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I make no apologies for majoring on the Turkey/Syria 
earthqquake in this edition. The coverage in the media is 
waning and it is easy to concentrate on matters closer to 
home rather than the terrible suffering and loss of life 
just 2000 miles away.





CURATE’S COLLOQUY

Dear Friends
As we embark upon  this year’s  season of Lent, we could be forgiven for considering it a 
gloomy season of the church year: not what is needed amidst so much worldwide problems 
and suffering. 
However, I remembered that in medieval times, Lent was also considered  to be ‘the springtime 
of the soul’ so maybe this might be something to dwell on. My monthly poem helps us to focus 
on the beauty  that surrounds us and provides solace  do have a look and see if it speaks to 
you . As one of my tutors at theological college, Kate Patterson,  wrote: God is the God of 
abundantly more than all we ask or imagine. God didn’t create a dull grey utilitarian world; God 
is the Creator of bright stars that make our souls sing, the Maker of soaring eagles and 
puddling greencapped ducks, of jasmine scents and cherry blossom, of warm bread and 
sparkling streams and music and laughter and all we love. He is the Lord who fed 5000 and 12 
baskets were left over. With God, always there is more. God doesn’t only forgive us but 
welcomes us into the feast. God doesn’t just call us servants but friends. Always there is more.
Perhaps looking for & spending quality time drinking in the positives, however small  that are in 
our midst, is something we can do this Lent: to allow the ‘eyes of our hearts’ to be opened 
afresh and may our souls sing! 

Linde



a plea from the editor
PRAYERS ALONE ARE NOT ENOUGH

Whilst millions of people of all faiths and denominations throughout the World are offering up 
prayers to their respective deities and coming together to collect warm clothing and other 
supplies for the stricken surviving population of Southern Turkey and Northern Syria, there is an 
urgent need for much more help. 
Before the earthquake struck there were approximately 3.7 million Syrian refugees in Turkey, 
many in camps in the south, having fled the civil war across the border, also countless Syrians 
were living in an area devastated by bombardment by Government and Russian troops. (As we 
condem the invasion of Ukraine it is easy to forget that Russian aircraft have been attacking 
civilian targets, including hospitals, in 'rebel' held areas of Northern Syria for 13 years). 
Whilst the stricken population no doubt appreciate whatever support is forthcoming the aid 
agencies operating in the region are clear, what is most desparately needed now and for the 
foreseeable future is funding We will all have seen appeals in the newspapers and on tv by the 
Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) which has already (12 February)  raised £50 million, 
including £5 million from the UK Government. However, the scale of the devastation, loss of life 
and injury is such that much more is needed. People have been left without shelter in freezing 
winter conditions and desperately need blankets, emergency shelter, food and clean water. 
DEC charities and their local partners are among the first responders providing urgent help. 
Immediate priorities are search and recovery, medical treatment for the injured, shelter for those 
who have lost their homes, heating in safe spaces, blankets, warm clothes, and ensuring 
people have food and clean water. 

How you can help
You can help people affected by the crisis by making a donation and helping to raise money for 
the DEC appeal. This will allow DEC charities and their local partners to scale up their response 
and reach more people.
£10 could provide blankets to keep two people warm
£25 could provide emergency food for a family for ten days 
£50 could provide emergency shelter for two families 

DEC charities and their local partners have been providing support to people on the ground in 
Turkey and Syria. Examples include:
NGO Violet, a local partner of ActionAid, rescued a young girl from the rubble in northwest 
Syria after she was trapped for more than 36 hours.
The British Red Cross are working through the Turkish Red Crescent which is delivering tents, 
blankets, kitchen sets and food.
In Turkey, CARE International has been distributing winter clothes, blankets, generators, food 
and drinking water. In Syria, it will be using DEC funding to distribute stocks of essential items 
including tents and blankets provided by the UK Government.
Save the Children have been distributing hot meals in Hatay, Turkey, one of the most severely 
affected areas.
SEMA, a local partner of Age International, delivered 50 emergency shelter tents in Idlib, north
west Syria, and is providing hospital treatment to people injured in the earthquake.
The International Rescue Committee is working with partners to support hospitals and other 
health care services as well as providing dignity kits and household items.



