition ruthlessly supressed. Before and during WWII Koreans were effectively 
enslaved, with women being abducted and forced into prostitution as 'comfort women' for the 
Japanese army. Against this background resistence groups were operating from Mancuriawhere 
Chinese and Korean guerrillas following Japan's annexation of the area. Partisans fled into the 
Soviet Union where they were arme, trained and filled with political thought. Although his early 
years are shrouded in myth it is here that Kim Il Sung emerged and there is little doubt that 
under his leadership Korean fighters wreaked havoc on Japanese forces. Following the fall of 
Japan in 1945 the Americans proposed a joint occupation to 'share the burden' of rebuilding the 
country. In the North the Soviets cobbled together a coalition of communists, nationalists and 
christians but needed a charismatic communist in charge  the youthful but tough Colonel Kim Il 
Sung!

In the years that followed the  Soviet backed government increased its hold in the North whilst 
the American backed Syngman Rhee became the dominant political figure in the South. The two 
states follwed increasingly divergent paths.

The liberation of (North) Korea is attributed in the national psyche almost entirely to Kim Il Sung. 
He is venerated as effectively recreating the national identity and the policies that he intruduced, 
including that of 'Juche' meaning "selfreliance", "autonomy", and "independence",  the state 
ideology of North Korea and the official ideology of the Workers' Party of Korea, still hold forth 
today. Because his policies are still central he is designated "The Eternal Leader" guiding the 
peoples of North Korea from the grave, or should I say from his mausoleum.

So, having done my homework but with more than a little trepidation I boarded an Air Koryo 
flight from Beijing to Pyongyang. I knew it would be an experience but....



 Very stern officials grilled us at the airport and examined all electronic equipment, cameras etc. 
The thing that they were most concerned about was 'does it have GPS'. As long as we answered 
'no' all seemed ok. We then were met by our 3 guides and driver, in reallity one guide and two 
minders who never let any of us out of their sight. Off to our hotel, two tower blocks linked by 
bridges. Only certain parts of the hotel were open to us and we were confined to one floor for 
tourists. The lifts only served what seemed like a random selection of floors, one perhaps floors 
5 to 7, 10 to 14 and 19 to 24. The views from the bus and from my room were, for the most part, 
a bit of a let down. It could have been almost any city in the former Soviet block or China.

A notable exception, and visible from most of the city is the Ryugyong Hotel. This immense, 
unfinished building is 330 metres (1,080 ft) tall. It has three wings, each measuring 100 metres 
(330 ft) long, 18 metres (59 ft) wide, lightly stepped once but otherwise sloping at 75degrees to 
the floor, which converge at a common point to form a pinnacle. The building is topped by a 
truncated cone 40 metres (130 ft) wide, consisting of eight floors that are intended to rotate, 
topped by a further six static floors. The structure was originally intended to house five revolving 
restaurants, and either 3,000 or 7,665 guest rooms, according to different sources.

However, subseqent guided tours of the city revealed something quite different. Pyongyang is in 
reality characterised by monumental architecture and statuary more reminiscent of Stalinist 
Russia. Vast squares and wide boulavads, ideal for parades; statues and monuments intended 
to reinforce the party message. Of course we were only allowed to see what was allowed and 
frequently the guide and 'minders' would rush down the bus waving their arms and shouting "no 
photos2. For the life of us we could not understand what it could be thah we were not permitted 
to photograph.

I think you will agree that this 
folly, which remains empty to this 
day, resembles something out of 
a science fiction film. One 
unsubstantiated rumour as to 
why it remains empty is that the 
lift shafts are not aligned and 
there are no operational lifts, a bit 
of a drawback in a 105 storey 
building.
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 The Juche Tower

The Workers Party 
Monument

Monumental mosaics depicting Kim Il Sung (There are many of these  across the country)

 Everything in the city (and indeed beyond) is clearly strictly regimented so as to display a 
strict adherence to an imposed order. Police do not walk, they goosestep. Those controlling 
traffic junctions do so as if balletic automatons, their movements and signals precise. . 
Traafic, such as there is, moves as if a computer controlled model layout. Nothing and 
nobody is out of place.