The desparate need for help for the region will go beyond the immediate future. Whatever 
hardship is being felt by people in the UK due to the cost of living crisis, that pales into 
insignificance compared to the suffering in the eartquake zone, in Ukraine and elsewhere around 
the World. Whilst 'charity begins at home' the overwhelming desparation of people who have lost 
everything, their homes, their families and their livelihood, now without the basic essentials for 
life must have our priority. Even if you have already responded please do not think that you have 
done your bit and consider further donations to the DEC who will use the money in the most 
effective way.

Remeber, if you are a UK tax payer you can donate with Gift Aid which means that DEC receive 
an additional 25% at no cost to you. If you are lucky enough to pay income tax  you may also 
benefit from tax relief.

A woman walks along a street in Hatay province, Turkey. Photograph: Ümit Bektaş/Reuters



Children in NW Syria ‘literally need everything’

UNICEF spokesman James Elder spoke to Al Jazeera, outlining the grave risks faced by 
children in quakehit areas of northwestern Syria.

“Right now, they need the full gamut of support,” he said, listing clean water, food, blankets 
and psychological support as some of the most pressing requirements.

“It’s literally everything for children who 10 days ago escaped crumbling concrete in their 
pyjamas into the freezing cold,” he added, noting the already dire situation in the warhit 
region.

“This is trauma on top of trauma for these children; every little boy or girl who is 12 or under, 
their whole life has been conflict.”

Jagan Chapagain, who is secretarygeneral of the International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies, said families staying in makeshift shelters without adequate heating 
urgently need permanent housing.

“They are still living in very basic conditions in very, very cold school rooms,” he told The 
Associated Press. “If this continues for a long period of time, then there will be health 
consequences.”

He spoke after returning from Aleppo, Syria’s largest city that for years witnessed some of 
the worst fighting of the country’s continuing war. Aleppo was hit with a cholera outbreak in 
late 2022. The earthquake’s impact on access to housing, water, fuel, and other 
infrastructure could make another outbreak “possible,” he said, adding that the disaster also 
has been ruinous for Syrians’ mental health.

“If the conflict had broken their backs, I think this earthquake is breaking 
their spirit now,” Chapagain said.

WARNING
Scammers are using the earthquakes in Turkey and Syria to try to trick people into 
donating to fake causes, security experts have warned,  instead of helping those in 
need, scammers are channelling donations away from real charities, and into their 
own PayPal accounts and cryptocurrency wallets.

Either donate to the DEC or one of their member organisations or check charities on 
the UK Charities Register.

Some scams say they're affiliated with real charities or governments. If you want to 
donate to that charity or government organisation, look up their website and donate 
directly to them



Willing helpers needed to assist in tidying Ashperton Churchyard.

We are planning to meet regularly on the first Tuesday of each 
month from 10am  11.30am, starting on 7th March.

There will be tea/coffee and cake or biscuits in the Church 
afterwards. Come when you are available, we would be pleased to 
see you... weather permitting!!

Please contact Anna on 01531 670378

ASHPERTON CHURCHYARD TIDYING



The month of March

March is the third month of the year in both the Julian and Gregorian calendars. It is the 
second of seven months to have a length of 31 days. In the Northern Hemisphere, the 
meteorological beginning of spring occurs on the first day of March. The March equinox on the 
20 or 21 marks the astronomical beginning of spring in the Northern Hemisphere and the 
beginning of autumn in the Southern Hemisphere, where September is the seasonal 
equivalent of the Northern Hemisphere's March.

The name of March comes from Martius, the first month of the earliest Roman calendar. It was 
named after Mars, the Roman god of war, and an ancestor of the Roman people through his 
sons Romulus and Remus. His month Martius was the beginning of the season for warfare,[1] 
and the festivals held in his honor during the month were mirrored by others in October, when 
the season for these activities came to a close.[2] Martius remained the first month of the 
Roman calendar year perhaps as late as 153 BC,[3] and several religious observances in the 
first half of the month were originally new year's celebrations.[4] Even in late antiquity, Roman 
mosaics picturing the months sometimes still placed March first.[5]

March 1 began the numbered year in Russia until the end of the 15th century. Great Britain 
and its colonies continued to use March 25 until 1752, when they finally adopted the Gregorian 
calendar (the fiscal year in the UK continues to begin on 6 April, initially identical to 25 March in 
the former Julian calendar). Many other cultures, for example in Iran, or Ethiopia, still celebrate 
the beginning of the New Year in March.[6]

March is the first month of spring in the Northern Hemisphere (North America, Europe, Asia 
and part of Africa) and the first month of fall or autumn in the Southern Hemisphere (South 
America, part of Africa, and Oceania).

Ancient Roman observances celebrated in March include Agonium Martiale, celebrated on 
March 1, March 14, and March 17, Matronalia, celebrated on March 1, Junonalia, celebrated 
on March 7, Equirria, celebrated on March 14, Mamuralia, celebrated on either March 14 or 
March 15, Hilaria on March 15 and then through March 22–28, Argei, celebrated on March 16–
17, Liberalia and Bacchanalia, celebrated March 17, Quinquatria, celebrated March 19–23, 
and Tubilustrium, celebrated March 23. These dates do not correspond to the modern 
Gregorian calendar.

March, from the Très Riches 
Heures du Duc de Berry, a 
book of prayers to be said at 
canonical hours



This month's saint is St Katherine Drexel

St. Katharine Drexel is the second Americanborn saint to be canonized by the Catholic Church. 
This amazing woman was an heiress to a large bequest who became a religious sister and a 
brilliant educator.
Katharine Drexel’s decision to leave high society and spend her life dedicated to service of 
American Indians and African Americans shocked those who were not aware of her ardent 
desire to be involved in the missions. Katharine was born in 1858 to an extremely wealthy family 
in Philadelphia. Her mother died five weeks after her birth, and her father remarried two years 
later. The family raised Katharine and her two sisters in a very loving environment with a strong 
Catholic faith. Katharine’s father and stepmother taught by example that wealth is meant to be 
shared with those most in need. Twice per week, the Drexel family distributed food, clothing, and 
rental assistance from their home.

While travelling with her family to the western states in 1884, Katharine was moved by the 
destitution and poverty of the Native Americans. Not long after this trip, her father died and left 
his estate and fortune to his three daughters, an amount that would be worth about $400 million 
today. Katharine and her sisters began financially supporting the missions and missionaries in 
the United States. While on a European tour in 1887, Katharine obtained a private audience with 
Pope Leo XIII and asked him for missionaries to be sent to the Native Americans. Pope Leo XIII 
responded, “Why not, my child, yourself become a missionary?” His question convicted 
Katharine to give her life and inheritance to God through service to American Indians and 
African Americans. She rejected several marriage proposals in favor of her desire to enter 
religious life. Her decision astounded Philadelphia social circles and local newspapers; the 
Philadelphia Public Ledger carried the headline: “Miss Drexel Enters a Catholic Convent – Gives 
Up Seven Million.”
Katharine entered the Sisters of Mercy Convent in Pittsburgh, where she received formation and 
professed first vows. She later established a new religious congregation called The Sisters of 
the Blessed Sacrament, and was joined by thirteen other sisters. The community, dedicated to 
administering care to the American Indians and African Americans in the western and 
southwestern United States, has devotion to Eucharistic Adoration at its heart. Mother Katharine 
focused on the importance of joyful service and said, “If we wish to serve God and love our 
neighbor well, we must manifest our joy in the service we render to Him and them. Let us open 
wide our hearts. It is joy which invites us. Press forward and fear nothing.”