 Pyongyang and the countryside beyond form two different worlds. There are are bordeposts 
where roads enter and exit the city bounday and the general population is not permitted to 
travel out of (or into) the citywithout express permission. However, the open contryside is 
stunningly beautiful.

An exception, with an entirely different atmosphere prevades at Panmunjom on the border with 
South Korea. It is here that the Armistice agreement was signed (or as the North Koreans insist 
that the Americans surrendered). The huts where any negotiations are held straddle the border, 
either side of which is the so called DMZ or demiliterised zone. This is, in fact, the most fiercely 
guarded border anywhere in the World, even under current circumstances. It is heavily mined 
with tens of thousands of troops on either side ready to act 'at the drop of a grenade'. John 
Kennedy described it as the scariest place on earth.

Looking across to South Korea, the kerb making the border can be seen passing through 
the huts. You may recall Donald Trump stepping over the border in June 2019 to shake 
hands with kim JongUn.
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Back in Pyongyang we were treated to a visit to Mangyongdae School Children's Palace, a 
school for gifted children. Whatever one may think about the practice of children as young as 
five, or even less, being at a boarding school where they are dridrilled in the performing arts 
or other disciplines it is impossible not to appreciate the skills displayed. To see such young 
children displaying the talent of a renowned concert violinist or the gymnastics of an olympic 
champion cannot fail to impress.

The Mass Games are an art form in North Korea and take place in the Rungrado May Day 
Stadium  the biggest stadium in the world with a capacity of over 150,000.
Developed over decades, there is nothing else like it. The North Korea Mass Games involve 
up to 100,000 performers in massive synchronised displays of gymnastics and dance. 
During the performance 20,000 schoolchildren on the opposite side of the stadium to the 
main audience hold up cards showing elements of a 'poster' or a screen onto which a video 
is projected. At the end of the performance all, yes all, the performers enter the arena. 
Whilst a picture can 'paint a thousand words' but even pictures cannot convey the 
spectacular performance. I was lucky to witness the last day of the 2013 Games after which 
the event was not held again until 2018.



Although not of particularly good quality a youtube video of the 2013 Games 
can be found at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DK2UVLBQhM&ab_channel=AramPan
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From 'The Soup Book' The Soil Association/DK 2009
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BANK ACCOUNT FRAUD

 Regular reports of bank account fraud are being received both locally and 
nationally.

The first sign that Bank Account Fraud has occurred is usually when transactions 
you have not made, show up on your bank statements.

 Do not let criminals steal your identity, this may be done by taking personal 
documents thrown out with your rubbish, or contacting you by phone or email and 
posing as a legitimate organisation.

 

How do you protect yourself?

 ꞏ         Always shred any paperwork with your name, address , personal or 
financial details before throwing it out

ꞏ         Beware of unsolicited emails or phone calls form callers claiming to be your 
bank or building society; most banks will not  contact you this way

ꞏ         Always hang up, wait 5 minutes and then ring back on a designated number 
on your bank statement or bank card to check;  always check you have a dialling 
tone and where possible phone back on a different phone 

ꞏ         Check your bank statements regularly for unrecognised transactions

ꞏ         If you move house make sure your post is redirected by Royal Mail

ꞏ         Notify your bank immediately if you see any unusual activity on your bank 
account – you can call straight through to most major banks by dialling 159 as the 
fastest route
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HMRC

A further short reminder as we approach the deadline for selfassessment returns. 
This is the key time to be aware of messages, or even phone calls, claiming to be 
from HMRC.