“It is a lesson we all need – to let alone the things that do not concern us. He has other ways for 
others to follow Him; all do not go by the same path. It is for each of us to learn the path by 
which He requires us to follow Him, and to follow Him in that path.”

At the turn of the 20th century, Mother Katharine sought to change racial attitudes in the United 
States, which were growing more and more hostile after the passing of Jim Crow laws. Despite 
numerous threats and oppression from the government, Mother Katharine continued opening 
schools to teach black students, including Xavier University in New Orleans. By 1942, her 
sisters had founded a system of black Catholic schools in 13 states, with an additional 40 
mission centres and 23 rural schools. Over the course of six decades, she poured $20 million of 
her own fortune into building schools and churches, and paying the salaries of the teachers in 
rural schools for blacks and Indians. Mother Katharine died at the age of 96 in 1955 and was 
canonized in the year 2000 by Pope John Paul II.





This month's WORDSEARCH is a list of 13 tradespeople

Bosbury 100 club 

February prize winners
1st  41  R Burrow 
2nd  94 J Telfer 
3rd  59 M Wadley
          77 J Andrews
          89 P Dorival

Paul Davies 
100 club organiser 









MUSIC AT BOSBURY 2023

Saturday March 4th at 7pm
Alive and Brel
The highly popular cabaret revue of songs by Jacques Brel returns to Bosbury 
Parish Hall
Tickets £15 to include a complimentary drink. Refreshments available.

Hereford Chamber Choir will be singing a Lenten 
Choral Evensong in Bosbury Church at 5pm on 
Saturday 1st April. The music, all by English 
composers, includes Orlando Gibbons' Second 
Service, responses by Ed Pullin, a young Hereford 
composer and a setting of Drop, drop slow tears by 
Kenneth Leighton.
At 7pm on the same day the choir will present a 
concert of German music for Passiontide, with 
anthems by Brahms and Schütz and J.S.Bach's 
motet Jesu, meine Freude.
Founded in 1983, Hereford Chamber Choir consists 
of 30 mixed voices. Under its Music Director Simon 
Harper, the choir has gained a reputation for 
performing exciting programmes of choral music from 
the Medieval era to newly commissioned works. The 
choir gives approximately six concerts a year in 
venues across Herefordshire. At last year's Three 
Choirs Festival they gave a highly acclaimed 
performance of "Two Souls", a dramatic composition 
by local composer Robert Peate. Plans are in hand 
for a concert at Ledbury Poetry Festival on 8th July, 
featuring new commissions of settings of works by 
the Dymock poets.
Hereford Chamber Choir also runs a Choral 
Scholarship Scheme for talented singers aged 
between 14 and 21 years. 
Simon Harper (Music Director) is a freelance singer 
and conductor. He is a tenor lay clerk in Hereford 
Cathedral Choir and with them has sung in live 
broadcasts on the BBC, on tours in the USA and at 
the international commemoration of DDay's 75th 
anniversary. He has studied choral conducting with 
Paul Spicer, and as a member of the prestigious 
Genesis Sixteen scheme, worked with The Sixteen 
and directors Harry Christophers and Eamonn 
Dougan. 
He has been Music Director of Hereford Chamber 
Choir since 2014, adn in 2019 was appointed Music 
Director of the Cotswoldsbased Cantores Chamber 
Choir and Ledbury Choral Society.

Saturday April 1st
Hereford Chamber Choir
5pm Lenten Choral Evensong
7pm Concert

Sunday May 5th at 3.30pm (tbc)
Refugium Chamber Choir
Music for Kings and Queens

Saturday June 3rd at 7pm
Cider City Jazz
6 piece traditional jazz band

Saturday July 1st at 7pm
Music for All
Music for the Village and Friends 
by the Village and Friends

Friday August 4th at 7pm
The Rundle Ensemble
Chamber music for oboe, violin, 
cello and piano

Saturday September 2nd at 7pm
James Lancelot
former organist of Durham 
Cathedral
Organ recital on the historic 
Speechly and Ingram organ

Saturday October 21st at 7.30pm 
(Apple Day)
Folk Evening
presented by "Folk at the Fold"

For more details please contact 
Esther Kay 01531 670634







FEBRUARY WORDSEARCH SOLUTION
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History of Hops
The hop (Latin name Humulus Lupulus) is a herbaceous hardy perennial and belongs to the 
Cannabinacae family, which also includes hemp and is related to the nettle and elm families. It 
dies back to its roots every year and will live for 20 years or more. 
The hop is a dioecious plant, which means that the male and female flowers are borne on 
separate plants. It is the larger female flowers, called cones, that yield the fruits that are used 
commercially. Hops begin to grow in April, flower in July and are ready for harvesting in 
September. They are used in brewing to give beer its distinctive bitter taste and smell.

History of hop growing in Britain
One of the earliest recorded references to the hop is in the 6th century BC. Later, the famous 
Roman writer Pliny (AD 2379) described the hop as "the wolf of the willow". He also describes 
a delicacy prepared from young hop shoots. In the 7th and 9th centuries AD there are records of 
cultivated hop gardens in monasteries in France and Germany.

The use of hops in the production of beer is probably of German origin. In the 13th century the 
land given to hop growing increased and by the 14th century hop cultivation had also developed 
in the Netherlands. Hops were probably grown in England at this time but more for their use as 
herbs. It is generally agreed that beer first arrived in England in 1400, at Winchelsea harbour in 
East Sussex, in a consignment ordered by Dutch merchants who were doing business in 
England.

Some towns, which saw the production of beer as directly connected to the corruption of the 
community, tried to prevent its brewing by forbidding the use of hops: Norwich did so in 1471 
and Shrewsbury followed suit in 1519.

Tradition has it that the first English hop garden was created in the parish of Westbere, near 
Canterbury in Kent, in 1520. Kent was the earliest centre of hop growing in England for a 
number of reasons: the enclosed field system of farming was already established there; the soils 
were suitable: and there was a plentiful supply of wood for the poles and charcoal for drying. 
Furthermore, Kent farmers were among some of the most welloff of the time and could afford 
the initial capital needed to establish the gardens.

By 1522 beer was being brewed in England using homegrown as well as imported hops. In the 
same year a large consignment of Englishbrewed beer were shipped to France for the army. 
Beer was also drunk at state occasions, and the accounts of a royal banquet held at Windsor 
Park in 1528 (during the reign of Henry VIII) show provision for 15 gallons of beer at 20d and 15 
gallons of ale at 2s 6d. In 1530, Henry VIII ordered his brewer in Eltham not to put hops in his 
ale as the plant had become unpopular on religious grounds since it was considered a 
Protestant plant.

Hops later proved such a profitable crop that legislation was needed to prevent farmers from 
abandoning arable farming in favour of hops. By the 16th century England was exporting 
considerable amounts of beer. The huge demands for coppice poles and oak casks to supply 
the industry prompted the first plans for timber conservation. The first English book completely 
devoted to hop growing was written by Reynolde Scot, who was born in 1538 and educated at 
Oxford University. In 1574 he wrote A Profite Platform of a Hop Garden.

Taken from Herefordshire Council's Herefordshire Through Time this is the 
first in a series on hops in the Hop Parishes. It is only in the online version 
of the newsletter.



By the 17th century beer had become so established as a drink that farmers throughout 
England were incorporating small acreages of hops on their farms. In 1603 an Act of Parliament 
was concerned with cheaters who left "stalks, leaves, dross and other soils" in with their hops to 
increase the weight. Most manual work in the hop gardens was carried out by contract at an 
agreed price, often about 40 shillings per acre, but the contract normally excluded pulling, 
picking, drying and bagging which were charged by the day. An acre of good hops could 
produce as much as 1112 hundredweight (550600kg), which could fetch as much as £40£60.