 WHAT TO WATCH OUT FOR 

ꞏ         Scammers may text or email people to tell them they are due a Tax Rebate 
from HMRC; this may also include a link that asks for personal details which can 
be used for further scams
ꞏ         Scammers are also using phone calls to gain people’s details
ꞏ         Automated phone calls may be used to say people owe tax, and arrest 
warrants may be issued by HMRC unless they pay the       outstanding tax
ꞏ         Fake web pages have also been used which can copy the genuine HMRC 
website
 
HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

Before you give out any personal details first consider:

 ꞏ         Were you expecting to be contacted? Check it is HMRC really contacting 
you
 ꞏ         Are you being pressured?  If the request is for an urgent money transfer or 
for personal details be very wary
ꞏ         Are you being threatened with arrest? HMRC will never call you and 
threaten arrest
ꞏ         Is it sounding too good to be true?  Are you really expecting a Tax rebate?
ꞏ         Is the website or email address genuine? Always double check these details 
if you are unsure. Some more refined scams may use official details and logos so 
be aware
ꞏ         Check your personal tax account online to see if there are any genuine 
messages
ꞏ         If you think it is a scam, report it to HMRC as soon as possible for further 
investigations

 Please feel free to share this information with any relatives, friends or neighbours 
you think may be vulnerable.

 Take Five To Stop Fraud

      .  Stop: Taking a moment to stop and think before parting with your money or 
information could keep you safe.

Challenge: Could it be fake? It’s okay to reject, refuse or ignore any requests. Only 
criminals will try to rush or panic you.
Protect: If you think you’ve been a victim of fraud, contact your bank immediately 
and report it to Action Fraud online at actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300 123 
2040.
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NEW: Government Emergency Alerts system live soon

The UK government’s new Emergency Alerts
system will be live early this year, and you should
expect to receive a test message. The system will
enable people to be contacted via their mobile
phone when lives are in danger.
It will be used to warn you in the event of
emergencies, such as severe flooding. Emergency
Alerts are sent to all compatible mobile phones
within an area of risk. They don’t track your
location, need your phone number, or collect
personal data.
Only the government and the emergency services
will be able to send them. If you don’t have a
mobile phone, you’ll still be kept informed through
other channels.

If you get an Emergency Alert on your
phone, you’ll hear a loud, sirenlike sound.
A message on your screen will tell you about the
emergency and how best to respond. You’ll be able
to check an alert is genuine at gov.uk/alerts.
If you receive an alert, read the alert carefully
and follow the instructions. You can opt out of
receiving emergency alerts; for more information
on how to opt out please go to gov.uk/alerts.
To find out more about Emergency Alerts, visit
gov.uk/alerts.



How emergency alerts work

Emergency alerts work like a radio broadcast.

In an emergency, mobile phone masts in the surrounding area will broadcast an 
alert. Every compatible mobile phone or tablet in range of a mast will receive the 
alert.

What you need to know
The emergency services and the UK government do not need your phone number 
to send you an alert.

You will get alerts based on your current location – not where you live or work.

No one will collect or share data about you, your device or your location when you 
receive an alert.

You will not get alerts if your device is turned off or in aeroplane mode.

Emergency alerts are free. You do not need to sign up for them or download an 
app.

You can opt out of some emergency alerts, but you should keep them switched on 
for your own safety.

Phone handsets and devices
Make sure your device has all the latest software updates.

Emergency alerts work on:

iPhones running iOS 14.5 or later
Android phones and tablets running Android 11 or later
If you have an earlier version of Android, you may still be able to receive alerts. To 
check, search your settings for ‘emergency alerts’.

Mobile phone networks
Emergency alerts work on all 4G and 5G phone networks in the UK.

Phones and tablets connected to a 2G or 3G network will not receive 
emergency alerts.

Emergency alerts do not cause, and are not affected by, busy phone networks.

If you cannot receive emergency alerts
The emergency services have other ways to warn you when lives are in danger.

Emergency alerts will not replace local news, radio, television or social media.
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Every six seconds somebody in the UK contacts Samaritans for help. Whether 
it’s by phone, email or letter, Samaritan volunteers are available to support 
anyone struggling to cope, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
Most people go through difficult times, and contacting someone who won’t 
judge about what’s troubling you, no matter how large or small the issue feels, 
can really help. 
Suicide is not inevitable, it is preventable. and we know that suicidal thoughts 
are often temporary and can be interrupted, so finding our contact details could 
make all the difference. 
Samaritans Herefordshire Branch want to raise awareness of the  24/7 
emotional support available,  to as many people as possible in our local area 
during this especially difficult time.
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mailto:heating.solutions@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.qualityheatingsolutions.co.uk/
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01531 640995

670242
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Greener footprints
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