By 1655 hops were grown in fourteen counties in England, with Kent producing one third of the 
crop. However, there was not enough to supply demand and Flemish hops were still being 
imported. Some farmers in England would not grow hops because of the erratic yields caused 
by drought, excessive damp and mildew, but in a successful year an acre of good hops could 
be more profitable than 50 acres of arable. Towards the end of the 17th century beer began to 
be bottled in quantity and a hop market was established in London.

In 1710 duty was imposed on hops for the first time, at a rate of 1d per pound on English hops 
and 3d/lb on Flemish. An Act of Parliament also prohibited the use of any bittering ingredient 
other than hops in the brewing of beer intended for sale. The duty raised a large revenue but 
the actual duty charged varied from year to years and speculation on the hop tax was a popular 
from of betting. The import duty on hops led to an increase in smuggling to try and avoid the 
charges and from 1734 the penalty for illegal export was not only the destruction of the hops 
but a punitive fine of five shillings per pound.

In 1724 Daniel Defoe described the extensive hop plantations of Herefordshire: "they boast, 
perhaps not without reason, that they have the finest wool, and the best hops and richest cider 
in all Britain ... and hops they plant in abundance".

By 1763 Kent was still producing more hops than any other county, and it was considered that 1 
½ lbs of Kentish hops were equivalent to 2lbs of Worcester hops. Kentish hops were used in 
beer brewed for keeping and Worcester hops in beer to be drunk within one month. To try and 
improve their hops, the farmers of Herefordshire and Worcestershire applied a great deal of 
manure to the plants, often to the detriment of other crops. In 1774, to prevent marketing fraud, 
an Act of Parliament was passed which required the bags or pockets in which the hops were 
packed to be marked with the year, place of production and the grower's name.

Consumption of hops during the 18th century increased considerably; in some years over a 
million barrels of beer were brewed in London and the suburbs alone. By the end of the century 
hops were growing as far north as Aberdeen.

The 19th century was an era of booming trade for the hop industry. In 1800 there were 35,000 
acres of hops in Great Britain, and by 1850 this had increased to 50,000. In 1862 the hop 
excise duty was removed. Hop acreage reached its peak in 1878 with 71,789 acres; from this 
point it started to decline and was back down to 50,000 acres by 1900. In 1848 large numbers 
of ladybirds were brought in to keep down hop flies and increase yields. From 1865 onwards a 
soft soap solution, tobacco juice and later quassia was applied to hops via a hand pumped 
sprayer as an insecticide.
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By 1870 hops were cultivated in 40 English, eight Welsh and five Scottish counties, although the 
majority of hop production was still in Kent. However, by 1909 the area of land in Great Britain 
growing hops had fallen to 32,000 acres. During World War I brewing was also considerably 
reduced and the government further restricted the amount of land under hops. To provide some 
protection for the home industry a customs duty of £4 per hundredweight as imposed on foreign 
hops.

The period of economic depression during the 1920s and 1930s was disastrous for hop growers, 
who had to contend with surplus hops, low prices and diseases including hop downy mildew and 
verticillium wilt. In 1932 the Hop Marketing Board was created. The producercontrolled board 
consisted of 14 members elected annually by the hopgrowing districts of Kent, Hampshire, 
Herefordshire, Sussex and Worcestershire, four special members elected annually by hop 
producers, and two nominees of the Ministry of Agriculture. The board exercised a monopoly 
control and was immune from the restrictive Trade Practices Act; thus creating a sheltered 
market for its producers.

In 1934 an English hoppicking machine was developed at Suckely in Worcestershire, but it did 
not pose a great threat to hand picking until after World War II, when it was generally accepted in 
the Midlands. The machine enabled faster picking in all weather conditions. However, machine
picked hops were more difficult to dry as they settled unevenly in the kiln, and it was not until the 
1950s that machines really took over.

In 1947 a Department of Hop Research was established at Wye College in Kent.

In 1982, following new legislation to conform with European Economic Community rules, the 
Hops Marketing Board Ltd, a voluntary agricultural cooperative, took over all assets and 
procedures of the old board.

[Original author: Miranda Greene, 2005]







BANK ACCOUNT FRAUD

 Regular reports of bank account fraud are being received both locally and 
nationally.

The first sign that Bank Account Fraud has occurred is usually when transactions 
you have not made, show up on your bank statements.

 Do not let criminals steal your identity, this may be done by taking personal 
documents thrown out with your rubbish, or contacting you by phone or email and 
posing as a legitimate organisation.

 

How do you protect yourself?

 ꞏ         Always shred any paperwork with your name, address , personal or 
financial details before throwing it out

ꞏ         Beware of unsolicited emails or phone calls form callers claiming to be your 
bank or building society; most banks will not           contact you this way

ꞏ         Always hang up, wait 5 minutes and then ring back on a designated number 
on your bank statement or bank card to check;         always check you have a 
dialling tone and where possible phone back on a different phone 

ꞏ         Check your bank statements regularly for unrecognised transactions

ꞏ         If you move house make sure your post is redirected by Royal Mail

ꞏ         Notify your bank immediately if you see any unusual activity on your bank 
account – you can call straight through to most major banks by dialling 159 as the 
fastest route



HMRC

A further short reminder as we approach the deadline for selfassessment returns. 
This is the key time to be aware of messages, or even phone calls, claiming to be 
from HMRC.

 WHAT TO WATCH OUT FOR 

ꞏ         Scammers may text or email people to tell them they are due a Tax Rebate 
from HMRC; this may also include a link that asks for personal details which can 
be used for further scams
ꞏ         Scammers are also using phone calls to gain people’s details
ꞏ         Automated phone calls may be used to say people owe tax, and arrest 
warrants may be issued by HMRC unless they pay the       outstanding tax
ꞏ         Fake web pages have also been used which can copy the genuine HMRC 
website
 
HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

Before you give out any personal details first consider:

 ꞏ         Were you expecting to be contacted? Check it is HMRC really contacting 
you
 ꞏ         Are you being pressured?  If the request is for an urgent money transfer or 
for personal details be very wary
ꞏ         Are you being threatened with arrest? HMRC will never call you and 
threaten arrest
ꞏ         Is it sounding too good to be true?  Are you really expecting a Tax rebate?
ꞏ         Is the website or email address genuine? Always double check these details 
if you are unsure. Some more refined scams may use official details and logos so 
be aware
ꞏ         Check your personal tax account online to see if there are any genuine 
messages
ꞏ         If you think it is a scam, report it to HMRC as soon as possible for further 
investigations

 Please feel free to share this information with any relatives, friends or neighbours 
you think may be vulnerable.

 Take Five To Stop Fraud

      .  Stop: Taking a moment to stop and think before parting with your money or 
information could keep you safe.

Challenge: Could it be fake? It’s okay to reject, refuse or ignore any requests. Only 
criminals will try to rush or panic you.
Protect: If you think you’ve been a victim of fraud, contact your bank immediately 
and report it to Action Fraud online at actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300 123 
2040.



NEW: Government Emergency Alerts system live soon

The UK government’s new Emergency Alerts
system will be live early this year, and you should
expect to receive a test message. The system will
enable people to be contacted via their mobile
phone when lives are in danger.
It will be used to warn you in the event of
emergencies, such as severe flooding. Emergency
Alerts are sent to all compatible mobile phones
within an area of risk. They don’t track your
location, need your phone number, or collect
personal data.
Only the government and the emergency services
will be able to send them. If you don’t have a
mobile phone, you’ll still be kept informed through
other channels.

If you get an Emergency Alert on your
phone, you’ll hear a loud, sirenlike sound.
A message on your screen will tell you about the
emergency and how best to respond. You’ll be able
to check an alert is genuine at gov.uk/alerts.
If you receive an alert, read the alert carefully
and follow the instructions. You can opt out of
receiving emergency alerts; for more information
on how to opt out please go to gov.uk/alerts.
To find out more about Emergency Alerts, visit
gov.uk/alerts.



How emergency alerts work

Emergency alerts work like a radio broadcast.

In an emergency, mobile phone masts in the surrounding area will broadcast an 
alert. Every compatible mobile phone or tablet in range of a mast will receive the 
alert.

What you need to know
The emergency services and the UK government do not need your phone number 
to send you an alert.

You will get alerts based on your current location – not where you live or work.

No one will collect or share data about you, your device or your location when you 
receive an alert.

You will not get alerts if your device is turned off or in aeroplane mode.

Emergency alerts are free. You do not need to sign up for them or download an 
app.

You can opt out of some emergency alerts, but you should keep them switched on 
for your own safety.

Phone handsets and devices
Make sure your device has all the latest software updates.

Emergency alerts work on:

iPhones running iOS 14.5 or later
Android phones and tablets running Android 11 or later
If you have an earlier version of Android, you may still be able to receive alerts. To 
check, search your settings for ‘emergency alerts’.

Mobile phone networks
Emergency alerts work on all 4G and 5G phone networks in the UK.

Phones and tablets connected to a 2G or 3G network will not receive 
emergency alerts.

Emergency alerts do not cause, and are not affected by, busy phone networks.

If you cannot receive emergency alerts
The emergency services have other ways to warn you when lives are in danger.

Emergency alerts will not replace local news, radio, television or social media.







Every six seconds somebody in the UK contacts Samaritans for help. Whether 
it’s by phone, email or letter, Samaritan volunteers are available to support 
anyone struggling to cope, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
Most people go through difficult times, and contacting someone who won’t 
judge about what’s troubling you, no matter how large or small the issue feels, 
can really help. 
Suicide is not inevitable, it is preventable. and we know that suicidal thoughts 
are often temporary and can be interrupted, so finding our contact details could 
make all the difference. 
Samaritans Herefordshire Branch want to raise awareness of the  24/7 
emotional support available,  to as many people as possible in our local area 
during this especially difficult time.
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Greener footprints

By Helen Heathfield and Rebecca Tully (friends who live in Canon Frome). 
Can we solve your greener dilemma in the next issue? Please tell us all about 
it via helenheathfield@gmail.com

We live in such a beautiful county and one of our treasures is our rivers, 
including the Lugg, Frome, Loden and Wye. It is worrying to hear about river 
pollution affecting life in our rivers. What to do?

Helen started with CPRE Herefordshire’s river testing about 18 months ago 
and Rebecca’s joined in too. Using simple tests they’ve measured pollution in 
the Frome and Loden. 

Now CPRE (the countryside charity) have got funding to expand the testing. 
Would you like to get involved? It takes about an hour a week to take the tests 
in a couple of locations. Entering the results uses a handy app on your phone. 
All the kit is provided for free. No previous experience or scientific knowledge 
needed.

Contact Peter Garratt (garratt_peter@hotmail.com) to learn more and find out 
where you could test. Testing is covering the whole county, so tell your friends 
too!

If wandering along the river bank isn’t your thing, CPRE is also looking for 
volunteers to analyse the data. Contact Barbara if you love data analysis 
(volunteer@cpreherefordshire.org.uk)

Recently the State of Oklahoma in America took some huge agricultural 
companies to court for river pollution, using exactly the kind of information 
CPRE’s been collecting. Oklahoma won! Now the companies must pay for 
proper remediation. Let’s stand up for our rivers.  

Here are Rebecca and Helen testing our beautiful River Frome for pollutants. Please join 
us! 






